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US investment bank: RP 
outlook positive, economy 
to grow faster in '06 
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Court rejects bid 
to defer 4 Gls’ trial; 
rape victim pickets 
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Basque separatist 
group declares 
permanent ceasefire 
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Kris Aquino now endorser 
of 17 products; she gets 
mom to buy them 
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Gringo sighted here, 
there and everywhere 


By PDI Visayas, 
Mindanao Bureaus 
THE FUGITIVE GREGORIO 
“Gringo” Honasan may be 
in more places than his 
pursuers can keep up 
with. 

‘Aformer oficial of Pani- 


BAKA NASA 
TEAM Ne 
KAMAL 


tan town in Capiz yesterday 
‘GRINGO! A4 
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Palace to regulate all gov't ad budgets 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and T] Burgonio 


"The Communication Group 
shall guide, integrate and super- 
vise the public information activi- 
ties, including advertisements, of 
all departments, bureaus, offices 
and agencies in the executive 
branch of the government, in- 
cluding government financial in- 
stitutions (GFls) and govem- 
ment-owned and-controlled cor- 
porations (GOCCs), in close con- 
sultation with the head of these 
entities,” President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo said in Executive Or- 
der No. 511, which she signed on 


A NEWLY CREATED COMMUNI- 
cation Group under the Office of 
the President will consolidate the 
multibillion-peso advertising 
budget of all government agen- 
cies, including state-owned cor- 
porations, banks and pension 
funds—a move that a senator 
says could be used by Mala- 
cañang to threaten media compa- 
nies critical of the administration 
with an ad boycott. 


March6. 

The Communication Group 
shall be chaired by Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye with Cerge 
Remonde, the government media 
chief, and Conrado Limcauco, 
rector general of the Philippine 
Information Agency, as members. 

Ms Arroyo said there was “a 
need for a body to guide, inte- 
grate and supervise the operation. 
Of these entities, with respect to 
their public information activi- 
ties.” 

‘Quoting Malacafiang insiders, 


Senate Minority Leader Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr. said all government 
ads would now be approved by 
Bunye. 

“This is choking the media. EO 
511 in effect prevents the govern- 
ment from using any media criti- 
cal of the government,” Pimentel 
said in a phone interview. 

Pimentel said the order was 
“direct pre-censoring” of the me- 
dia. 

In an interview, Bunye said 
that more than controlling the 

PALACE A6 


Garci passport 
faked, says BSP 


‘Central bank finding shows conspiracy’ 


By Michael Lim Ubac 

ONE OF THE PASSPORTS SUBMITTED BY FOR- 
mer Election Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano to a 
joint House inquiry is “fake,” belying his claim that 
he did not leave the country at the height of the 
“Hello Garci” poll fraud scandal last year, the for- 
mer lead chair of the probe said yesterday. 


“le's fake, its fake! I told you the leadership of the chamber 
0,” Cavite Rep. Gilbert Remulla would "not let pass this case of 
said. He expressed the hope that outright contempt of the House.” 


HAGEDORN OUT 
All systems go for gov't 
STL to kill illegal game 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Norman Bordadora 


game "jueteng." 

It is clear that we should not 
have any illegal operations while 
the STLis in operation. Secretary 
Puno has stated all illegal opera- 
tors will be arrested,” said Defen- 
sor. 

“Mayor Hagedorn is not in- 
volved in this (STL) because his 
role is specifically as antijueteng 
czar. (The STL) is just a petition 
by the League of Mayors,” he 
said. 

But- Hagedorn announced on 
March 21 that he was organizing 
ateam to monitor STL. 


IT'S ALL SYSTEMS GO FOR THE 
Small Town Lottery (STL) pro- 
gram. 

But the antijueteng ezar Mayor 
Edward Hagedorn of Puerto 
Princesa is no longer on top of it. 

Presidential Chief of -Staff 
Michael Defensor and Interior 
Secretary Ronaldo Puno yester- 
day gave the green light to a one- 
year trial run for STL being spon- 
sored by the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) as an 


alternative to the illegal numbers awas 


Remulla said he felt “vindicat- 
ed,” saying the BSP findings 
“strongly indicate a conspiracy to 
cover up" the alleged election 
fraud in 2004. 

Garcillano's second passport 
(No. 40243816) “does not conform 
to standard” on six counts, but his 
previous passport (No. BB602533) 
“conforms to standard,” the chairs 
of the five House committees that 
looked into the scandal announced 
ata press conference. 

‘The findings were contained in 


a certification issued yesterday by 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, 
through BSP Deputy Governor 
‘Armando Suratos, to the five 
committees, which requested the 
‘examination of the two passports 
in February. 

Xt is the BSP that prints all the 
blank passports for the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs. 

The BSP certification “weak- 
ens, severely injures and inflicts a 
severe blow to the credibility of 

GARCUAS 


‘THE FIRST FEMALE US ENVOY TO THE PHILIPPINES 
Ambassador Kristie Kenney presents her credentials to President 
‘Arroyo on Wednesday. Ms Arroyo says that Kenney, who arrived 
here on March 17, told her she wants to go to Mindanao as soon as 
possible. Her last posting was in Ecuador. (Story on Page A2.) ommon. 
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R | | YEARS, Bulusan 
volcano shows signs of explosive ^^ 
activity. It spewed up toa I. S-km. 
high ash column on Tuesday night. 


SORSOGON - 


‘Sen Bernardino Strait 


PSSST 


Bulusan 
volcano 
spews ash 


By Bobby Q. Labalan 

PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and Blanche S. Rivera 

in Manila 


EAFA 
D RAAT | 


SORSOGON CITY—AFTER BE- 
ing quiet for 11 years, Mount Bu- 
lusan in Sorsogon erupted late 
Tuesday night, spewing ash 
clouds as high as 1.5 km into the 
sky and prompting government 
warnings to residents not to go 
near the volcano. 

The Philippine Institute for 
Volcanology and Seismology 
(Phivolcs) reported a steam-driv- 
en explosion from the summit of 
the 1,559-meter volcano at 10:58 
pm. on Tuesday. It lasted 20 min- 

BULUSAN/ A6 


Itcovers 
asurace 
area roughly 
400 sq. km. 
and towers 
about 1559 
above sea 
level 
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Senga warns of more coup 
attempts by Left, Right, rebs 
By Dona Pazzibugan 

EXPECT MORE COUP ATTEMPTS AGAINST PRESI- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The warning came from Armed Forces Chet of 
Staff Gen. Generoso Senga who said that the al- 
lance between the military and leftist rebels to 
oust Ms Arroyo has already taken root. 

"We may have not seen the last of the attempts 
ata power grab," Senga said in a speech before 

SENGA/ 7 


AT LAST. After five years, former President Estrada takes the 
‘witness stand to tell his side of the story, which he hopes will 
validate him. As he testified, riot police kept hundreds of his 
supporters away from the Sandiganbayan. Already, they proclaim 
idol "not guilty." agen 


Erap: All lies; I was. 
convicted in streets 


By Nelson F Flores 

Ping: Erap knew 
money for Muslim 
youth project came 
from ‘jueteng’ 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


JOSEPH ESTRADA LOOKED 
every inch the President that he 
was before he was ousted five 
years ago in his first appearance 
in his trial yesterday, denying as 
“a pack of lies" accusations he 
raided the national treasury. 

For the show of his life, the ac- 
tor-turned-politician wore the 
trappings of his office—the trade- 
mark presidential seal on his 
white wristband and a Philippine 
flag lapel pin on his "barong." 

“These are ^ trumped-up 
charges, a frame-up," said Estra- 
da when asked about charges 
that he received P130 million in 
kickbacks from the tabacco excise 
tax for Ilocos Sur province as Gov. 
Luis (Chavit) Singson, his main 
accuser, watched from a front 
row seat. 

"That's a pack of ies,” he said. 
I've never asked for commissions. 

ERAP/AI3 


Erap and Chavit: Bosom 
buddies, mortal enemies 


By Volt Contreras 


FORMER PRESIDENT 
Joseph Estrada knew that 
the money going to his pet 
project to educate Muslim 
youths and send some of 
them to Harvard came from 
jueteng—the illegal num- 
bers racket, said his former 
police chief. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson said 
Estrada wanted to bring 
peace to war-torn Mindanao 
by helping young people get 
an excellent education, even 
helping them go abroad 

PING/AI3 


dent Joseph Estrada—walked in 
minutes later, flashing his st 
quality smile, waving to support- 
ers and visibly relishing the me- 
dia spotlight denied him in the 
solitude of his Tanay resthouse, 
where he has been detained. 

Estrada ambled to the front 
row as well and sat on the right 
side. 

Yesterday was the first time the 
two men—once said to be bosom 
buddies—found themselves in 
the same room since Singson ac- 
cused Estrada of receiving illegal 

ERAP/AI3 


AFTER MORE THAN FIVE YEARS, 

thetwo men whose bitter animosi- 
ty altered the course of the na- 
tion's history finally came almost 
eyeball to eyeball, separated only 
by five seats and the dark glasses 
one wore. 

‘The accuser— Gov Luis “Chav- 
ie" Singson of Ilocos Sur—slipped 
early into the small, tightly 
packed courtroom, and seated 
himself on the left side of the 
front row. 

The accused—ousted Presi 
n" TY Ss ER 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Easier secon of Mindanao wil experience most 
Cloudy skies with scared rainshowers and thunderstorms. The 
Test of the country wil hav partly cloudy skies wth isolated rain- 
‘showers or tundestorms, 
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LP council reaffirms Atienza 
election; it's rump, says Drilon 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
and T] Burgonio 


THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
Council (NECO), the governing 
‘body of the Liberal Party (LP), yes- 
tergay reaffirmed the election of 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza as new 
LP president during the party's na- 
tiongl convention held at the 
Maygla Hotel last March 2 which 
Jed’ the ouster of Sen. Franklin 
Drilon as party president. 

Tn a meeting at the Century 
Park Sheraton Hotel, members of 
the NECO moved to resolve the 
leadership dispute in favor of 
‘Atienza as LP president and Pres 
dential Chief of Staff Mike Defen- 
soras party chair. 

But Drilon's faction branded 
NECO's meeting called by Atien- 
za's group as "rump." 

In a statement, Bukidnon Rep. 
Nereus Acosta, LP secretary gener- 
al, said Atienza failed to muster a 
majority of the 101 NECO mem- 
bers, pointing out that only a hand- 
ful showed up at the meeting. 

He said that only 26 of the 58 
NECO members, whom the Atien- 
za group claimed attended the 
meeting, were legitimate mem- 
bers. Only four of the 12 gover- 
nors, 12 of the 31 congressmen 
and three of the 10 mayors identi- 
fied with the party attended the 
meeting, he added. 

“The small attendance at the 
Atienza NECO shows the sentiments 
‘of the members,” Acosta said. 

Drilon earlier said that Atien- 


za's convening of the NECO was. 
illegal, arguing that only he, as 
party president, could do thi 

“We hope the NECO decision 
will settle the issue once and for 
all so we could move on," Defen- 
sor said in a statement. 

After the meeting, Atienza said 
the party was willing to open the 
doors of reconciliation to Drilon's 
faction which include Sen. 
Manuel Roxas Il, the grandson of 
President Manuel A. Roxas, the 
founder and first president of LR 

But Roxas yesterday insisted 
that the election was illegal be- 
cause only Drilon was in a posi- 
tion to call for an election. 

“If we could not follow a simple 
charter of a party or of an organi- 
zation, then how can we expect to 
follow greater charters like our 
Constitution?" Roxas said. 

“Is dear that the administration 
"wants to co-opt one of the most 
credible political parties in the 
county through the ouster of its 
duly elected officers,” he added. 

During the meeting, the NECO 
members were informed that 
Drilon committed a long list of vi- 
olations of the party constitution 
in dictating positions without 
consulting other LP members. 

According to Roxas, Mala- 
cafiang conspired with Atienza to 
conduct an illegal election of offi- 
cers with the intent of dislodging 
the incumbent LP officials. 

The senators grandfather, 
Manuel Roxas, the first president. 
of the Third Philippine Republic, 
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founded the LP on Jan. 19, 1946. 

"That the administration is 
breaking up one of the country's 
oldest and most respected politi- 
cal parties in the middle of a bat- 
tle for our civil liberties, and that 
this is done with the support of 
Secretary Mike Defensor and oth- 
er allies of the President, indi- 
cates that his (Atienza) desperate. 
maneuver was engineered with 
the help of the very same people. 
who brought us Calibrated Pre- 
emptive Response (CPR), Execu- 
tive Order 464 and Proclamation 
1017,” Roxas said in a statement. 

As this developed, Caloocan City 
Councilor Ricojudge "Rj" Echivenri, 
the son of city mayor Enrico 
Echiverri was swom in by Atienza. 

But former congressman Edgar 
Erice said Atienza’s action was il- 
legal. 

“He had no authority to ap- 
point a new party chair, and as of 
now I am still the party chair in 
the city,” Brice said in a telephone 
interview. With reports from Fe- 
lipe V. Celino, PDI Visayas Bu- 
reau and Nancy Carvajal 


By Norman Bordadora 


Abu jail shootout overkill -CHR 


MEMBERS OF A PHILIPPINE NATIONAI POLICE 
assault team have been liable for the summary ex- 
ecution of Abu Sayyaf suspects detained at the 
Metro Manila District Jail at Camp Bagong Diwa 
in Bicutan, according to a report by the Commis- 
sion on Human Rights on its investigation of the 
March 2005 siege at the jail. 


The CHR report said the re- 
sponse of the PNP units to the at- 
tempted escape of Abu Sayyaf sus- 
pects who seized control of a por- 
tion of the jai resulted in the sum- 
mary execution of inmates who 
were not even part of the escape ty, 
‘according to Wilhelm Soriano, CHR 
‘commissioner for Metro Manila 

“It is up to the Department of 
Justice to determine the criminal 
liability of those responsible,” So- 
riano said. 

He said that if the DOJ were to 
find the CHR findings sufficient 
to warrant an indictment, the 
case would most probably be 
multiple murder because of the 
sheer number of people killed as 
a resultof the police operation. 

‘Twenty-three inmates, including 
three top leaders of the Abu Sayyaf 
bandit group, were killed after a 
crack police Special Action Force 
team assaulted the jail on March 15, 
2005. The bloody assault, marked 


by fighting almost from cell to cell 
ended a 27-hour standoff that start- 
ed on March 13 when some of the 
‘Abu Sayyaf inmates overpowered 
their guards, taking their guns and 
shooting three of them. 


Probe welcomed 

Environment Secretary Angelo 
Reyes, who was interior secretary 
and who headed the crisis man- 
agement team during the jail 
siege, said he welcomed a DOJ in- 
vestigation and any charges that 
would be filed. 

“If there'd be ariy, 1 welcome the 
filing of charges so we can address 
issues regarding the Bicutan siege. 
A 25-year-old policeman was 
killed as well as three jail guards 
during the incident,” Reyes said in 
statement from Mexico. 

Reyes maintained that the po- 
lice used reasonable force during 
the operation. 


"The government had no 


New US envoy reports to GMA 


NEW US AMBASSADOR TO MANILA 
Kristie Kenney yesterday presented her 
credentials to President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo after promising to continue the 
close relationship between the two al- 
lies. 

Kenney, a career diplomat who also 
served as ambassador to Ecuador, is 
the first female US envoy to the 
Philippines, replacing Francis Ricciar- 
done, who became ambassador to 
Egypt last year. 

Ms Arroyo greeted Kenney at the 
Malacañang Palace, saying, "Wel- 
come to the Philippines. We look for- 
ward to working with you," according 
toan official statement. 

Upon her arrival in Manila last 


Teeny 
pach Safi 
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choice but to act immediately. My 
conscience is clear. I did my duty 
to uphold the law and protect so- 
ciety” he said. 

Soriano said the killing of sus- 
pected Abu Sayyaf leader Al- 
hamzer Manatad Limbong aka 
Kumander Kosovo and his six 
companions in the attempted es- 
cape may have been justified as 
they were killed in an encounter. 


Summary execution 

But those of the other Abu 
Sayyaf —— suspects—including 
Nadzmi Saabdullah aka Kuman- 
der Global and Ghalib Andang 
aka Kumander Robot—may have 
been cases of summary execution 
as they were tracked down to 
their cells and were not involved 
in the shootout, he said. 

“Why did they have to do a 
cell-to-cell [search] after the as- 
sault?" Soriano said. 

He said the CHR probe failed 
to establish whether or not the 
cell-to-cell killings were on or- 
ders of the Reyes-led crisis man- 
agementteam. 

"(The assault team} acted be- 
yond the rules of engagement. 
There is already abuse of authori- 
ty” Soriano said. 

“Now, ifthe crisis management 
team ordered the team to elimi- 
nate fall the inmates], they have 
a problem. But we have yet to es- 
tablish that," he said. 


Solons 


week, she told reporters: "This is one 
of the most special countries for the 
United States. We have such a long re- 
lationship and we feel very close as 
people." 

"We each have the goal of making 
our democracies strong and stable so 
that every citizen's vote has mean- 
ing,” she told the US Senate Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations during her 
confirmation hearings in January. 

Kenney is likely to face many chal- 
lenges, including the ongoing political 
crisis surrounding Ms Arroyo, who 
quashed an alleged coup plot in Jan- 
uary, and the trial of four US Marines 
accused of raping a Filipino woman af- 
ter recent counterterrorism exercises. 


Prior to Manila, her other postings 
were as economic counselor at the US 
mission to International Organizations 
in Geneva; economic officer at the US 
embassy in Argentina and consular offi 
cerat the US embassy in Jamaica. 

Kenney is married to William 
Brownfield, the US ambassador to 
Venezuela. 

Ms Arroyo said that Kenney told 
her she wants to visit Mindanao “as 
soon as possible” after the US envoy 
presented her credentials. 

In a round table discussion with offi- 
cials on Mindanao development, the 
President mentioned that Kenney “want- 
ed to go to Mindanao as soon as possible 
wihme" AR Christine O. Avendaño 


restore 
P70-M 
‘pork’ 

By Michael Ubac 


MEMBERS OF THE 
House of Representa- 
tives will have their 
pork restored to their 
original P70 million 
level ater all. 
Majority Leader 
Prospero Nograles 


Auction Dates: 


March 31 - April 3, 2006 


STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP. 


Ad inl 


announced yesterday 
that, the majority in 
the chamber had 
reached a consensus 
to give each con- 
gressman P70 mil- 
lion in Priority Devel- 
opment Assistance 
Fund (PDAF) this 
year. 

Nograles said he 
expected the Senate. 
will not be far be- 
hind in similarly 
restoring the sena- 
tor pork barrel to 
P200 million, from 
the reduced P120 
million. 

The pork barrel isa. 
provision of the bud- 
get to fund the pet 
projects of congress- 
men and senators and 
is known to be a 
source of kickbacks 
for many legislators. 

President Macapa- 
gakAmoyo had pre- 
valed on the House 
and Senate members 
to accepta reduction in 
their pork barrel to P40 
million and P120 mil- 
lion, respectively, in 
2004 and 2005 to tame 
the budget deficit 

But claiming that 
the fiscal crisis was 
now over, the House 
‘wants a restoration 
to the original P70 
million, 

The decision was 
reached on the eve of 
the approval ofthe pro- 

Plon na- 
tional budget for 2006. 

On orders from 
Speaker Jose de 
Venecia, the chamber 
will work overtime to 
finish plenary budget 
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ORIX METRO Leasing & Finance Corp. Tel (02) 858-8888 
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deliberations by ear- 
ly Thursday. 
Nograles claimed 
that restoring the 
PDAF would not en- 
tail any additional 
budgetary allocation 
or a realignment of 
the budgets of depart- 
ments and agencies. 
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Oil firms cut galine prices but jack up those of diesel, kerosene 


g 

RESPONDING TO INTERNATION- Petroleum Cort. ROn Philip- times yesterday. Petron did not specify a time prices of diesel and kerosene in the re- adjust diesel and kerosene prices 

al ol prices, oil fms yesterday re- pines Ine, Moke ülippies)  Fying V led the priceroliback,im- for its rollback, saying only thatit gional market shot up prompting al! at 12:01 amc followed by Shell 

duced gasoline prcesby SOcentvos Corp, Eases oi Utra Corp., plementing its adjustment at 12:01 had advised its dealers to cut the oi fims, except Chevon, role at a.m. and Eastern at 1 noon, 

a liter but jacked up diesel and Flying V and “fri Petroleum am, followed by Shell and Seaoilat prices yesterday morning. diesel and kerosene pump prices. Petron, Total and Seaoil jacked 

kerosene pricesbythesame level. Corp. all slate! xD Of their 6am,Chewonat7am,TalatlO While gasoline prices fell belowthe As with the gasoline price re- up prices of diesel and kerosene 
Petron Corp, Pilipinas Shell gasoline proi cClifferent am. and Eastem at 12 noon. $70abarel mark this month, the duction, Flying V was also firstto at 12:01 a.m. today. 
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Garci passport faked, says Bangko S 
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From page Al Muslim friends in Mindanao, tures ofa passport." tion of official documents. report in light of the new revela- was behind the manufactured ® 
theadministration,"hesaid. reading and writing his memoirs. According to the BSR the six “But how else will you describe tion. passport. 

Four officers of the BSP Bank In his testimony, Garcillano features of the passport that did it?" Remulla said. Santos said the task of the five “I have some names but 1 am 
wee ed Securities Printing De. maintained his innocence but ad- notconform standards were: Locsin said the possibūity thatthe committees had long been done not ready to divulge them simply 
partment based in Quezon City mitted having talked once with eSize (123 mm X 85 mm), passport was irregular was already but that "the other committees because we're still pursuing the 
Pe ide examination, Ms Arroyo at the height of the “smaller than standard,” which is contained nthecommiteerepor. [in a separate investigation] can leads on those personalities," 
which was formally requested by canvassing of votes. 125mmX88 mm. "It covers all angles. And in the make use ofthe [BSP findings].” Lacson told reporters yesterday. 
Maen wajtiees oniy aher Garci. ^ The opposition said the wire- — elnside front cover (data event that there is a finding that Locsin sald Garcilanos insis- „He said “nobody else" bur 
Pee Shue tumed in his two pass. taps were evidence that Ms Ar. page) and inside back cover: pa- the regularity of the passport ub- tence on not leaving the country Malacafiang could have ordered 
ports—No. BB602533, valid from royo manipulated the 2004 presi- per and print. mitted by Garcillano cannot be was “the only clear statement he the tampering of Garcillano's 
Rov. 8,196, toNov.8, 2001, and dential election, but Garcillano Stitching: additional stitch sustained, there are recommen- made.’ passport because it was “the par- 
canceled on Feb. 11, 2002, and said they proved nothing. along the seam. dations there as towhoshould be “Basically, he had successfully tyin interest.” 

No. JJ243816, valid from Feb. 11, Garcillano said there was noth- ePages 1 to 32: presence of held liable,” he said. avoided giving any responsive Lacson said Garcillano should 

2002, to Feb. 11, 2007. ing to support allegations that he cuts and joints along the seam _ Remulla urged the House ^to answers to all questions ofthe op- also be held liable "because he is 
tthe two passpons had no entry fixed the results to give Ms Arroyo which should not have been find out” the identities of the position. Nothing. They were not the owner and holder of the pass- 

showing that Garcillano had leftthe a onezmillon vote lead over her there. civilians and government officials able to pin him down,” Locsin port" 

Philippines forany other country. nearest rival, the movie actor Fer- @Page 32: the text who might have helped Garcil- said, adding: 

‘The “Hello Garci” scandal, involv- nando Poe Jr. (since deceased). “BISA-VISA’ on the upper portion lano flee the country. “Tes the plenary that will de- No issues answered 
imgpurponedwireappedconvema- = Last December, Domingo Luce- ofthe page should nothavebeen But Locsin said immigration cide what actions we can take The 18-page committee report 
tions between President Macapa- nario, assistant secretary for con- there. officials could not be faulted if from here." failed to unravel the "Hello Garci" 
alAroyo and Garellano, suggest- sular affairs ofthe Department of Print quality of the text: Garcillano managed toescapevia But Locsin said he was baffled controversy 
ed cheating in the 2004 polls Foreign Affairs, said that accord- “Sakaling maaksidente o ma- the country’s “backdoor” as to why Garcillano would sub- The report said the 14 hearings 

The scandal triggered the resig- ing to DFA records, passport No. matay..." and the lines on Page 32 y mit the passport ifitwas fake. attended by 16 witnesses "only 
nations of 10 keyofficialsoftheAr- JJ243816 was issued on Feb. 11, donotconformto standard. Solo flight “He could have said thathelost raised more issues and answered 
Toyo administration and threat- 2002, to Virgilio Olivar Garcil- According tothe BSB it manu- Locsin told reporters that the it. Definitely, he was ying on that none.” 

T amesttheineumbent lano Jr bythe DFA regional office factures and delivers blank pass- BSP findings did not immediately point (notleaving Mindanao). He It said Congress should “con: 

‘Atone point, Ms Arroyo admit- in Cagayan de Oro. port booklets to the DEA. validate the “conspiracy theory" may havean explanation,” Locsin tinue to seek the answers ... and 
ted phoning an election official, Sought yesterday for comment, “The filling in ofthe applicants’ that Malacafiang was behind Gar- said. in particular subpoena phone 
apologized for the “lapse in judg. DFA spokesperson Gilberto Asuque personal data on the passport and cillano's supposed escape to allow | records to establish likelihood or 
ao tio denied wrongdoing.” disclaimed liability: "We cannot the issuance of passports are himtoevadetheHouseinqury Fixers unlikelihood that the alleged 

arda led to her im- guarantee the authenticity of the functions of the DPA" Suratos “It could be a solo flight,” said Opposition Sen. PanfiloLacson wiretapping conversations could 
peachment in the House, buther passport or its genuineness because said in a letter dated March 20, Locsin. said he had the names of the “fix- have taken place." 

Piac managed to quash the case. iris the central bank ofthe Philip- 2006, and addressed to Rep. Em- To which Remulla said: “Irs ers from Pasay” who produced The report was silent on the 
1 pines that prints the blank pass- mylouTalino-Santos. possible that other government Garcilano's passport. possible culpability of Ms Arroyo 
Contrary to S'pore report ports. The DFA only puts thename , à agencies may not be involved. The senator said the BSP find- and Garcillano. 

In his three appearances before of the personon the passport. ‘Not experts’ . Still it compels us to ask more ings vindicated his allegation last Even the question of authentic- 
thetiowse inqui last year Garci. "Tk is the central bank that Both Representatives Santos questions [such as] Who helped December that the passport was ity ofthe audio tapes “can only be 
Jano, 68, insisted thathe wasin the guarantees the authenticity and and Teodoro Locsin, chairs of the him leave the country?” manufactured to disprove the answered when the person or en- 
a asthe scandal wastaging.  gentineness of a blank passport. House commitees on public infor- Santos said the BSP findings Singapore government report tity responsible for the alleged 

is estimony tan contrarytoa ivs up to the central bank to com- mation and electoral reforms, re. had no impact on the committee that Garcillano stopped in the wiretaps admit to the act or 
report by the Singapore govem- ment on the authenticity or gen- spectively, refused to use the word report that was adopted by the  city-stateenroutetoathirdcoun- when the persons who engaged 
ment that he stopped in the  uineness of passport. “fake” to describe the passport. five committees last week. try on July 14. in the conversations admit to 
city-state on July 14 last year en "We are not experts to make “We will just adopt the com- ‘He had claimed then that Se- them, as the President may have 
route to a third country. 6 features such conclusions,” said Locsin, mittee report, subject to amend- nior Supt. Asher Dolina, head of done in her public apology on 27 

‘Gercilono said thar during the  “Wedon'thave the expertise to who said it was up to the Depart- ments in the plenary,” she said, the Philippine National Police's June 2005,"itsaid. With reports 
time he was presumed abroad, he determine the quality of the pa- ment of Justice to charge Garci- explaining that it would be up to Criminal Investigation and De- from Philip C. Tubeza and Nikko 
had soughtrefugeinthehomes of per as well as the security fea- lano with perjury and falsifica- the whole chamber to amend the tection Group in Metro Manila, Dizon 


All systems go for gov't STL to kill illegal numbers game 


From page Al ‘STL not only as a jueteng killer but for agent licenses and making a would notrideonSTLbyholdingil- czar) already told me that illegal entities with so-called franchises 

He changed his tune yesterday. also as a contributor to President dryrun of the program. legal jueteng operations and mobi- bookies have already started us- from the sweepstakes agency, ac- 
“Our main job was mainly anti- Macapagal-Arroyo's goal of creat- E lizing thousands of “cobradores” ing STL results for their jueteng cording to the interior secretary. 
jueteng. The work of the anti- ing 10 million jobs in six years. STLin Pampanga (Gales agents) with fake IDs. draws,” Puno said in a phone in- ji 
jueteng task force ended withthe Defensor said the PCSO would So far, STL is in operation only Earlier yesterday, Puno saidhe terview. DILG not authorized 
exitreport on Sept. 15.Soweare be in charge of running in Pampanga—the hometown of asked forthesuspension ofthe STL Puno said the DILG and the Puno also said the DILG was 
out of it," he said in a statement. STL—from picking the winning President Macapagal-Arroyo and because the Department ofInterior PNP needed all the details of STL not authorized to operate STL. 
"We are no longer needed. The two-number combinations be- playground ofthe biggestjueteng and Local Government (DILG) and operations so they could go after — "I've nothing to do with where 
monitoring and enforcement are tween 1 and 40 in each province operators in the country—but it the PNP had yet to be informed of jueteng operations despite the (the STL) came from or where it's 
now with the local government to tapping provincial agents who would be up and running in the its operational details. presence ofa legal alternative. going. I've everything to do with 
units while the operations are would be required tohave PS mil- next fewdaysin Laguna, Quezon, Puno said that while operators e. Wm keeping the illegal from gaining 
handled by the PCSO." lion in paid-up capital and PS mil- Bataan, Occidental Mindoro and of the STL coordinated with Mix of operations’ ground because of the legal,” 

With Defensor and Puno lioninbond. Quezon City, according to the provincial, cityandmumicipalpo- “They didn't go through the Puno said, referring to the way 
around the operations of STL are “The PCSO will implement this presidential chief of staff. lice officials they failed to sit PNP chain (of command ie. STL may have provided a legal 
"in safe and reliable hands,” under experimental basis and it Defensor held a briefing short- down with officials of the DILG through Lomibao). While the STL front for jueteng operations in 
Hagedorn said. will go for one year,” he said. ly after he and Puno met with of- and PNP Director General Arturo has its own collectors, jueteng Luzon. 

The green light came a day af- He explained that since the PCSO ficials of the PCSO and Hagedorn Lomibao to iron out ‘operational bookies manage to get into the He said that even Government 
ter Defensor announced that had already consummated several in Malacafiang to thresh out the defects such as providing a legal mix of operations. We can't tell Corporate Counsel Agnes Di- 
Malacafiang had wanted STIs op- deals with private agents,the govern- details of STL, including who front for jueteng. them apart,” Puno said. vanadera had yet to render a le- 
erations suspended until its im- ment could face legal suits fit decid- should take charge of the project. É “The policeman finds himself gal opinion on the way the PCSO- 
plementing guidelines were ed to defer the STL implementation. He said Puno, who wields con- Illegal bookies baffled,” he said. STL operates with so-called fran- 
cleared up. Defensor said the PCSO had trol over the Philippine National Po- “Mayor (Edward) Hagedom Only the PCSO and its agents chise holders in such pilot areas a 

Despite opposition from the been working on STL for the past lice (PNP), would take care ofen- (of Puerto Princesa, President have the mandate under the law Pampanga, Quezon and Quezon 
Church, Malacañang is endorsing six months holding a bidding suring that unscrupulous persons Macapagal-Arroyo's antjuereng to operate lotteries, not private City 


Gringo sighted here, there and everywhere 


From page A! “We were informed by our reli- hot on his tracks, Honasan disap- He disappeared from public Movement, which counts civil- National Police appeared to have 
said Honasan, who carries a able informant regarding peared, reports said. view shortly before President jans, soldiers, policemen and changed its mind. 
Penillion price on his head for Honasars presence two days  Butjustasquicklyasthespecu- Macapagal-Arroyo imposed a politicians as membere Nort The PNP yesterday said that 
Pe mon rer om he petport ago. Our source even gaveusthe lation was made, businessman weeklong national stateofemer- Cotabato is known as “Guardian higher authoring had yet to give 
ed coup plot of Feb. 24, might name of the doctor who is keep- Potenciano Kapunan, a cousin of gency last month. country” in Mindanao. the "green light" to print and dis- 
have taken refuge in the ing him,” Igbal told the Inquirer Red Kapunan's, denied that — Honasan, who is facing coup Supt. Federico Dulay, North tribute the wanted posters. 
province. in Cotabato City. Honasan was in Capiz d'etat charges, is the suspected Cotabato police director, said the It offered no explanation, and 
The source raised the possi Iqbal said it was the only infor- He said Red had ceased to mastermind in the 2003 Oakwood police force had always been on merely said the matter was still 
ty because two of Honssams mation he could share because communicate with Honasan mutiny mounted by the Magdalo high aler against plone, who “under process.” 
ex-colleagues in the Reform the “Honasan is not our enemy.” Since the latter became a senator. group of junior military officers. might seek refuge in the province. After the Department of Interi- 
Armed Forces Movement—Ed- “But we are not supporting him Besides, Red did not support He has denied any part in the "But as of now, we have no in- or and Local Government put up 
wardo “Red” Kapunan and Billy either” Iqbal added. Honasan during the two elections mutiny. Recently, he was quoted formation from members of our the P5-million bounty for 
M tret colonels ay Polce had earlier said that he ran for senator, Poren- as saying that he would not sur- inteligence community regard: Honasan las week, the PNP said 
both natives of Capi Honasan was last sighted in the ciano said. render to authorities. ing Honasan’s whereabouts inthe it would print some 5,000 want- 
"Thus, the former senator may cities of Bacolod and Cagayan de He added that Bibit, nowaco se aydi 2 province,” he said. ed posters carrying his photo as 
be in the care of Kapunan's rela- Oro. lector of the Bureau of Customs, ‘Guardian country’ Dulay said Honasan would be well as those of Felix Turingan, 
tives in Mambusao town or Bibit's He was also reportedly seen did not support Honasan any- Maj. Gen. Agustin Dema-ala, arrested on sight if there was a Virgilio Briones, Romeo Lazo, 
kin in Barangay Agloway in Pani- early last week in Dumangas more. commander of the Army's 6th In- warrant of arrest for him. Ernesto Macahiya, George Dul- 
tan, the source said. town in lloilo (where he suppos- Himself a retired Army fantry Division, said he had dis- E dulaoand Lina Reyes. — Reports 
But Mohagher Iqbal, chiefpeace edly visited a doctor-friend), as colonel Honasan entered politics patched agents to verify reports No green light from Felipe V. Celino, PDI 
negotiator of the secessionist Moro Well as in Negros Occidental. after being granted amnesty for of Honasan's presence in North A week after announcing that Visayas Bureau; Jeoffrey 
Islamic Liberation Front, said a o. ^. Teadingaseries of bloody coup at- Cotabato. it would issue wanted posters of | Maitem and Dennis Jay C. San- 
physician was hiding Honasan No communication tempts against the Aquino ad- — Honasanisoneofthefounders Honasan and six others charged tos, PDI Mindanao Bureau; 
somewhere in North Cotabato. ‘And just as police were getting ministration in the 1980s. of the Guardians Brotherhood with coup d'etat, the Philippine Luige A. del Puerto in Manila 


Senga warns of more coup attempts by Left, Right, rebs 


From pago Al rooted in a single stroke,” he from Ms Arroyo, who has been vigil there. for this country, not do I believe! avoid the "nightmare" of soldiers 
members of the Philippine Con- went on. accused of cheating in the 2004 — "[Then] the real plan would know who does, outside freeelec- shooting each other, which hap- 
stitution Association (Philconsa) Senga complaided that their elections. unfold: Sympathetic units from tions. The military leadership are pened in the 1989 coup d'etat 
on Tuesday. attempt to counter further Ex-Scout Rangers chief Brig. the AFP would make military neither kings nor kingmakers,” staged by the Young Officers 
š tary uprisings "is further made Gen. Danilo Lim and Marine Col. strikes that would allow the plot- he went on. Union led by Lim and Querubin. 
Media blamed dificul by the propensity of cer. Ariel Querubin disclosed their tero seize power, culminating Senga said the military should Rebel Marines shot at fellow 
Sengapariyblamedthemedis tain sectors of the media to ro- plan to Senga, apparently hoping ina final takeover of the seat of never again intervene in the na- Marines in the Camp Aguinaldo 
for portraying rebel military offi- manticize erring officers and sol. to convince him to withdraw sup- government,” Senga said in his tion's political troubles, bringing siege. 
cers and soldiers as “messianic diers, portraying them as mes- port from Ms Arroyo as former speech. to mind how the AFP chief of “It was the bloodiest incident 
figures,” sianic figures that they are cer- AFP Chief of Staff Angelo Reyes To reports he was offered to staffs withdrawal of support in the 1989 coup attempt. That 
He said Ms Arroyo's critics tainly not.” did to former President Joseph head the so-called transition gov- from Estrada allowed then Vice incident must not happen again, 
“will always find allies in oppor- “This is not helping the AFP Estrada in 2001. ernment after Ms Arroyo's ouster, President Arroyo to assume the It should never happen again,” 
tunist personalities who will not heal past wounds of divisiveness |. Senga declared he would never presidency in 2001. stressed Senga, as he vowed to 
hesitate to bankroll” plots to oust and in fact indirectly encourages Final takeover agree to such a setup. prosecute those involved in the 
her from office. ‘our younger officers to adopt the Senga said the plan was for — “I will resist the establishment Never again Feb. 24 foiled coup before mili- 
‘We were fortunately able to wrong values and warp their per. military elements to announce a of a “military caretaker govern. “Never again will the AFP be tary and civilian cours, 
blunt the ever-closer left- messem] ‘withdrawal of support from the ment” or a “transition council” used for ulterior political mo- Lim and Querubin and other 
fatrightist alliance for the ime Themüaryleadershipfolleda President on Feb, 24 when the even atthe cost of my own life, if tives," vowed Senga, who was YOU | rebel were granted 
Pee Now isnot the time to plan by the Marines, Scout Edsa People Power II anniversary that is what circumstance de- the military spokesperson in amnesty in 1995 slong with the 
relaxour vigilance. Thisallianee Rangers and the Philippine Na- rallies would have reached a mandsofme,"hesaid, 2001. Reform the Armed Forces Move- 
see evening for overtwo tional Police Special Aegon Foree "triüical mass; then they would “lam not so presumptuous as ^ He sald the military should ment (RAM) rebels led by ex-Col. 
years now and will not be up- on Feb. 24 to withdraw support march on Malacafiang and hold tobelieve that! know whatis best stick to the chain of command to Gregorio Honasan. 
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PCGG dragging its feet on coco levy farmers say 


By Alcuin Papa ment on the Cojuangco petition, promise agreement for the coco _Buthedeclinedtorevealtheirar- prise 13.33 percent of the 20-per- used the levy funds to buy shares in 
which the Sandiganbayan ai levy funds now estimated to guments saying they did not want. cent block of San Miguel shares San Miguel, the United Coconut 

MILITANT PEASANT GROUPS graft court has set for hearing amounttoP120 billion: to telegraph their punches to the whose ownership is still under dis- Planters Bank, and various coconut 
accused the Presidential Commis- today “Al their efforts seem to indicate Cojuangco camp. pute, Although the Sandiganbayan trading firms, coconut oil mills and 
sion on Good Government But according to Willy Marbella, they are probably pushing a com- “Better hear the comment to- allowed Cojuangco to vote the exportfirms. 
(PEGG) of dragging itsfeetinde- theinteral deputy secretary gener- promise deal. Thats their thrust morrow ltsa good one and was de- shares, he is not allowed to sell — These acquired assets were not ,,, 
fending the goveraments claim al of the Kilusang Magbubukid ng rightnow and they wouldnotmove cided upon with wise thoughts” them while their ownership has not placed in the name of the Philip- 
to the coconut levy funds and ul- Pilipinas (KMP), what the PCGG an inch to jeopardize a compromise Sabio said. been settled. pine Coconut Authority but under 
timately the interest of the coun- should do is to immediately flean agreement," he said. In the petition filed last Thurs- — The20 percent is part of of the 14 holding companies under the 
trys coconut farmers. opposition to Cojuangco'spetitionif  POGG chair Camilo Sabio yester- day Cojuangco, who chairs San 47-percent block of Sen Miguel Coconut Indusry Investment 

l hey svongly opposed apestion it's really serious about defending day claimed the POGG commission- Miguel asked for permission to shares that the government se. Fund owned by six oil mills. These ,, 
by controversial businessman Ed- the interest of the coconut farmers. ers had already heard of Cojuang- sell 73.3 million San Miguel questered in 1986 on the ground assets were held by the UCPB, the 
uardo “Danding” Cojuangco asking “The PCGG has already surren- co's plan and were planning to sub- shares: ostensibly to pay off P6 bil- that they were bought with coco CIF: administrator. 
theSondiganbiyanbealowedto dered the coco levy funds to mittheir commenttodaybeforethe lion worth of loans ostensibly in- levy funds. The levy was a forced The, Supreme Court in 2001 
sell P6 billion worth of disputed Danding. They should have been anti-graft court. curred by 14 so-called “cocolevy- tax collected between 1973 and ruled that the coco levy funds were 
Shares in food and beverage giant vigilant and be proactive, notre- “The Office of the Solicitor Gen- funded” corporations tothe Unit- 1982 through a decree issued by prima facie public funds. The 
San Miguel Corp. that were bought active," said Marbella. eral will issue a comment for us to ed Coconut Planters Bankand the the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos. Sandiganbayan in 2003 declared 
with the levy funds. Marbella believes that the the Sandiganbayan on our side on Bank of Commerce. “The government claims that Co- the levy funds were conclusively 

"he PCOG yesterday said it "master plan" of the PCGG after March 23 when they appear forthe The 73.3 milion shares that Co- juangeo who was administrator of public funds held by government in 
would file with the court a com- all was really to shoot for a com- hearing. Sabio said. juangco is proposing to sell com- the levy had with his associates trust for the coconut farmers. 
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Garci passport faked, says Bangko Sentral 


From page Al Muslim friends in Mindanao, tures ofa passport.” tion of official documents. report in light of the new revela- was behind the manufactured © 
the administration," he said. reading and writing his memoirs. According to the BSR the sit “But how else will you describe tion. passport. 

Four officers of the BSP Bank In his testimony, Garcillano features ofthe passport that did it?” Remulla said. Santos said the task of the five “I have some names but I am 
Notes and Securities Printing De- maintained his innocence but ad- not conform to standards were: Locsin said the possibility that the committees had long been done not ready to divulge them simply 
partment based in Quezon City mitted having talked once with @Size (123 mm X 85 mm), passport was irregular was already but that “the other committees because were still pursuing the 
Ponducted the examination, Ms Arroyo at the height of the “smaller chan standard,” which is contained in the committee report. [in a separate investigation] can leads on those personalities,” 
"which was formally requested by canvassing of votes. 125mm X88 mm. “Yteovers all angles, And in the make use ofthe [BSP findings).” Lacson told reporters yesterday. 
the committees only after Gard The opposition said the wire- Inside front cover (data event that there is a finding that Locsin said Garcillano’s insis. „He said "nobody else", but 
lano had tumed in his two pass. taps were evidence that Ms Ar- page) and inside back cover: pa- the regularity ofthe passport sub- tence on not leaving the country Malacafang could have ordered 
ports—No, BB602533, valid from royo manipulated the 2004 presi- per and print. mitted by Garcillano cannot be was “the only clear statement he the tampering of Garcillanos 
Nov.8, 1996, toNov.8,2001, and dential election, but Garcillano © Stitching: additional stitch sustained, there are recommen- made.” passport because it was “the par- 
canceled on Feb. 11, 2002, and said they proved nothing. along the seam. dations there asto who should be “Basically, he had successfully tyin interest.” 

No. JJ243816, valid from Feb. 11,  Garcillano said there was noth- © Pages 1 to 32: presence of held liable,” he said. avoided giving any responsive Lacson said Garcillano should 
2002, to Feb. 11, 2007. ing to support allegations fhathe cuts and joints along the seam. Remulla urged the House "to answerstoallquestionsoftheop- also be held liable "because he is 

"The two pesspons had no entry filed the results to give Ms Arroyo which should not have been find out” the identities of the positon. Nothing. They were not the owner and holder of the pass- 
showing that Garcillano hadleftthe a one-million vote lead over her there. civilians and governmentofficials able to pin him down,” Locsin port.” 
Philippines for any other country. nearest rival, the movie actor Fer- — ePage 32: the text who might have helped Garcil- said, adding: 

‘The “Hello Garci” scandal, involv- nando Poe Jr, (since deceased). 'BISANISA" on the upper portion lano flee the country. "Its the plenary that will de- No issues answered 
ing purported witetspped conversa. Lastbecember Domingo Luce- of the page should nothave been But Locsin said immigration cide what actions we can take The 18-page committee report 
tions between President Macapa- nario, assistant secretary for con- there. officials could not be faulted if from here.” failed to unravel the “Hello Garci” 
palArroyo and Garcillano, suggest sular affairs of the Departmentof @ Print quality of the text: Garcillano managed toescape via But Locsin sald he was baffled controversy 
‘ed cheating in the 2004 polls. Foreign Affairs, said that accord- “Sakaling maaksidente o ma- the country's “backdoor” as to why Garcillano would sub- Tne report said the 1 hearings 

"The scandal triggered the resig- ing to DFA records, passport No. matay...” and the lines on Page 32 E mit the passportifitwas fake. attended by 16 witnesses "only 
nations of 10 key officials ofthe Ar- JJ243816 was issued on Feb. 11, donotconform to standard. Solo flight “He could have said thathelost raised more issues and answered 
Toyo adminisuation and threat- 2002, to Virgilio Olivar Garci- According to the BSP it manu- Locsin told reporters that the it. Definitely, he was ying on that none.” 
wald to unseat the incumbent. lano Jr. by the DFA regional office factures and delivers blank pass- BSP findings did not immediately point (not leaving Mindanao). He It said Congress should "con. 

At one point, Ms Arroyo admit- in Cagayan de Oro. port booklets to the DFA. validate the “conspiracy theory” mayhave an explanation,” Locsin tinue to seek the answers ... and 
tediphoning an election official, Sought yesterday for comment, “The filling in ofthe applicants’ that Malacafiang was behind Gar. said in particular subpoena phone 
apologized for the “lapse in judg- DFA spokesperson Gilberto Asuque personal data on the passport and cilanos supposed escape to allow t. records to establish likelihood or 
ape urdenedwrangioing.  disiaimed lability: "We cannot the issuance of passports are himtoevadetheHouse inquiry. Fixers unlikelihood that the alleged 

‘The candal led to her im- guarantee the autenticity of the functions of the DFA," Suratos “It could be a solo fight,” said Opposition Sen. PanfiloLacson wiretapping conversations could 
peachment in the House, but her passport or its genuineness because said in a letter dated March 20, Locsin. said he had the names of the “fix- have taken place." 

Pies managed to quash che case. kis the central bank of the Philip- 2006, and addressed ro Rep. Em- To which Remulla said: “It's ers from Pasay” who produced The report was silent on the 
$ pines that prints the blank pass- mylou Talino-Santos. possible that other government Garcillano’s passport. possible culpability of Ms Arroyo 
Contrary to S'pore report ports. The DFA only putsthename , $ agencies may not be involved. The senator said the BSP find- and Garcillano. 

In his three appearances before ofthe person on the passport. Notexpert . Stil it compels us to ask more ings vindicated his allegation last Even the question of authentic- 
thelHouse inguin last year Gare. "lt is the central bank that Both Representatives Santos questions, (such as] Who helped December that the passport was ity of the audio tapes ‘can only be 
Jano, 68, insisted thatlewas inthe guarantees the authenticity and and Teodoro Locsin, chairs of the him leave the country?” manufactured to disprove the answered when the person or en- 
‘country as the scandal was raging. genuineness of a blank passport. House committees on public infor- Santos said the BSP findings Singapore government report tity responsible for the alleged 

His vesimony ran contrary toa ies upto the central bank tocom- mation and electoral reforms, re- had no impact on the committee that Garcillano stopped in the wiretaps admit to the act ~- or 
report by the Singapore govem- ment on the authenticity orgen. spectively refused to use the word report that was adopted by the city-state enroutetoa third coun- when the persons who engaged 
ment that he stopped in the uinenessofa passport. “fake” to describe the passport. five committees last week. tryon July 14. in the conversations admit to 
city-state on July 14 last year en "We are not experts to make “We will just adopt the com- He had claimed then that Se- them, as the President may have 
route toa third country. 6 features such conclusions,” said Locsin, mittee report, subject to amend- nior Supt. Asher Dolina, head of done in her public apology on 27 

‘Garcilsno said tharduring the “We don'thave the expertise to who said it was up to the Depart- ments in the plenary.” she said, the Philippine National Police's June 2005,"itsald. With reports 
tima hawas presumed abroad he determine the quality ofthe pa- ment of Justice to charge Garcil- explaining that it would be up to Criminal Investigation and De- from Philip C. Tubera and Nikko 
hadsoughtrefuge in thehomesof per as well as the security fea- lano with perjury and falsifica- the whole chamber to amend the tection Group in Metro Manila, Dizon 


All systems go for gov't STL to kill illegal numbers game 


From page Al STL notonly as a jueteng killer but for agent licenses and making a wouldnotrideonSTLbyholdingil- czar) already told me that illegal entities with so-called franchises 

He changed his tune yesterday. also as a contributor to President dry run ofthe program. Jegal jueteng operations and mobi. bookies have already started us- from the sweepstakes agency, ac- 
"Our main job was mainly anti- Macapagal-Arroyo's goal of creat- 4 lizing thousands of “cobradores” ing STL results for their jueteng cording to the interior secretary. 
jueteng. The work of the anti- ing 10 million jobs in six years. STLin Pampanga (sales agents) with fake IDs. draws," Puno said in a phone in- j 
jueteng task force ended with the Defensor said the PCSO would So far, STL is in operation only Earlier yesterday, Puno said he  terview. DILG not authorized 
JtreloronSept 15.Soweare be in charge of ruming in Pampanga—the hometown of asked forthesuspensionoftheSTL. Puno said the DILG and the Puno alse said the DILG was 
Out ofie” he said ina statement. STL—from picking the winning President Macapagal-Arroyo and because the Department of Interior PNP needed all the details ofSTL not authorized to operate STL. 
"We are no longer needed. The two-number combinations be- playground of the biggestjueteng and Local Government (DILG) and operations so they could go after ^ "Ive nothing to do with where 
monitoring and enforcement are tween 1 and 40 in each province operators in the country-—but it the PNP had yet to be informed of jueteng operations despite the (the STe) came from or where it’s 
now with the local government to tapping provincial agents who would be up and running in the its operational details. presence ofa legal alternative. going. I'e everything to do with 
units while the operations are wouldbe required tohave PS mil- nextfewdaysin Laguna, Quezon, Puno said that while operators 444, E keeping the illegal from gaining 
handled by the PCSO." WoninpaidupcapitalandPSmi- Bataan, Occidental Mindoro and of the STL coordinated with “Mix of operations ground because of the legal,” 

With Defensor and Puno lionin bond. Quezon City, according to the provincial, city and municipal po- “They didn’t go through the Puno said, referring to the way 
around the operations of STL are “The PCSO will implement this presidential chief of staff. Tice officials they failed to sit PNP chain (of command ie. STL may have provided a legal 
Sound ane chri tle hands” under experimental basis and i ^ Defensor held a briefing short- down with officials of the DILG through Lomibao). While the STL front for jueteng operations in 
Hagedorn said. will go for one year,” he said. ly after he and Puno met with of- and PNP Director General Arturo has its own collectors, jueteng Luzon. 

"Ris meen light came a dayaf- ' He explained that sine the PCSO ficials ofthe PCSO and Hagedorn Lomibao to iron out operational bookies manage to get into the  Hesaki that even Givi 
ter Defensor announced that had already consummated several in Malacafiang to thresh out the defects such as providing a legal mix of operations. We can’t tell Corporate Counsel Agnes Di- 
Malacafiang had wanted STIs op- deals with private agents, the govem- details of STL, including who front for jueteng. them apart,” Puno said. vanadera had yet to render a le- 
erations suspended until its im- ment could face legal suits ifit decid- should take charge of the project. i “The policeman finds himself gal opinion on the way the PCSO- 
plementing guidelines were ed to defer the STL implementation. He said Puno, who wields con- Illegal bookies baffled,” he said. STL operates with so-called fran- 
cleared up. Defensor said te PCSO had troloverthe Philippine National Po- “Mayor (Edward) Hagedorn Only the PCSO and its agents chise holders in such pilot areas a 

Despite opposition from the been working on STL for the past lice (PNP), would take care ofen- (of Puerto Princesa, President have the mandate under the law Pampanga, Quezon and Quezon 
Church, Malacafiang is endorsing six months—holding a bidding suring that unscrupulous persons Macapagal-Arroyo's antijueteng to operate lotteries, not private City. 


Gringo sighted here, there and everywhere 


From page Al ‘We were informed by ourreli- hot on his tracks, Honasan disap- — He disappeared from publi Movement, which counts civi- National Police appeared to have 
said Honasan, who carries a able informant regarding peared, reports said, view shortly before President ians, soldiers, policemen and changed its mind. 
P5-million price on his head for Honasans presence two days But just as quickly as the specu- Macapagal-Arroyo imposed a politicians as members. North The PNP yesterday said that 
aoa pee cathe purport, ago. Our source even gave us the lation was made, businessman weeklong national state of emer- Cotabato is known as Guardian Hig er authorities had yet to give 
ed coup plot of Feb. 24, might name of the doctor who is keep- Potenciano Kapunan, a cousin of gency last month. country" in Mindanao. the "green light" to print and dis- 
Siu hex “refuge im the ing him,” Igbal told the Iguman Red Kapunan’s, denied that — Honasan, who is facing coup Supt. Federico, Dulay North tribute the wanted posters. 
province. in Cotabato City. Honasan was in Capiz. d'etat charges, is the suspected Cotabato police director said the It offered no explanation, and 
Tha source raised the possibili- Iqbal said it was the only infor- He said Red had ceased to mastermind in the 2003 Oakwood police forte had always been on merely said the matter was still 
ty because two of Honasen’s mation he could share because communicate with Honasan mutiny mounted by the Magdalo high die against plotters who “under process.” 
ex-colleagues in the Reform the “Honasan isnot our enemy.” since the latter became asenator. group of junior military officers, might seek refuge in the province. ‘After the Department of Interi- 
Samed Forces Movement--Ed.  “Butwearenotsupportinghim Besides, Red did not support He has denied any part in the “But as of now, we have noin- or and Local Government put up 
uuardo “Red” Kapunan and Billy either,” Iqbal added. Honasan duringthetwoelections mutiny. Recently, he was quoted formation from members of our the PS-million | bounty for 
ME ironed coloncls—are Police had earlier said that he ran for senator, Poten- as saying that he would not sur- intelligence community regard, Moe last week, the PNP said 
both natives of Capiz. Honasan was last sighted in the ciano said. render to authorities. ingHonasan’s whereabouts nthe it would print some 5,000 want- 
‘Thus, the former senator may cities of Bacolod and Cagayan de He added that Bibit, now acol- (co iu 5 province,” he said. ed posters carrying his photo as 
be in the care of Kapunan's rela- Oro. lector of the Bureau of Customs, ‘Guardian country’ Dulay said Honasan would be well as those of Felix Turingan, 
be in the care of Kapunan's ren: He was also reportedly seen did not support Honasan any: — Maj Gen. Agustin Demaala, arrested on sight if there was a Virgilio Briones, Reais Lazo, 
kin in Barangay Agloway in Pani- early last week in Dumangas more. commander of the Army's 6th In- warrant of arrest for him. Ernesto Macahiya, George Dul- 
tan, the source said. town in lloilo (where he suppos- Himself a retired Army fanty Division, said he had dis- i dulao and Lina Reyes. — Reports 
ut Mohagher Iqbal, chief peace edly visited a doctorfrend), as colonel, Honasan entered polities patched agents to verify reports No green light from Felipe V. Celino, PDI 
negotiator of the secessionist Moro wellasinNegros Occidental, after being granted amnesty for of Honasan presence In North , A week after announcing that Visayas Bureau; Jeoffrey 
Islamic Liberation Front, said a ens, Teadinga series of bloody coup at- Cotabato. it would issue wanted posters of | Maitem and Dennis Jay C. San- 
physician was hiding Honasan No communication tempts against the Aquino ad- Honasan is one of the founders Honasan and six others charged tos, PDI Mindanao Bureau; 
somewhere in North Cotabato. And just as police were getting ministration in the 1980s. of the Guardians Brotherhood with coup d'etat, the Philippine Luige A. del Puerto in Manila 


Senga warns of more coup attempts by Left, Right, rebs 


From page Al rooted in a single stroke,” he from Ms Arroyo, who has been vigil there. for this country, not do I believe! avoid the “nightmare” of soldiers 
members of the Philippine Con- went on. : Merused of cheating in the 2004 [Then] the real plan would know who does, outside free elec- shooting each other, which hap- 
stitution Association (Philconsa) Senga complaitled that their elections. unfold: Sympathetic units from tions. The military leadership are pened in the 1989 coup d'etat 
on Tuesday. attempt to counter further mili- — Ex-Scout Rangers chief Brig. the AFP ‘would make military neither kings nor kingmakers,” staged by the Young Officers 
tary uprisings “is further made Gen, Danilo Lim and Marine Col. strikes that would allow the plot. he went on. Union led by Lim and Querubin. 
Media blamed diftcuk by the propensity of cer- Ariel Querubin disclosed their ters to seize power, culminating Senga said the military should Rebel Marines shot at fellow 
Senga partly blamed the media tain sectors of the media to ro- plan to Senge, apparently hoping ina final takeover of the seat of never again intervene in the na Marines in the Camp Aguinaldo 
for portraying rebel military offi- manticize erring officers and sol- to convince him to withdraw sup- government, Senga said in his tion's political troubles, bringing siege. 
cers and soldiers as “messianic diers, portraying them as mes- port from Ms Arroyo as former speech. to mind how the AFP chief of “It was the bloodiest incident 
figures.” sianic figures that they are cer- ARP Chief of Staff Angelo Reyes To reports he was offered to staff's withdrawal of support in the 1989 coup attempt. That 
He said Ms Arroyo's critics tainly not.” did to former President Joseph head the so-called transition gov- from Estrada allowed then Vice incident must not happen again. 
ill always find allies in oppor- "This is not helping the AFP Estrada in 2001. emmentafterMs Arroyo's ouster, President Arroyo to assume the It should never happen again, 
tunist personalities who will not heal past wounds of divisiveness Senga declared he would never presidency in 2001. stressed Senga, as he vowed to 
hesitate to bankroll” plots to oust and in fact indirectly encourages Final takeover agree to such a setup. prosecute those involved in the 
her from office, our younger officers to adopt the Senga said the plan was for “I will resist the establishment Never again Feb, 24 foiled coup before mili- 
“We were fortunately able to wrong values and hs their per- military elements to announce a of a “military caretaker govern — "Never again will the AFP be tary and civilian courts. 


blunt the ever-closer left- spectives," he said, Withdrawal of support from the ment” or a "transition council” used for ulterior political mo- Lim and Querubin and other 
Mefehtistaliance for the time The military leadership folleda President on Feb, 24 when the even at the cost of my own life, if tives,’ vowed Senga, who was YOU rebels were granted 
Beg Now isnot the time to plan by the Marines, Scout Edsa People Power Il anniversary that is what circumstance de- the military spokesperson in omeny 1995 along with the 
relax our vigilance. This alliance Rangers and the Philippine Na- rallies would have reached a mands ofme,"he said. 2001. Reform the Armed Forces Move- 
r g aning forovertwo tional Police Special Acton Porce “critical mass,” then they would "I am not so presumptuous as He said the military should menr (RAM) rebels led by ex-Col. 
years now and will not be up- on Feb. 24 to withdraw support march on Malacafang and hold to believe that 1know whatis best stick tothe chain of command to Gregorio Honasan. 
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PCGG dragging its feet on coco levy, farmers say : 


g 

By Alcuin Papa ment on the Cojuangco petition, promise agreement for the coco — Buthededinedtorevealtheirar. prise 13.33 percent of the 20-per- used the levy funds to buy shares in 
Which the Sandiganbayan anti levy funds now estimated to guments saying they did not want. cent block of Sen Miguel shares Son Miguel, the United Coconut 

MILITANT PEASANT GROUPS graft court has set for hearing amounttoP120 billion: to telegraph their punches to the whose ownership is still under dis- Planters Bank, and various coconut 
accused the Presidential Commis- today. "All their efforts seem to indicate Cojuangco camp. pute. Although the Sandiganbayan trading firms, coconut oil mills and 
sion on Good Government But according to Willy Marbella, they are probably pushing a com- “Better hear the comment to- allowed Cojuangco to vote the export firms. 
HOGG) nf drgeingitsfectin de. theinteral epuy secretary gener- promise deal. Thats their thrust morrow. lesa good oneand wasde, shares he © not alowed fo sell — These acquired assets were not ., 
Ree aaa S ments claim al of the Kilusang Magbubukid ng rightnow and hey would notmove cided upon with wise thoughts,” them while their ownership has not placed in the name of the Philip- ^ 
to the coconut levy funds and ul- Pilipinas (KMP), what the PCGG an inch to jeopardize a compromise Sabio said. been settled. pine Coconut Authority but under 
timately the interest of the coun- should do is to immediately fle an agreement,” he said. In the petition filed last Thurs- The 20 percent is part of of the 14 holding companies under the 
try's coconut farmers. opposition to Cojuangco's petition if PCGG chair Camilo Sabio yester- day, Cojuangco, who chairs San 47-percent block of San Miguel Coconut Industry Investment 

Ves arongiy opposed a petition irs really serious about defending day aimed the POGG commision- Miguel asked for permission to dms dae the, greet P Fund owned by six oil mills. These , 
by coloured businessman Ed- theinterestofthecoconutfarmers. ers had already heard of Cojuang- sell 733 million San Miguel quested in 1986 on the ground assets were held by the UCPB, the 
wardo “Danding” Cojuangco asking “The PCGG has already surren- co's plan and were | planning to sub- shares ostensibly to pay ‘off P6bil- that they were bought with coco CIIF administrator. 
Te cendiganbyanvobesllowedt dered the coco levy funds to mit their comment today beforethe lion worth of loans ostensibly in- levy Funds. e levy was a forced The Supreme Court in 2001 c 
sell P6 bilion worth of disputed Danding. They should have been anti-graft court. curred by 14 so-called “coco levy- tax collected between 1973 and ruled that the coco levy funds were 
shares in food and beverage giant Lnd be proactive, notre. “The Office of the Solicitor Gen- funded” corporations to the Unit- 1982 through a decree issued by prima facie public funds. The 
San Miguel Corp. that were bought said Marbella. eral wil issue a comment for us to ed Coconut Planters Bankandthe the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos. Sandiganbayan in 2003 declared 
with the levy funds. Marbella believes that the the Sandiganbayan on our side on Bank of Commerce. "The government claims that Co- the levy funds were conclusively 

th he MG yesterday said it “master plan’ of the POGG after March 23 when they appearforthe The 73.3 milion shares that Co- juango, who was admins ‘of public funds held by government in 
would file with the court a com- all was really to shoot for a com- hearing," Sabio said. juangco is proposing to sell com- the levy, had with his associates trust for the coconut farmers. 
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Palace to regulate all gov't ad budgets 


Frompage Al 

entire government's advertising 
budget, "what is more impor- 
tant is coordination of all mass 
media initiatives.” Bunye 
claimed to have read the EO on- 
lyonce. 

Iuquinz research showed that 
the national government, exclud- 
ing GFls and GOCCs, racked up 
P341.7 million in advertising ex- 
penses based on the 2005 nation- 
al budget. 

An industry executive who 
monitors ad spending said the 
Philippine Charity Sweep- 
stakes Office (PCSO) and 
Philippine Amusement and 
Gaming Corp. (Pagcor) are 
among the top 20 ad spenders 
in the country, both private and 
government. 

Inguimer Research also found 
that in 2004, the PCSO had an ad 
budget of P444.8 million; Pag- 
cor, P125.9 million, but it also 
had P194.3 million in PR expens- 
es and P1.1 billion in marketing 
expenses. 

GSIS had an ad budget of only 
P5.2 million but it also had 
P151.9 million in PR expenses. 

The ad budgets of other gov- 
emment agencies are Philippine 
‘Tourism Authority, P121.3 mil- 
lion; Home Development Mutual 
Fund, P112.7 million; Philippine 
International Trading Corp., P7.9 
million; Trade & Investment De- 


velopment Corp. of the Philip- 
pines, P6.9 million; Center for In- 
ternational Trade Expositions & 
Missions, P6.6 million; and Na- 
tional Food Authority, P5.9 mil- 
lion. 

National Home Mortgage Fi- 
nance Corp., P3.2 million; Peo- 
ple's Television Network, P2.8 
million; Manila International 
Airport Authority, P1.9 mil- 
lion; Bases Conversion Devel- 
opment Authority, P1.4 mil- 
lion; Technology & Livelihood 
Resource Center, P1.2 million; 
Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines, P1.1 million; and Philip- 
pine Ports Authority, P1.0 mil- 


Worse than PDI 

"es worse than the [INQUIRER] 
ad boycott by Erap," he said, re- 
ferring to the boycott of the In- 
quier in 1999 by movie produc- 
ers at the behest of then President 
Joseph Estrada. "This is more 
far-reaching,” 

On July 8, 1999, Estrada goad- 
ed movie producers into pulling 
out their ads from the INQUIRER by 
promising to grant their request 
for tax incentives, saying that the 
newspaper had been “terribly un- 
fair" to him. 

The producers agreed. Shortly 
after, government corporations 
followed suit. By the end of the 
month, half of the paper's top 10 


Bulusan volcano spews ash, 


From page Al 
utes and was accompanied by an 
earthquake. 

Resident voleanologist Bella 
Tubianosa said that due to the 
westward wind direction, only 
Barangays Cogon, Tinampo, Gu- 
lang and Bolos in Irosin town and 
Barangays Bacolod, Sapa, 
Sangkayon and Biriran in Juban 
town were covered by the ash fall. 


resident volcanologist_ who is 
based in Legazpi City in Albay, said 
late yesterday afternoon. 

Laguerta, who went to Bulusan 
to assist in monitoring activites, 
said there was not much hazard or 
threat to life at present but only in- 
convenience to local residents, ex- 
cept for those near the crater. 


*One-shot deal’ 

He said no succeeding activity 
had yer taken place after Tuesdays 
ash explosion. Bulusan usually ex- 
hibits a “one-shot deal" —meaning, 
once it explodes, it wil take days be- 
fore another activity occurs, he said. 

Laguerta noted the reactiva- 
tion of certain fissures down the 
slopes, as manifested by smoke 
emissions. 

Tübianosa said the ash ejection 
was preceded by at least 63 vol- 
canic quakes and a loud grum- 
bling 

Phivoles warned people to 
stay away from areas within 4 
km of the crater that has been 


More explosions 

“Phivolcs expects more explo- 
sions to occur in view of the vol- 
cano's recent reactivation,” the 
agency said in its bulletin issued 
at8 a.m. yesterday. 

‘An explosion-type earthquake 
accompanied the explosion at 
10:58 p.m., but three more earth- 
quakes followed at 11:30 p.m., 
11:32 p.m. and 11:37 p.m. 

“Technically, it's an eruption, al- 
though its only an ash explosion 
since the materials spewed were 
mostly ash and not pyroclastic 
ones," Ed Laguerta, Mount Mayon 


PIMENTEL: Worse than PDI ad 
boycott 


and television broadcasting but 
also print media with his 
takeover of the Philippine News 
Agency. 

"The President has vested the 
Communication Group with the 
power to “call upon any office in 
the executive branch, including 
GFIs and GOCCs, for such assis- 
tance as may be necessary in the 
performance of its functions. 


Muzzling media 

Ms Arroyo has likewise given 
the Communication Group the 
right to dip into the funds of the 
Office of the Press Secretary, 
Philippine Information Agency, 
government mass media orgar 


BUNYE: Important to 
coordinate media initiative 


advertisers had left. 

Under pressure from the 
Palace, big businesses also joined 
the boycott which lasted for five 
months. 

[The ad boycott cost the In- 
quiza tens of millions of pesos in 
forgone revenues.] 


Propaganda machine 

EO 511 is part of the on-going 
rationalization of Malacafangs 
propaganda machine with the 
Communication Group taking 
over the functions and assets of 
the Office of the Communication 
Director. 

Remonde will broaden his 
reach to include not only radio 


designated as a permanent dan- 
ger zone (PDZ). The zone, which 
covers portions of Juban, 
Barcelona, Bulusan and lrosin 
towns, is off-limits to the public 
because this will be affected by 
sudden explosions. 

Nearby communities near the 
zone have been warned against 
more ash explosions that could 
generate life-threatening vol- 
canic flows. 

At 6 am. yesterday, the 
Phivolcs’ seismic network around 
Bulusan recorded 18 low-fre- 
quency volcanic earthquakes, 41 
high-frequency ones, and four ex- 
plosion-type ‘earthquakes. 
High-frequency earthquakes are 
caused by the breaking of rocks, 
while low-frequency earthquakes 
are those caused by the move- 
ment of fluid or gas. 


mato Solidum said. Hazardous 
eruption is characterized by tall 
eruption columns, pyroclastic 
flows moving down the slope, 
and lava flows. 

Tubianosa said she could not 
yet tell if the volcano's situation 
‘would still worsen but her office 
was keeping a 24-hour vigil. 


Aerial survey 

Arnel Capili, regional director 
ofthe Office of Civil Defense, said 
an aerial survey of the volcano 
would be conducted today. 

‘On Sunday, the Phivoles raised 
Alert Level 1 in Bulusan after 
recording 73 high-frequency vol- 
canic earthquakes, much higher 
than the usual five volcanic 
quakes in 24 hours. The next day, 
its seismic network recorded 58 
volcanic earthquakes, compelling 
the agency to issue a warning on 
a possible explosion, which oc- 
curred Tuesday night. 

“These are phreatic explosions, 
which are a precursor to an erup- 


24-hour vigil 

"What we are warning against 
are the more dangerous kinds of 
explosion,” Phivoles Director Re- 
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(PDL-Mreh 2 20) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


In addition to the list eailar published on 14 October 2005 involving. 
cancelled agencies, the folowing companies do not have valid licenses 
lo recruit landbased and seabased workers for overseas employment 
as of 28 February 2006: 


CANCELLED AGENCIES (Agencies whose licenses were cancelled for 
committing recruitment violations) 


AIRA INTERNATIONAL AGENCY, INC. 
BEMIL MANAGEMENT TRADING & MANPOWER SERVICES INC. 
EXODUS HR IMMIGRATION AND PLACEMENT OFFICE 

. JUSERR INTERNATIONAL MANPOWER SERVICES 
KAIZEN ADMINISTRATIVE AND MANPOWER SERVICES, INC. 
MANILA MANPOWER SERVICES CORPORATION 
'SOLIMAR PLACEMENT CORPORATION 
WORLD NET INTERNATIONAL MANPOWER CO. LTD. 
YCL INTERNATIONAL MANPOWER SERVICES 


DELISTED AGENCIES (Agencies that failed to secure the renewal of 
their conse) 


|. AUSPHIL SHIP MANAGEMENT, INC. 
CAREER BUILDER INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
CALM SEA SHIPPING SERVICES, INC. 
GELMINA SHIPPING AGENCY INC. 
DOVER PLACEMENT AND SERVICES CORPORATION 
EFFICIENT INTERNATIONAL MANPOWER SERVICES INC. 

; GARNET OVERSEAS MANPOWER SYSTEMS, INC. 

| GOLDEN ANCHOR SHIPPING MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC. 
HOLLYWOOD STAFFING, INC. 

j. MR. INTERNATIONAL TALENT MANAGEMENT SERVICE 

SAFEWAY MARITIME BULKERS, INC. 
SECURE HORIZON LTD., INC. 
SJR DANCE STUDIO & PROMOTION INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
SOUTHEASTERN SHIPPING 
SPBA INTL. SERVICES & MANAGEMENT INC. 


‘The public Is encouraged to report to the POEA any recrulimant 
activity conducted by the above-named entities. 
Philippine 
Overs 
Employment 
Administration 


zations, GFIs and GOCCs. 

The Palace order comes in the 
wake of the furor over the gov- 
ernment’s high-profile attempts 
to control the media that began 
with the police raid on The Daily 
‘Tribune and Abante shortly after 
Ms Arroyo placed the country un- 
der a state of emergency on Feb. 
24. 

At the Senate inquiry into the 
acts carried out by the authorities 
during the weeklong state of 
emergency, attempts by Mala- 
cafiang to censor a large broad- 
cast network and harass a group. 
of journalists writing in-depth 
stories on anomalies surfaced. 


‘Call from gov't official’ 

ABS-CBN executives had report- 
ed getting arcal from a government 
official to stop airing the Feb: 26 
standoff arthe Maririe headquarters 
in Fort Bonifacio, aguig, while the 
Philippine, Center for Investigative 
Joumaliget (PCH) dlaited à gov- 
emment tviliaft agent tried twice 
to apply fora Warrant to seafch its 
premises in Quezoii Cit 

last week, Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez said the govem- 
ment was monitoring the PCI be- 
cause it posted dit its website audio 
files of the “Hello Garci” tapes and 
other materials, which he consid- 
ered “inciting to sedition.” 

The "Hello Garci” tapes are 
wiretapped conversations be- 


tween Ms Arroyo and former 
Election Commissioner Virgilio 
Garcillano, which, according to 
the opposition, showed that she 
rigged the 2004 presidential elec- 
tion, Ms Arroyo has denied steal- 
ing the election. 


Policy to blunt criticisms 

Pimentel said the new order 
could be part of Malacafiang’s 
‘emerging policy to blunt scathing 
criticisms of the administration 
from a broad spectrum of society, 
including the media. 

“It is in furtherance to control 
avenues of information and flow 
of government information,” he 
said in the interview. 

“She is indeed running amuck. 
It’s a manifestation that the Presi- 
dent will not stop at anything to 
effect her control over a popula- 
tion that she is terrorizing.” 

The senator said he was also 
verifying if the executive order 
had placed government corpora- 
tions under the Office of the Pres- 
ident. 

"What is more critical here is if 
that government-owned 
and-controlled — corporations, 
which theoretically are not under 
the Office of the President, are 
now being controlled by the Pres- 
ident through this executive or- 
der” he said. 

The senator has yet to obtain a. 
copy of the order. 


more explosions expected 


tion ... These indicate volcanic 
unrest,” Phivolcs volcanology of- 
ficer-in-charge Jaime Sincioco 
said in a phone interview. 

Sincioco said his office was 
treating the explosion as phreat- 
ic. This type of explosion occurs 
when water impounded in the 
crater flows into the cracks and 
meets the hot rocks, converting it 
tosteam. 


the country’s 22 active volcanoes. 
The Phivoles defines “active” as 
those that have erupted in the last. 
500 years. 

Before Tuesdays ash explo- 

m, Bulusan’s last activities 
were recorded from Nov. 27, 
1994 to January 1995. It only 
caused ash fall in villages in Bu- 
lusan, Barcelona, Casiguran, 
Juban, Irosin and Gubat towns 
and was accompanied by at 
least 14 minutes of weak 
tremor. 

The Philippines lies in an area 
in the Pacific basin that is vulner- 
able to earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions. 


Mt. Pinatubo 

Mount Pinatubo in Central 
Luzon erupted in 1991 in the 
century's biggest blast, burying 
dozens of villages under tons of 
mud after lying dormant for 600 
years. 

More than 800 people died in 
the wake of Pinatubo’s eruption, 
mostly from diseases in over- 
crowded evacuation camps. With 
reports from PDI Research, 
Reuters and AP 


Disaster council 

Yesterday, Gov. Raul Lee imme- 
diately called the Provincial Dis- 
aster Coordinating Council to a 
meeting to assess the situation 
and prepare for any eventuali- 
ties. 

Lee asked the Department of 
Education to make available its 
classrooms in the affected areas 
and even in towns that might be 
hit by ash fall for possible evacua- 
tion 

He mobilized the Philippine 
Army, Philippine National Police 
and the Bureau of Fire Protec- 
tion to clean up the national 
highway. 

Bulusan, 43 km south of the 
capital city of Sorsogon, is one of 


‘Access boundless career opportunities 
‘and be trained in the latest hiring trends 
as STI and its strategic partners invite you 
to join the Annual Job Placement Month 

st STI Campus ond submit 
your updated resume now! 


For more details, please call (02)810 


8100/ 887- 8447 loc. 5760 or visit ou 
website at www.alumni.si edu. 


GLUTAPHOS 


‘THE BRAIN VITAMIN 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


FARMERS — WHO 
‘were awarded a por- 

* tion of the estate of 
Roberto Cuenca, the 
son ofa former Marcos 
crony, under the gov- 
emment’s land reform 
program still could not 
occupy their lands, the 
Task Force Mapalad 
said yesterday. 

‘The installation of 
the 102 farmer bene- 
ficiaries of the Ha- 
clenda Velez-Malaga 


in Negros Occidental 
‘was postponed anew 
after the Registry of 
Deeds failed to re- 
store the certificate 
of lend ownership 
(CLOA) to them 
three months after a 
court ordered the 
restoration of the ti- 
tles to the farmers. 
Farmer leader 
Gerry Cahilig said 
the beneficiaries 
were also getting ex- 
asperated by the De- 
partment of Agrari- 
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farmers in December 
last year and in Jan- 
wary but both were 
cancelled. 

The first one was 
aborted because 


an Reform’s inability 
to implement the 
court order. 

The DAR had 
scheduled two instal- 
lations of the Malaga 


armed guards al- 
legedly hired by 
Cuenca blocked 
DAR representatives. 
and farmers from 
entering the 478-ha 


pem 
Office wits: P 
‘Comms Units: 


hacienda, o! 
114 hectares have farmers. 
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There are more surprises to come beyond this point. 
With this, Parker wishes all the graduates good luck in soiling through the real world. 


E 


Lea Mc ae 


a rr sp eNO 


on elegantly-crafted pens 


or sah 
ceta Special Gift Box 


on selected pen models! 


Promo period is from March 15 to April 20, 2006 Exclusively distributed by: of” sitar Paper Corporation 


na PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Basque separatists declare permanent cease 


VITORIA, SPAIN—THE BASQUE leaving their repressive ways be- havesaidthisbeforeanditwasn't helped finance its struggle with a. ratist leaders once ETA agreed to bombs with the words "Danger, 
“separatist group ETA on Wednes- hind,” the statement continued. true.” campaign of extortion targeting lay down its arms, and Spain's bomb." 
day announced a permanent Deputy Prime Minister Maria ETA has announced a number the business community. parliament has backed the move. Many Spaniards believed that 
Geasefite, bringing a dramatic Teresa Fernandez de la Vega said of ceasefires in the past, though Tnthelate 1980s, the group ob- after the March 11, 2004 terror 
fend to a decades-long campaign the announcement was “good never before said they were per- More home rule served a truce while holding attacks in Madrid carried out by 
of violence and closing the door news for Spaniards,” but added manently renouncing violence. Some have said the recent peace talks with the Spanish gov- Islamic extremists, ETA had effec- 
‘on one of Western Europe’s last that "the government must be "he ETA video showed three wave of explosions was an at- ernment in Algeria. tively been stymied. The idea 
active armed separatist move- more cautious than ever.” people seated at a table in font of tempt to pad their war chests be- And in September 1998 ide. that popular revulsion over ter- 
ments, "Itisourdesireandourwilthat an ETA flag, with their faces cov. foreaceasefiremadeittoolate. — clared what it called an open- rorism made deadly violence po- 
Ina video statement, ETA said this should be the beginning of the ered by droopy beige masks and all Last month, Prime Minister ended ceasefire that ultimately li ically unthinkable for the 
it “has decided to declare a per- end,” she said at the Senate. wearing Basque berets. The video Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero lasted 14 months. A single round group. 
jas deere on Friday, Ordinary Spaniards rejoiced at was played on national television said he was optimistic BTA would of peace talks during that tuce — Spare Socialist government. 
«March 24, 2006." thenews. and distributed to local Basque soon declare a truce. failed to yield an agreement to offered ETA negotiations last May 
arch 24,2006 ceasefire) isto" can't believe it” said Car. televisionand newspaper utes. Zapatero has been an outspo- end the conflict and ETA re. if it renounced violence, but the 
promote a democratic process in men Marichalar, 53, a Madrid Speculation about an end to ken proponent of granting more sumed attacks in January 2000. group has kept up a campaign of 
eBesquecounyandtobulda tourism office official. “Tthink ts ETAs armed campaign has been home rule to Spain's 17 regions, TTA has or staged a fatal at- relatively low violence and in a 
iheBesquethurk (a which our brilliant. Now they can negotiate building for months, despite are- including the Basque country and tack since May 2003, when a car recent statement BTA made no 
‘Fights as a people wil be recog- and bring an end to this terrorism cent wave of smallscale bomb- the northeastern economic Pew: bomb killed two policemen in the mention of laying down arms. 
nized,” the group said. which has gone on for so long in ings against Basque businesses. erhouse Catalonia. The issue has northern town of Sanguesa. ‘The group has claimed responsi- 
A Spain." About a dozen small bombs stirred great debate in Spain, " * bility for more than 800 deaths 
Cautious Sandra Dorada, a 29-year-old have gone off, most in the Basque with many on the right warning Warning before explosion ^ siñce the late 1960s in its campaign 
“ETA also calls on the Spanish postal worker, was equally jubilant: region, in the last three weeks. that the country could fall apart. In recent years, ETA has invari- to carve out an independent 
as cate es to pond " "ltramazing!IhopetoGodits The targets are businesses, banks The prime minister has offered ably phoned in warnings before Basque homeland in northern 
-positively to this new situation, true,” she said. “But they (ETA) and institutional offices. ETA has to hold talks with Basque sepa- explosions, and has even marked ‘Spain and southwest France. AP 


Reconciliation 

with Erap now 

in Puno’s hands, 
| says Defensor 


By Christine O. Avendaño 


INTERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT SEC- 
retary Ronaldo Puno from now on will spear- 
head the government's efforts to reconcile 
with deposed President Joseph Estrada, Presi- 
dential Chief of Staff Michael Defensor said 
yesterday. 

Defensor said he had earlier been tasked by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to oversee rec- 
onciliation talks with Estrada's camp, but, re- 
peating a mixed metaphor the President once. 
used in describing her detractors, he said he 
has grown weary of “chasing the bully in the 
school yard.” 

He said that he told Ms Arroyo recently of 
his decision to hand over the task to Puno and 
she agreed to it. 

“Ma'am, it's so hard to negotiate... you get 

M à VA e em exhausted when you do so much effort to rec- 
n MES " 1 LEER oncile and no one wants it anyway,” Defensor 
E i PEAN PRAE] recalled telling the President. 
Tu 2) T Defensor said he had told Estrada as early 
ELS) T salt as last January about his apprehensions over 
B rcu) 3 the way the government's reconciliation ef- 
forts with his camp were going. 


Mutual acceptability 

Puno himself said upon joining Ms Ar- 
royo's government late last month that he 
would work for reconciliation with Estrada, 
whom he had also served as interior and lo- 
cal government secretary, and had a meet- 

‘serene || ing with the toppled leader in the wake of 
the Feb. 24 proclamation of a state of na- 
tional emergency. 

Defensor said he had discussed the matter. 
with Puno. 

"ts best he (Puno) will handle it and he is 
handling it as we are talking now,” Defensor 
said. He added, however, he felt reconcilia- 
tion with Estrada should not be pursued "un- 
less there is mutual acceptability” 

Puno himself confirmed yesterday that he 
bad taken on the additional function. 

"There is nothing formal about it. I was just. 
asked by Mike Defensor to take a more active 

3 role in reconciliation efforts with Erap and I 
at fl ARREST AE have no problem with it,” Puno said. "I've also 
D B]. talked to Erap and told him about this.” 
Puno said he would be more at ease with 
Sa the job than the much younger Defensor. 
“Erap and | can kid with each other,” 
“% M puno said. 

Tt was not clear how Estrada's trial on 
plunder and perjury charges, which is draw- 
ing to a conclusion, or charges that he had 

af funded recent destabilization moves 
against Ms Arroyo would affect the 
prospects of reconciliation, With a report 
from Norman Bordadora 
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BIR duns Indian docs eye jobs in RP but are barred 


Caruncho 
heirs for 
P204M 


By Armand N, Nocum. 
and Cynthia D. Balana 


‘THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE FILED 
tax evasion charges yesterday against five chil- 
dren of former Pasig Mayor Emilio Caruncho 
and his wife Aurora for non-payment of 
P204.8 million in taxes on real and other prop- 
erties inherited from their deceased parents. 

Named respondents in the case filed with 
the Department of Justice were Emilio Carun- 
cho Ill, Rebecca Caruncho-Bernardo, Ma. Au- 
ora Caruncho-Espiritu, Ma. Victoria and Ma. 
Emilia Caruncho. 

BIR Commissioner Jose Mario Bufiag said ina 
press statement that the properties left behind by 
Emilio and Aurora Caruncho, who died on Oct. 
28, 1997 and Dec. 6, 1999, respectively, had 
been assessed a total of P204,827,007 in estate 
taxes, capital gains tax and documentary stamp 
tax, inclusive of increments. 

He said letters of authority had been issued 
against the estates of the Caruncho couple to 
verify ifthe taxes had been paid. 

"Despite proper service of the notice, none of 
the heirs has contacted the BIR to discuss the 
findings, much less submit any document to re- 
fute the same,” Bufiag said, adding that Emilio 
and Aurora Caruncho left real and personal 
properties with net taxable value P112,992,753 
and P154,113,156, respectively. 

‘According to Bufiag, the heirs did not even 
file the necessary death notices and further 
investigation showed that the corresponding 
taxes were not paid either. 

"hs mandated by law, transfer of all properties, 
real or personal, tangible and intangible, wherev- 
er situated, ofa decedent who is a resident citizen 
shall be reported and declared to the BIR by the 
executor, administrator or any of the legal heirs as 
the case may be and the corresponding estates 
taxes due thereon shall be paid,” Bufiag said. 

Operatives of the BIR's Run After Tax 
Evaders (RATE) program established also 
that the Caruncho heirs had sold four parcels 
of land belonging to their parents’ estates to 
the Balsancat Homeowners Inc. without noti- 
fying the BIR, according to Bufiag. 

"This conduct isa clear manifestation of the 
Caruncho children’s willful intent to evade the 
payment of estate taxes," Buñag said. 

He said the discovery of the alleged tax 
evasion was the result of information fur- 
nished by someone who knew about the huge 
estate left by the Caruncho couple. 

“There are more undeclared estate proper- 
ties out there and we are encouraging the 
public to furnish the BIR the information it 
needs,” he added, 


‘Kulturfestival’ 
at Eurocampus 


A THREE-DAY CULTURAL FESTIval for 200 
visiting students from German Schools in the 
Asia-Pacific region opens today at the Euro- 
pean International School (EIS) at the Euro- 
campus inside the Better Living Subdivision 
in Parafiaque, 

The EIS, the common educational framework 
ofthe German and French Schools in the Philip 
pines, is hosting the Kulturfestival held every tio 
Years in different EIS schools in the region. 

The festival allows visiting students, as we 
as those studying in their host country, an op 
portunity to discover the local culture, expand 
their horizons and develop their skills through 
interaction with local ars and artists. 

‘Workshops on various arts led by Filipino 
artists have been lined up to showcase Fil- 
ipino, traditional as well as Filipino pop cul- 
ture, according to a joint statement from 
Deutsche Schule Manila (DSM) Headmaster 
Wolfgang Kollecker and Ecole Française de 
Manille (EFM) Proviseur Mireille Vincent. 

‘Activities include Filipino cookery, self-de- 
fense and arnis, improvisational integrated 


ABOUT 500 INDIAN DOCTORS have 
applied to work in the Philippines to 
ease a chronic shortage but cannot be 
given jobs because the Constitution 
forbids it, the health secretary Fran- 
cisco Duque said yesterday. 

Duque said the Indian doctors 
were awaiting the government's ap- 
proval to start work but a provision in 
the Constitution bars foreign doctors 


from working in government hospi- 
tals. 

“Í have 500 applicants from India 
but cannot hire them because our 
Constitution doesn’t allow. that,” 
he said in a speech to a medical 
group. 

He said the Indian doctors could 
otherwise have filled the vacant posts 
at various government hospitals due 
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to the large number of Filipino medi- 
cal professionals who- seek work 
abroad. 

Asked how the Indian doctors 
could be accommodated, Duque said: 
“We really do not know." He called 
fora review of the constitutional pro- 
vision. 

The Philippine Medical Associa- 
tion warned last year that the coun- 


MIA: 


try's health system risked complete! 
collapse in a few years due to the 
large numbers of Filipino nurses and 
doctors who have found better-pays, 
ing jobs abroad. T 
"The Constitution strietly limits the 
areas where foreigners can find jobs, 
Foreign doctors are allowed to work 
here only in very exceptional case 
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Does the cost of your medicines prevent you from doing whal you want 
to do? Time for a wiser alternative. Pharmacoeconomics. Brandod 
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expensive. Because life Is, too short to be worrying about medicines, 
ask your doctor about It now. 


arts, cultural dance, indigenous music, bam- 
boo craft, claymation, indigenous material in- 
stallation, journalism, and Pinoy rock. 

‘The highlight of the Kulturfestival is the 
“grande finale” on Saturday, March 25. The 
event includes the last workshops session in 
the morning, a Philippine arts and crafts fair at 
the sports field in the afternoon and presenta 
tions from the workshops in the evening with 
drinks, merienda and dinner catered by the 
German Club, La Cabane and the EIS Canteen. 

The Eurocampus was formed 10 years ago 
when Ecole Francaise de Manille and Euro- 
pean IB Section joined Deutsche Schule Mani- 
Ja, the older school in the system. 
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Cheap stunt 


M AYOR EDWARD HAGEDORN APPEARS TO HAVE 


sprung a surprise on everyone by taking under his 
wing Michelangelo Zuce, one of the principal wit- 

messes against President Macapagal-Arroyo. The Puerto 
"Princesa mayor, whom the President personally picked to 
^dead the campaign against jueteng, called a press confer- 


Buzz word 


"ence Monday to announce the revival of the Small Town 
in Lottery and to introduce Zuce as a 

"EDITORIAL member of the team that will monitor 
n the implementation of the newest game 

in town, Zuce would no longer be testifying in any Senate 
"inquiry into alleged election fraud, Hagedorn proudly de- 
" élared. "He has left his so-called friends in the opposition 


~.. He feared he might commit perjury" 


Instead of welcoming the news, Malacafiang tried to 

distance itself from Hagedorn's cheap stunt. Press Secre- 
“tary Ignacio Bunye said it was the first time he had heard 
?'about it, The President's chief of staff, Michael Defensor, 
;. aid he had just heard about Zuce's turnaround and care- 

fully noted that it was Hagedorn who had arranged the 
«whole thing. At least, some Palace officials seem to have 


«kept their political instincts in fine form. 


Unlike some administration congressmen who rushed to 
hail Zuce's defection as a setback for the opposition. Ba- 
‘colod City Rep. Monico Puentevella, for instance, was 
quoted as saying that even if Zuce would not recant, "his 
„testimony can no longer stand before the President.” East- 
"ern Samar Rep. Marcelino Libanan declared that Zuce had 
"'dealt a big blow to the opposition." How is that so? 
Zuce created a big splash in August last year, when he 
told the Senate that as a member of the staff of the Presi- 
-dent’s political adviser, he had either arranged or attend- 
Jed several meetings between administration officials and 
selection officials. He said he had also served as a bagman 
for the President's campaign and handed out money to 
"some election officials in Mindanao. And most damaging 
“of all, he claimed to have brought several regional direc- 
„tors of the Commission on Elections to a meeting with the 
President at her own house in La Vista, Quezon City, after 
“which envelopes containing P30,000 each were handed 


‘out to the poll officials. 


Palace officials immediately branded Zuce's story as 
“incredible” and “implausible” and just another chapter 


“INSTIGATE” SEEMS TO BE THE WORD OF 
THE SEASON. 

Stop “instigating” soldiers to stage yet an- 
other coup, former President Fidel Ramos 
warned. Only one percent of the people sup- 
port a junta installing itself, says the latest 
Pulse Asia survey. 

In a rollicking, barbed column on the Fort 
Bonifacio standoff coverage, Sun Star's Pablo 
John Garcia coined the phrase: “instigative 
journalism." 

And Manila cops insist that parading in T- 
shirts emblazoned with slogans, on Roxas 
Boulevard, “instigated” upheaval. 

“Instigate” comes from the Latin word insti- 
gare, my dog-eared dictionary says. It means: 
“to goad or urge forward." Its synonym is: "to 
incite,” as in “inciting to rebellion." 

Do media “goad” by blurring lines between 
facts and comments, asks former United Na- 
tions officer Napoleon Vergara. “I've no prob- 
Jems with unpleasant news, as long as they're 
true and reported without garnishes," Vergara 
writes. "But what gets my goat is when radio or 
"TV news reports dish out exaggeration and bi- 
ased side comments. This is editorializing. Or 
isitinstigation?" 

Vergara proceeds: "The group of (UP pro- 
fessor) Randy David is about 5,000-strong and 
occupies the Edsa southbound lane as it 
marches towards...” That's straight reporting. 
Viewing the same event, another guy on anoth- 
er station was yelling: "Tis is the largest 
demonstration Tve ever seen in my life. It 
‘dwarfs even the crowds I saw in Edsa 1. It could 
be the end of GMA.’ 

“Press freedom should not be abridged. But 
1 wish media would be more factual and re- 
sponsible in their coverage. When scandals 
broke out during the Reagan era, media went 
into a ‘shark-like feeding frenzy.’ And when 
‘media became arrogant, citizens asked them: 
‘Who elected you?" 

Tn a tongue-in-cheek column, Capitol con- 
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tried to stop ABS-CBN from covering the Fort 
Bonifacio non-event. "The coverage was hilari- 
ous.” 

ANC's Ricky Carandang was “dodging one 
particular question as if it were the bullet that 
ANC waited to be, but never was, fired ... ‘Can 
you give us an estimate of the crowd over there 
Rick? Three times Ricky was asked the same 
question. And three times he ducked. 

“les too dark out here, Twink..." Ricky 
mumbled. Nothing before ever stopped him 
from seeing everything else, then he did an ex- 
tended commentary on the ‘imperiled state of 
the nation.’ Now, he was ‘suddenly stricken 
with an inordinate fear of crowd estimates.” 

Garcia went on: Like the Palace official, “I 
wanted to.call ANC, to thank them for the 
great time I'd been having .... To save Ricky 
from this unknown phobia. 1 wanted to tell 
ANC: "There's a crowd of maybe 20. Give or 
take Ricky Carandang. 

“You could almost feel the collective disap- 
pointment of (the) ANC anchors when both 
factions declared the matter "resolved. They 
kept asking: ‘Is it really over?” I wanted to tell 
them: Well, the other network had switched to 
Allan Kand Jaya, if that's any indication.” 

But Ricky would not give up: “Earlier, Sena- 
tor Biazon said Tm not leaving until i's over A 
pause, ‘And Senator Biazon is still here. 

“Does that mean it's not over yet, Ricky? 
Where is Senator Biazon?" 

"He's walking to his car’ 

“for the anchors, the fate of the country 
hung on whether Senator Biazon's driver 


“Does that mean it's over, Ricky?" 

1 dort know about that, Twink,’ Ricky 
replies. ‘He's just sitting in his car" 

“You could feel the ANC anchors in deep de- 
nial. 1 could almost hear Karmina Constantino 
asking: ‘So, Ricky, how do you think this non- 
siege at Fort Bonifacio, which might well be a 
major non-withdrawal of support, in the after- 
math of the non-coup this country just wit- 
nessed, where millions of Filipinos collectively 
avoided Edsa, in a non-expression of national 
outrage, will affect the nation's stability?” 

“And Ricky replies: ‘Senator Biazon is just 
sitting in his car" 

‘Abusinessman, Dr. Peter J. Walker publishes 
"Insight Philippines.” He writes: "Philippine 
media has became more representative of the 
deepening divisions amongst Filipinos rather 
than factual reporters of news. I read the Inter- 
net editions of all major Filipino newspapers. 
None really report any news; they're publish- 
ing op-ed articles disguised as news reports? 

‘Luckily, most Filipinos do not care much 
about politics and politicians on either side. 
They're too involved in making ends meet, The 
opposition can sit back. President Macapagal- 
Arroyo is doing a better job of self-destructing 
than all her enemies put together. 

Tn Bill Clinton's first presidential campaign, 
George (Papa) Bush was very popular. Bush ig- 
nored economic weaknesses. “Keep the 
course," he stressed. Clinton's slogan was: "les 
the economy, stupid!" Remember who won? 

Economic issues unseated more rulers in 
history than all other causes, put together, did. 
GMAS economic policies cut into this very 
hope of Filipinos—especially of overseas Fi 
ipino workers—to a better life for themselves 
and their families. 

And the breaking point for a resilient people 
comes when all the hope is taken away. Sensa- 
tional headlines will dwindle in their capacity 
to shape future events as the anger of the peo- 
ple increase. 


in the “never-ending witch-hunt’ launched by the opposi- Slant Garcia, suggested that the Senate would click the ignition or not. 'He's inside his vee 

uu Em aatos, Ms Arroyo Should probe the claim that a Palace official car now” Email: juan, mercado@pacific.net.ph 
herself denounced it as “black propaganda” and said the 
testimony of Zuce and other opposition witnesses were 


“so easy to sell." 


| But if Zuce peddled a pack of lies at the Senate, why is 
the administration buying him now? To put it charitably, 
if his testimony was so worthless, why are some adminis- 
tration lawmakers rejoicing over his defection and hail- 
ing it as a setback to the opposition? Or to put it more 
bluntly, why did Hagedorn, the President's handpicked 
anti-gambling czar, buy him off with a key position in 
what promises to be a lucrative agency? And was Hage- 


dorn really acting on his own? 


Zuce's flip-flop undoubtedly damages his credibility. To 
some people, it only proves Ms Arroyo's claim that his tes- 
timony is for sale. But between the Zuce who volunteered 
his testimony and the Zuce who turned around and is be- 
ing amply rewarded by the administration, guess who the 


Filipino public will believe. 


It’s sad to see how material needs can force a person to 

Ï make an about-face at the cost of his reputation, But sad- 

"der still is to see administration officials giving away gov- 

ernment positions (and who knows what else) to block 
the search for truth and obstruct the course of justice. 


Paying for one’s meal 


HE SENATE PROPOSAL BARRING LEGISLATORS FROM TAK- 
ig gifts from lobbyists initially made an exception of meals. 
‘That changed on a bipartisan amendment that correctly added 


meals to the proscribed list. 


Sen. Trent Lott, described the change as “totally ludicrous,” 
adding, “TIl be eating with my wife and so will a lot more senators af- 


ter we pass this one.” 


| FOREIGN 


Dining within the family circle can ‘only 
strengthen those family values that our lawmak- 
COMMENT eis so frequently praise and recommend to the 
nation, Having to forgo some of the fabulous 
dining opportunities provided by lobbyists would bring our lawmak- 
rsa little closer to life as their constituents know it. 
f. Tougher ethics rules are required to restrict. the unseemly relationship 
between lobbyists and some members of Congress. As lobbyists are put 
at arm's length, the ethical climate of Congress can only improve. 
The Post and Courier (Charleston, South Carolina) 


1 HAD NO TIME TO TALK IN GRADUATIONS 
this year—my apologies to the couple of 
schools that invited me—not least because it 
was my son's own last Sunday. He graduated 
from high school at La Salle Greenhills. Two 
things there gave me an idea of what message 
to give to today's graduates generally, whether 
from high school, or elementary, or college. 

The first was the blackboard in the gym that 
still carried part of the Namfrel tally in the 
“snap elections” of 1986, with the names "Mar- 
cos," “Aquino,” "Tolentino" and "Laurel" on it. 
‘That tally was never finished, of course, the 
Namfrel volunteers who manned it walked out 
of the gym in protest over massive cheating by 
Marcos, That blackboard, otherwise an ordi- 
nary piece of furniture in an ordinary class- 
room, has become an extraordinary symbol of 
courage, a refusal to kiss the hand of tyranny, 

‘That is the one thing I would encourage the 
graduates of today to have: courage in the face 
of threat and treachery. Indeed, that is the one 
thing I would encourage the youth of this coun- 
try generally to have. Not the least of the rea- 
sons for it being that we're back to where we 
‘were 20 years ago, fighting dictatorship all over 
again, That is what this regime has done, 
brought back to this country martial law in all 
its viciousness. The killings of leftists and 
provincial journalists—the body count of the 
former in particular has been soaring by the 
day—testify to the rolls of barbed wire being 
strung out across the nation once again. We do 
mot fight it, we will be in for one long and dark 
night all over again. We do not find the courage 
to fight it, we will be like the dead in "Sixth 
Sense": We will be dead, and not know it, 

"The killings of the leftists in particular should 
be the place where we dig our trenches and 
stand our ground. The tack of fascism is always 
to strike at the fringes, o raise the mailed fist at 
those it calculates the public will ignore. I re- 
peat Bertolt Brechts aphorism about the conse- 
quences of ignoring it, based on Brecht’s own 
experience with Nazism: First they came and 
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took my neighbor, and I said nothing because he 
was a communist, Then they came and took my 
neighbor, and I said nothing because he was a 
Jew, Now they've come for me. 

Last Thursday, a reporter asked me if] wasn't 
afraid about doing something like mounting the 
concert that we had at Sunken Garden. I said, of 
course, 1 am, I have mouths to feed, too. But 
that is what courage is, overcoming fear to do 
‘what you have to do. The way I saw it, I said, it 
was just a choice between two things. I could be 
arrested and brought to prison where at least | 
‘could be free in mind even if I were not free in 
body. Where at least { could have the satisfac- 
tion of knowing my integrity and dignity and 
freedom are intact even as my body is shackled 
and subjected to various indignities, Or 1 could 
live in the bigger prison outside whose watch- 
towers grow taller and whose searchlights be- 
‘come more blinding each day that I am silent, 
where I can be free only in body bur not in 
mind. Where I can be miserable in the knowl- 
‘edge that I am bequeathing a world to my kids 
‘where there is no air and sunlight and nourish- 
ment, spiritually ifnot physically. 

‘The choice is a no-brainer. 

The second thing in my son's graduation 
that triggered an idea in my head was a phrase 
the valedictorian said in his speech, which 
was, "standing before you today are the future 
leaders of this country.” 

Thad heard that phrase countless times be- 
fore in the many graduations I have spoken in, 
and indeed in my own high school graduation 
ages ago. (I did not graduate from college for 
reasons I will not dwell on here.) Truly, these 


will be the leaders of tomorrow, but what kind 
of leaders? I recalled how during my own high 
school graduation, we were filled only with the 
most wondrous dreams of what we were going 
todo for the glory of God and country. The same 
was true of college. Yet see many of my former 
friends now, and they radiate only the aura of 
bedraggled lives, bristling only with cynicism 
and scorn. At least those of them who have not 
yet left rhe country, though I don't know that the 
Ones who sought greener pasture elsewhere re- 
ally found it. Worse, some of the most idealistic 
and self-sacrificing people I met then, who 
risked life and limb to fight a dictatorship, are 
now busy devoting time and flab to mount one. 

I wondered how the graduates of today 
would be 20 years from now. Which made me 
think: We always talk of how the youth of to 
day, particularly the most promising of them as 
seen in graduations, will one day make their 
mark on society. We never talk about how soci- 
ety will one day make its mark on the youth of 
today, especially the most promising of them. 
Easy to think when you are young how you are 
going to change the world. Not so easy to see 
how the world is going to change you. 

There is one other thing I would encourage 
the graduates of today to develop, and that is 
courage of another. kind. More than physical 
courage, itis moral courage, Itis a higher level 
of courage to aspire for, it is a harder kind of 
courage to attain. Hard as it is not to flinch in 
the face of a threat, even harder not to flinch in 
the face of a blandishment. What kills the best 
and brightest in this country is not fear, it is 
greed, Hard as it is not to slink away before the 
march of boot and glint of bayonet, even hard- 
er not to slink away when all your friends and 
relatives are telling you you're a fool not to go 
along with the tide, What kills the best and 
brightest in this country are not moments of 
bravado, it is moments of silence, 

Hard as itis to find the wit to graduate with 
honors, even harder to find the will to live hon- 
orably. 


‘THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2006 


THE SENATORS HAVE PASSED A RESOLUTION 
expressing their opposition to the idea of the 
House of Representatives unilaterally convening 
a constituent assembly to consider Charter 
change. It's both sad and tragic that the reasons 
they gave, as I heard Sen. Richard Gordon say 
over TV, are personality-centered and not issu 
oriented. He said the shift would only help politi- 
cians who cannot win nationally or who lost in 
the presidential elections, unmistakably referring 
to Speaker Jose de Venecia, who's widely be- 
lieved to be eyeing the post of prime minister. But 
take De Venecia out of the picture and the shift to 
a parliamentary/unicameral system is still very 
much valid. It's what we badly need at this stage 
of our economic (under)development. 

South Korea abandoned its one-year experi- 
ment with a bicameral set-up after it realized 
that such a system was too slow and laborious 
for passing the laws it needed to become a 
tiger economy. If we are to catch up with the 
emerging tigers in our Southeast Asian region, 
we need to pass many laws to modernize our 
‘economy and discard obsolete structures. But 
our two-chamber legislature is not only too ex- 
pensive, its also too slow and in perpetual 
gridlock, especially with the kind of senators 
we have. The major reason for their resistance 
is their fear of being jobless. But there are big- 
ger stakes involved and they are being sum- 
moned to exhibit a new brand of selfless patri- 
otism. Besides, most of them can run for seats 
in a new parliament in their home provinces. 

At the reception hosted by the four "Franco- 
phone" countries (France, Canada, Belgium and 
Switzerland) for International Francophone Day 
2006, Bukidnon Rep. Miguel Zubiri said I should 
add to the list of crucial economic bills now sleep- 
ing in the Senate the bill of which he is the princi- 
pal author. HB 4629 or the Biofuels Act of 2005. 
‘To emphasize its importance, said Zubiri, it was 
co-authored by 100 other House members and 
unanimously passed in November 2005, right af- 
ter the All Saints’ Day recess. The Biofuels Act 
seeks to jumpstart a biofuel program aimed at re- 
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placing within four years one-tenth of our nation- 
al gasoline consumption "with a VAT-free, cheap, 
dean gas" produced from sugarcane and co- 
conut. Zubiri said it would give jobs to 300,000 
new farmworkers and create a new job market for 
an estimated 10,000 ethanol plant employees 
across the country as well as millions of coconut 
farmers. Ethanol, derived from sugarcane and 
other agricultural crops, and coco-methyl ester, 
which comes from coconut oil, can be blended 
with gasoline and diesel. Substituting 10 percent 
of imported oil with locally produced biofuels, 
stressed Zubiri, would result in annual foreign ex- 
change savings of P32 billion. 

uh the Senate, the counterpart bill is authored 

senators. Energy Secretary Raphael 

has appealed for the speedy enactment of a law 
‘on alternative and renewable sources of energy. 
But up to now, the Senate has not acted on what 
should now be the “Biofuels Act of 2006,” as it 
hasbeen tied up by investigations. 

Happily, ‘while the nation awaits ur- 
gent Senate action on this crucial legislation, 
there are other positive developments in the en- 
ergy front. The price of LPG, for instance, has 
been rolled back four times in less than a month, 
fora total reduction of P3.36 per kilo, so that the. 
111-kilo LPG now costs between P483 and P493. 

Cecile Alvarez and I featured our ambassador 
to Italy, Philippe Lhuillier, in our dzRH program 
last Sunday night and he talked about our Fil- 
ipino workers in Italy, one of our major labor mar- 
kets. He said Pinoy workers there are “generally 
happy,” and one reason is that Italy is recognized 
as one of the most “labor-friendly” countries in 


the world. Salaries are higher there than in many 
other destinations: if an OFW works for 56 hours 
a week, he can earn between 430 and 770 euros 
weekly (one euro is about P62.25). Italian laws 
also offer our workers the opportunity to bring 
their families, and children receive many social 
benefits such as education and health care. 
Lhuillier noted that Pinoy workers are pre- 
ferred over other nationalities in Italy. Evidence 
of this is that Italian authorities have increased 
our direct-hire quota to 3,000, with 2,000 slots 
for care-givers and 1,000 for managerial, both 
skilled and unskilled. But he also noted that 
while Pinoy workers are paid higher wages, 
other workers such as those from Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan and Eastern Europe are willing to take 
smaller pay. Thus, while a Filipino may get 
1,200 euros monthly, others settle for 300 to 
400 euros. The solution, as Lhuillier seesit, is to 


in bar-tendering. He said our embassy in Rome 
conducts regular seminars on entrepreneur. 
ship to help Pinoys get better pay. But I hope the 
Department of Labor and Employment will lose 
no time in conducting higher skills training, so 
that OFWs will retain their high marketability. 

Lhuillier also noted that while Filipino nurs- 
es are in great demand abroad, they cannot 
work in Italy where the government requires 
4,500 hours of schooling. RP nurses log only 
4,000 hours. He's now negotiating with the 
Italian government on this issue as well as on 
the automatic conversion of RP driver's licens- 
esin Italy. Without this, Pinoy workers have to 
spend a lot to go to driving school and they 
will have to take the exam in Italian, which is 
very difficult to learn. 

Correction: The symposium on Charter 
change, featuring six women members of the 
Constitutional Commission, under the auspices 
of the Phi Kappa Phi honor society, will be held 
today (not last Tuesday) at the Alumni Hostel, 
Benitez Hall of UP Diliman, from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 


Rest for the Visayan Sea 


WHILE POLITICIANS ARE TALKING ABOUT 
restiveness, restlessness and unrest in the politi 
cal front, those concerned about the environment 
are talking rest. 

‘A group that calls itself the Visayan Sea Squad- 
ron is asking the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources to give the Visayan Sea a rest by 
declaring a “closed season” in that body of water. 

Mayors, too, have asked the Bureau of Fis 
cries and Aquatic Resources to declare the entire 
area closed to commercial fishing vessels (three 
tons and above); and the DENR to work for the 
declaration of the Visayan Sea as a Unesco World 
Heritage Site for marine biodiveristy. 

‘According to the Visayan Sea Squadron, an 
outreach program of the Law of Nature Founda- 
tion, the Visayan Sea has an area of about 1 mil- 
lion hectares. It is “at the apex of the fabled 
Visayan Marine Triangle which lies at the very 
heart of the Sulu-Sulawesi Eco-region." 

The way this triangle is being described makes 
one imagine a fantastic water wonderland that 
exists only in tales of yore. But no, this region is 
still alive, even if now threatened by depletion 
and destruction, 

The Sulu-Sulawesi Marine Triangle, which 
covers a wide swath from the Philippines to In- 
donesia, is supposed to be the richest marine eco- 
region in the world and is home to the largest va- 
riety of marine life—fishes, coral, sea grasses, 
etc, in the whole world. 

Tn the bosom of the Sulu-Sulawesi Triangle is 
the Visayan Marine Triangle found in Central 
Philippines. It is “the center of the center, the 
beating heart of marine biodiversity on Earth. At 
the apex (of this Visayan triangle) is the Visayan 
Sea, once so rich and seemingly limitless in ma- 
rine life abundance it was described as the Alaska 
of the Philippines. If carefully managed, the 
Visayan Sea alone can feed the entire Filipino 
people the whole year round.” 

ere are 12 eco-regions within this Sulu-Su- 
lawesi area. Two are in Indonesia and one is in 
Malaysia; but according to environment lawyer 


‘YESTERDAY, THE SMALL TOWN MAYOR WHO 
became president, Joseph Estrada, finally ap- 
peared in court to defend himself. The day was al- 
so the birth anniversary of that other small town 
mayor who became president, Emilio Aguinaldo. 
‘These two men, both flawed and controversial in- 
dividuals, managed to inspire hatred among their 
‘enemies as much as they managed to inspire undy- 
fng loyalty among thei? followers, But Aguinaldo 
showed he could reconcile with his enemies. 

Manuel L. Quezon served on Aguinaldo’s staff. 
But he got bored with shuffling papers and re- 
gested an assignment to the front, He served un 

ler Gen. Tomas Mascardo in Bataan, until he was 
ordered to surrender to find out, among others, If 
it was true that Aguinaldo had been captured by 
the Americans. It turned our to be true. 

Anyway after the cessation of hostiles, Aguinal- 
do retired from public life. As Quezon's career pro- 
gressed, his former commander occupied himself 
with his lands and the organization he so cherished, 
the League of the Veterans of the Revolution. 

But in the 1920s Aguinaldo emerged from re- 
tirement and involved himself in partisan poli 
tics, The reason? He felt that politicians were un- 
fairly ganging up on Governor General Leonard 
Wood, Among them was, of course, the chief 
‘Wood-hater of them all, Quezo 

Over the next decade Aguinaldo and Quezon 
would be at each other's throats. You know the fa- 
mous Incidents: how Aguinaldo expelled Quezon 
from the veterans’ association, only to be told by 
an amused Quezon that he had never belonged to 
it (a case which, incidentally, should make us 
think whether or not any group may claim a 
monopoly when it comes to nursi ng ‘the memory 
of a great event); how the Aguinaldistas would 
display Quezon’s alleged Katipunan wife during 
campaign sorties in Bataan; or how the towns- 
people of Malolos greeted Aguinaldo by shutting 
ali thelr windows, and hanging back crepe from 
thelr houses, after Quezon ralsed the issues on 
 Bonifacio's execution and Luna's assassination. 

‘You may have heard of how Quezon made the 
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‘Tony Oposa, God blessed the Philippines with the 
remaining nine of the richest marine waters in 
the world. A scientific finding, he said, identified 
the Philippine Sea as the “epicenter” of marine 
biodiversity on Earth. 

‘According to Oposa, the Philippine Sea is home 
to the greatest number and variety of coral reefs 
and underwater forests. Of the 700 or so coral 
species found in the whole world, 500 are in the 
Philippines. A single coral garden dive site in Ani- 
lao, Batangas and a single marine sanctuary in 
Bantayan Island in Cebu, with a combined area of 
10 hectares, have more variety of corals than what 
‘canbe found in the entire Caribbean put together. 

Massive, unregulated, destructive fishing ac- 
tivities have degraded the ecological richness of 
the Visayan Sea. Some species of fish are suppos- 
edly facing extinction. 

‘And so the plea from the NGOs and local offi- 
cials mainly from Iloilo, Negros and Cebu. Those 
who signed the petition and resolution pledged to 
participate and cooperate with one another in 
self-assessment for environmental compliance 
audit, total eradication of illegal and destructive 
fishing, as well asin identifying main areas of in- 
terest. They also asked that a Philippine Navy 
gunboat be permanently assigned in the triangle. 

‘The letter of the Visayan Sea Squadron legal 
enforcement team, which is headed by Gloria Es- 
tenzo Ramos, to the DENR and the Department 
of Agriculture said that because of the Visayan 
Sea's degraded condition, it should be made to 
"rest" and “recuperate” from intensive fishing 
activities, especially by vessels weighing more 
than three gross tons (as cited in the Fisheries 
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Philippine Legislature withdraw Aguinaldo's pen- 
sion, leading to the foreclosure of some of the lat- 
ter's lands; or how Ms Quezon laid the cornerstone 
of the Bonifacio Monument in Caloocan; and how 
Quezon, had Bonifacio's neglected bones dug up 
and enshrined in the Legislative building, alleged- 
ly in order to glorify the dead Supremo at the ex- 
pense ofthe living Heneral. The stories attesting to 
the bitter Aguinaldo-Quezon enmity are legion. 
But in 1941, the two buried the hatchet. 

‘Years ago, I saw on television Larry Henares’ 
account on how he witnessed the reconciliation 
ofthe two, thanks to the intercession of his grand- 
father, Daniel Maramba. According to Maramba's 
biography, on July 14, 1940, he wrote to Quezon 
inviting him to a luncheon gathering for his 70th 
birthday. The invitation was accepted the next 
day Maramba then wrote to Aguinaldo inviting 
him to the same luncheon. Two days later, he got 
a letter of acceptance from Aguinaldo, Maramba 
then invited to the luncheon some of the leading 
officials of the government at that time: Speaker 
Jose Yulo, Defense Secretary Teofilo Sison and 
Resident Commissioner Quintin Paredes. 

A book describes what happened on the day itself: 

"The day arrived. The first to come was Presi- 
dent Quezon, accompanied by Colonel Neto, fol- 
lowed shortly by Speaker Yulo, General Aguinal- 
do, Resident Commissioner Paredes and Secretary 
Sison. President Quezon and General Aguinaldo 
who had become bitter enemies since the Wood 
controversy of 1923, tried to sound cordial to- 
‘wards each other but were quite stiff for a while, 
Later, they got into animated conversation about 


Code or Republic Act 8550). 

The plea is based on the legal provision which 
states that "The Secretary may declare a closed 
season in any Philippine waters (lying) outside 
the boundary of municipal waters for conserva- 
tion and ecological purposes." 

During this closed season, these government 
agencies should determine the maximum sus- 
tainable yield of the Visayan Sea and determine 
areas available for certain types of fishing. Fish- 
ing permits should then be issued based on area 
and on maximum sustainable yield pursuant to 
the Fisheries Code. 

"The Code clearly states that “The Department of 
Agriculture shall issue such number of licenses and 
permits for fishery activities subject to the limits of 
the maximum sustainable yield (MSY). Preference 
shall be given to resource users in the local commu- 
nities adjacent or nearest to the municipal waters. 

This provision, Oposa said, seems to have lan- 
guished in the sickbed of non-compliance, and it 
$s time to tickle it into action. 

From March 19 to June 24 this year, the 
Visayan Sea Squadron will do a marine survey of 
municipal waters. BFAR directors of Regions 5, 6 
and 7 are reportedly cooperating. 

Here on dry land, we await with eagerness the 
Earth Day celebration that has the participation 
of our newly named cardinal, Gaudencio Rosales, 
archbishop of Manila. Rosales has distanced him- 
self from the political arena into which a number 
of his fellow bishops have been drawn. This 
"greenie" red hat, who is not exactly a greenhorn, 
would rather concentrate on resurrecting the 
earth than be drawn into politics. . - 

Earth Day is on April 22, the Saturday after 
Easter. The theme "Mea Culpa: A Call for Repen- 
tance and Atonement” sounds Lenten to me, but 
Odette Alcantara of Mother Earth-Philippines ex- 
plained that it leads to hope and resurrection. 
What better venue for the celebration than 
Smokey Mountain, a garbage dump no more. 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


many topics but they carefully avoided politics. 

“After lunch Quezon said, Maramba, you have 
not yet told me what you want for your birthday” 

“sill have one ambition I would like fulfilled 
today" 

“What is that? 

“To see you and Don Emilio work together again 
forthe good of the country. It grieves me to see two 
Filipino patriots at loggerheads. I know that your 

rences are all due to a misunderstanding.’ 

"General Aguinaldo aired his complaints. Pres- 
ident Quezon likewise gave his side. In the end, 
the two agreed it was all a misunderstanding. 
‘They embraced each other and parted that after- 
noon as friends." 

On June 12, 1941, Aguinaldo proudly 
marched with his veterans at the Luneta in the 
first government-sponsored observance of that 
date. June 12 was our flag day, as mandated in an 
executive order issued by Quezon that same year, 
and it remained so until it was declared our inde- 
pendence Day by the Macapagal administration, 

Now this is what is important about the rela- 
tionship of Quezon and Aguinaldo. Their bitter- 
ness and sometimes ruthless attacks on each oth- 
er—and their manipulation of the symbols and is- 
sues of the Philippine Revolution—may have 
been unfortunate, but they are understandable. 
They were not just opponents, after all, but politi- 
cal opponents. As far as Quezon was concerned, 
the General, by deciding to Join the fray, made 
himself fair game. And as far as Aguinaldo was 
concerned, he would fight fire with ire, The good 
thing is that they—after causing each other so 
much grief and pain—eventually made their 
peace with each other. During the war, when 
Aguinaldo appealed foran end to the fighting, 
Quezon—in Corregidor and in exile—refused 
American appeals to condemn the General. 

econclleion, is possible; but before it is 
reached, comes the fight; and to end the fight, at 
least in politics, the public must have shown to 
whom It has given a mandate—for a mandate is 
the only thing a politician ever really respects. 
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Old shoes 


AMONG THE MORE THAN 6,000 PAIRS OF SHOES YOU 
will find in our school, mine must be in the poorest shape. All 
that is left of its original label are scattered dots. The tongue 
and side flaps of each shoe are in danger off 

time, much like the petals of a withered rose. The rubber 
soles and front covers, which were once white, are now gray 
with dust and age. With every step I take, my little toes peek 
out from tiny holes 

at the sides. (Now 
girls looking at me as 
Twalk can find out if 
a guy with small 
shoes has small... 
toes.) 

The size 7 canvas 
shoes cost me P209 
last year. Now, beg- 
gars will sneer if of- 
fered them my shoes. 
Well, they don't have to do that because I don’t have any 
plans of letting go of them yet. In fact, Ive decided to wear 
them until the end of the school year, or until all my toes are 
exposed, whichever comes first. 

Tm amused when other students stare at my battered 
and tattered footwear. I try to guess what's on their minds. 
They probably pity me. I sure look poorer than a barefoot 
rat. 

But I couldn't care less. Being poor is currently in fashion. 
(With the expanded value-added tax and all the corruption 
in government, we.don't have much choice, do we?) What 
matters to me is that I don't have athlete's foot. Besides, 
school isnot a catwalk. 

Tm glad male students are free to wear any kind of pants 
in my school. Sneakers look just fine with jeans. . 

an a year, I've been wearing the same shoes èv- 
ery day—inside the classroom, out on the streets, even dur- 
ing acquaintance parties. I take them off only when I'm going 
to sleep or while taking a bath. Their sole competition is the 
red, oversized slippers my old roommate in the dorm gave 
meto remember him by. 

‘The shoes are the best investment I have ever made by far. 
They helped me pass two PE classes—dancing and bad- 
minton—but they have to last until I get through basketball 
this semester. I've worn them for more than 400 days al- 
ready This means that I've spent about 50 centavos a day ón- 
ly for my very reliable footwear. ( figure that if our lawmak- 
ers adopt this kind of austerity measure for themselves in- 
stead of burdening the people with so many much taxes, our 
economy might recover faster.) 3 

Ihave no plans of buying a new pair yet because walking 
inside the mall makes my legs ache. And I hate crowded 
places. And I hate shopping. And I hate capitalism. 

Of course, I'm just making pathetic excuses, I'm actually 
waiting for the day when I will have enough money to buy 
better shoes (I'm dreaming of Ferragamo or a pair of Zoom 
LeBron III). In the meantime, I am thinking of a way to con- 
vince Manny Pacquiao how badly I need money so that he 
‘would give me some balato from his latest win, And I'm still 
weighing the moral implications of betting in the illeg 
numbers game called “last two.” ‘ 

I never liked sneakers before. I bought mine only because 
all my newfound friends last year were wearing sneakers. We 
agreed to wear shoes of the same kind but of different colors, 
There were already red, green and blue, and I was supposed 
to have Power Ranger white. But I had to settle for a black 
pair with slightly different markings because it was the only 
one available in the store then. 

From the moment I started wearing them, Iwas convinced 
canvas shoes were the most comfortable shoes in the world. 
They also made me part of a cool brotherhood like the Fel- 
lowship of the Ring. Thus, seven pairs of sneakers would 
usually walk together to and from Mathematics, Chemistry 
and Technical Drawing classes. And suddenly, I was not this 
antisocial paperback junkie anymore, and the number of 
people calling me "weird" was getting smaller by the week. 
Before that, a lone pair of black suede shoes trod the school 
premises by themselves. 

The sneakers, however, did not keep our brotherhood to- 
gether for long. The next semester, the one who always 
thought up ways for the group to bond together had to trans- 
fer school. Another stopped studying. We also had different 
class schedules and others found the company of others 
more enjoyable. My sneakers had their chance to take a dif- 
ferent path when I finally realized that I was always getting 
lost trying to find the x's and y's, and decided I might do bet- 
ier if I aspired for public service. 

T don’t see the other guys very often anymore, But most of 
us stil use the same old shoes. And I'll continue wearing my 
sneakers, even if they are stained, discolored and torn, I 
don't want to buy new shoes. I might never find a better or 
equally valuable pair. 


Younc BLoop 
Rolly Jude M. Ortega 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their. 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. —Ed. 


Rolly Jude M. Ortega, 20, is a second year AB Political Science 
student at Notre Dame of Marbel University in Koronadal City. 
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The voice of the u 


1 AM WRITING TO THANK SOLITA 
Monsod for her column "What makes 
pilots special.” (PDI, 3/1/06) It 
couldn't have been said any better. I 
am a wife of a pilot who's currently 
working now for Qatar Airways. Ev- 
erything that she said in her column is 
‘exactly what's happening. 

My husband was stationed at Doha, 
Quatar in April 2005, and my children 
and joined him in August 2005. But af- 
ter almost a year, we decided to go back. 
We can't raise our children out here the 


way we want them raised. So, as Mon- 
sod said, painful as itis, 'm going to be 
separated from my husband. But we 
have no choice: we give more impor- 
tance to our children's upbringing and 
education. 

Actually, we went ballistic over some 
reports which said that the salary of 
PAL pilots ranges from $6,000 to 
$8,000 monthly. I am really glad that 
Monsod corrected that very wrong in- 
formation. She's right though: outside 
PAL, pilots are receiving $9,000 to 
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It is very 
true that just 
given half of it, Filipino pilots will not 
leave the Philippines. I could go on and 
‘on, and point by point. But 1 would like 
to cut this short and just thank Monsod 
forthe column. 

Monsod truly served as the voice of 
those who, like us, can't be heard sim- 
ply because we lack the resources. 

—ANETTE DE OCAMPO, 
anette deocampoGyahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions 
about the treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, 
you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily 
Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 


Writers of letters 


897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 


their complete address and telephone or pager number or 
e-mail address for verification purposes. The Inquirer will 
mot publish any letter unless such information is supplied. 
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Gems of goodness, a choice of the heart 


IREAD THELMA SAN JUAN'S MARCH 10 COL- 
umn. Ithank her for putting in print a sentiment 
Tm sure we share with many mothers out there. 


4 Yes, conditions in our county are getting 


worse; yes, our children’s future is getting dim- 
mer; and, yes, its getting harder and harder for 
us to convince them to find their niches right 
here at home. 

But there are many of us who still believe 
that we are blessed with so many gems of 
goodness and we just have to work harder to 
discover these gems. As writers, San Juan and I 
know there's as much good as bad out there; or 
should I say, more good than bad, except that 
the bad is so easy to find—it even presents it- 
self to us without much effort on our part! This 
being so, we just have to work harder to track 
down the good. 

believe that patriotism is natural in all of us, 
a part of a person's spirit and goodness. So, no 
matter how bad the future of one's country may 
seem to be, patriotism will always be some- 
where in a person's spirit—simply because 
one's country is one's home; so love for country 
can only be natural and real for all of us. 

So I thought, it might be interesting for peo- 
ple to share among themselves their experi- 
ences in the way they practice patriotism, this 
virtue which we think we direly lack. 

In the case of my husband and myself, we 


decided to use Filipino as our family’s “official” 
language. It was very awkward when my chi 
dren were younger because all their cousins 
were English-speaking. But now that they're 
grown-ups, I realize it has become part of their 
grounding, their sense of home and belonging- 
ness. 

Now that my children are adults, 1 know 
that they see my patriotism in the way I con- 
duct my life and in my commitments, views 
and values. Idon't need to preach patriotism to 
them or to reprimand them for unpatriotic 
acts. I live out my patriotism in my own quiet 
but staunch way, and they know it. 

lam very open to their going abroad to en- 
hance their careers and make more money, al- 
though I always tell them that no matter where 
they find themselves in the future, they should 
make sure to contribute to our country's devel- 
‘opment. Coming back to the Philippines must 
always bea priority. 

But we've seen this desire to come home in 
so many of our kababayans. To them, there's 
never been an alternative but to come back 
home. I have long called it a choice of the 
heart. Only the heart can make one turn his 
back on a stable life abroad for (perhaps) a less 
abundant life here at home. 

—MONINALAÓ, 
moninatlGgmallcom. 


Manage wastes, not waste resources 


WE SALUTE YOU FOR THE NEWS STORY "EN- 
vironment groups to sue Reyes.” (PDI, 
3/10/06) However, we would like to make a 
darification. 

The report said that the Ecological Solid 
Waste Management Act (RA 9003) “mandates 
... the conversion of controlled dumps to sani- 
tary landfills by 2006." 

Nowhere in RA 9003 will one find that con- 
trolled dumps should be converted into land- 
fills beginning Feb. 16, 2006. Section 37 mere- 
ly states that all controlled dumps should be 
closed five years after the effectivity of the Act. 
It does not in any manner say that controlled 


dumps are to be converted to landfills. 

‘What RA 9003 mandates is for us to ecologi- 
cally manage our wastes. It mandates every lo- 
cal government unit to establish materials re- 
covery facilities (MRFs) for this purpose. 

‘The law tells us to manage our wastes and 
not to waste valuable resources by throwing 
them to landfills. 

—REYK. PALACIO, 
SIningYAPak (SIYAP), 
Ecol Waste Coalition- 
Task Force Dumpsite, 

118 San Pascual, 
Obando, Bulacan 


Poorly sifting the chaff from the grain 


MANUEL L. QUEZON III IS ONE OF THE PRE- 
sent opinion makers I admire since he is able to 
sift the chaff from the grain. I saw this for my- 
self when he was interviewed on ANC several 
times. But his column, “She is as they are” 
(PDI, 3/2/06), betrayed his cool. 

In that column, he seid those who express 
support for the President are people who have 
not given heed to “the better angels of their na- 
ture"; so that to refuse the call of the opposition 
makes them “fiendish” and “demonized by self- 
ish class interest.” They are lapdogs like lawyer 
Romela Bengzon; Palace pooches like apologist 
‘Alex Magno; and aloof, even contemptuous of 
the coarse manners and enthusiasms of the vul- 
gar herd. Wow! How I wish I had the same com- 
mand of words to express my disgust when peo- 
ple don't agree with me. 

T don’t work in the Palace; Tm no heavyweight 
lawyer like Bengzon; I'm not a well-known social 
scientist like Alex Magno; I'm not to the Manor 
bor; and I don't speak Spanish. But what | am, 
is. I'm one of the many ordinary Filipino citizens 
who can be coarse and vulgar as they push and 
shove when the daily grind of life gets tough. 

‘Also, I don’t agree with the opposition when 
it puts President Macapagal-Arroyo down 
since it doesn't offer an acceptable alterna- 
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tive—thatis, a transition government that will 
be composed of personalities 1 know not much 
about, and who will definitely fight over the 
spoils of victory. If we're the basket case of 
Asia, a transition government like that will just 
throw us to the garbage dump for scavengers 
tofeast upon. 

So, do all Filipinos who take such a side in 
these divisive times deserve the choice descrip- 
tion of Quezon? I remember very well two 
things: 

1. In the game of perception, it depends on 
whose side you're on. As Maria Ressa said in 
the MOPC night, a person's terrorist may be 
anotier's liberator. Can Filipinos be blamed for 
playing deaf? 

2. A Philippine President once said that he'd 
rather have a government run like hell by Fil- 
ipinos, than one run like hell by Americans. To 
this day—from the time I came across the line 
many, many years ago— still wonder as to the 
wisdom behind those words, especially after see- 
ing so many Filipinos seeking greener pasture in 
the United States. If we're in hell right now due 
to the daily dose of political bickering, whats 
new? Can Filipinos be blamed for being callous? 

—GEAN DIOPENES, 
geandiopenes@yahoo.com 
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Erap: All li 


From page Al 


I don't have the conscience to 
steal money intended for farm- 
ers.” 

The 68-year-old Estrada told 
the Sandiganbayan that he wel- 
comed the opportunity to present 
his side in the plunder case. If 
convicted he faces death by lethal 
injection. 

“I was denied that right in the 
impeachment trial when prosecu- 
tors walked out," he said. "I was 
not able to defend myself. 1 was 
‘convicted in the streets.” 

Estrada's impeachment trial in 
the Senate broke down in Jan- 
wary 2001 when prosecutors 
walked out after they were 
barred from presenting what they 
regarded as a critical piece of evi- 
dence. Within. hours of the na- 
tionally televised proceedings, 
the second People Power revolu- 
tion broke out and forced Estrada. 
out of Malacafiang. 


No TV cameras 

‘There were no TV cameras in 
yesterday's hearing. The Sandi- 
ganbayan rejected Estrada's plea 
that his testimony be broadcast 
live. Live radio coverage also was 
barred. 

‘After giving a brief background 
of his rise from actor to President, 
Estrada, under the direct exami- 
mation of former Manila City 
Prosecutor Jose Flaminiano, re- 
jected Singson’s claim that he was 
lose to the former Chief Execu- 
tive. 

He described Singson as an 
"ordinary friend and political al- 
1y.” This testimony is regarded as 
crucial to show that he could not 
have trusted Singson to engage in 
activities that could damage his 
presidency. 

Estrada described Singson as 
“insincere, disloyal and untrust- 
worthy" 

To support his denial, Estrada 
cited his refusal to accept what he 
said was a $14 million (roughly 
P700 million) offer of Impsa, an 
‘Argentine firm engaged in build- 
ing power plants, in exchange for 
a sovereign guarantee. He said 
the deal "would be bad for the na- 
tion. 


Scandal after ‘leave’ 

Estrada noted that Mala- 
cañang approved the same Impsa 
deal four days after he took a 
“leave of absence” as president, 
He tried to continue his discourse 
on Impsa but Special Prosecutor 
Dennis Villa-Ignacio prevented 
him from doing so. 

During Estrada's impeachment 
trial in 2000, Singson alleged that 
Estrada received P130 million as 


kickback from the P200 million 
tobacco excise. Singson said that 
the money was delivered by busi- 
nessman Charlie “Atong” Ang to 
Estrada's Polk Street residence in 
San Juan, a charge also denied by 
Estrada. 

Estrada said the Presidential 
Security Group strictly prohibited 
the entry of vehicles, except the 
presidential car, inside his private 
residence. After he became Presi- 
dent, Estrada said he distanced 
himself from Ang because of his 
bad media reputation, 

Estrada also denied knowing 
Delia Rajas, Alma Alfaro and 
Eleuterio Tan, his alleged con- 
spirators in the tobacco excise tax 
Kickback. 

After testifying for an hour and 
a half, the Sandiganbayan special 
division ordered a two-hour 
lunch break. The trial resumed 
shortly after 2 p.m. but lasted for 
only about an hour following 
confusion in the marking of some 
documentary evidence. 


Protesters turned back 

Several hundred pro-Estrada 
protesters—screaming "Free Er- 
ap!"—attempted to march on the 
Sandiganbayan but were turned 
back without incident by riot po- 
lice armed with shields and trun- 
cheons. 

Instead, the group held a pro- 
gram in front of St. Peter Parish 
on Commonwealth Avenue. By 
noon, the number dwindled to 
Jess than a hundred. 

Flaminiano expressed satisfac- 
tion over Estrada's testimony, 
which will be continued next 
Wednesday. 

He said that aside from im- 
peaching the testimonies of pros- 
‘ecution witnesses, Estrada would 
deny and rebut all allegations of 
plunder and perjury and prove 
that he was illegally removed by 
civil society groups conspiring 
with the Left and Right. 

Former Ombudsman Simeon 
Marcelo, who spearheaded the 
filing of criminal cases against 
Estrada, said: “I am satisfied be- 
cause this is the beginning. They 
have presented him and that is a 
start.” 

Prosecutors allege Estrada 
amassed about P4 billion ($77 
million) in illegal gambling pay- 
offs, tax kickbacks and commis- 
sions stashed in secret bank ac- 
counts under the alias ‘Jose Ve- 
larde.” 

He also faces a minor charge of 
perjury for allegedly underre- 
porting his assets in 1999. 

Flaminiano cited constitution- 
al questions over Estrada's re- 
moval and his loss of immunity, 
but Villa-gnacio said the 


Ping: Erap knew money 
for Muslim youth project 
came from ‘jueteng’ 


From page Al 
through his jueteng-funded Erap 
Muslim Youth Foundation. 

"He has not denied that. He said 
the proceeds from jueteng went di- 
rectly to the foundation, not to his 
pocket,” said Lacson, a former 
chief of the Philippine National Po- 
lice in the Estrada administration. 


Novel project 

“He told me he wanted to change 
the war-like culture of the Muslims 
because the problem in Mindanao 
‘was getting worse. He wanted Mus- 
lim children to grow up and be- 
come intellectuals and not war- 
riors,” Lacson said in an interview. 

“Tt was a novel project to start 
with. He wanted the children of 
Muslims to study abroad so that 
the next generation, probably once 
they return from scholarships in 
Harvard, Wharton, would be part- 
ners in the development of the 
country. Instead of carrying guns, 
they will help in the economy and 
other fields,” he added, 

Lacson issued his statements 
yesterday as Estrada took the wit- 
mess stand in his plunder trial in 
the Sandiganbayan. 

Lacson said Estrada's lawyers 
wanted him to testify but he de- 
lined because his testimony 
might turn out to be "incrimina- 
tory" to the former President, 


He tried to stop Estrada 

"The prosecution has rested its 
case and I already indicated that I 
will not testify for the defense. 
So, I really don't know what the 
effect would be on the case,” he 
said. 

He added that he did not ex- 


pect Estrada to feel hurt by his 
statements since the former Pres- 
ident had not denied that the esti- 
mated P200 million founda 
funds “came from jueteng.” 


Asked for comment, Sen. Jing- 
goy Estrada: "Well, I hope he has 
the evidence to prove it but 1 will 
still wait for the testimony of 
President Erap once the issue of 
the Erap Muslim Youth Founda- 
tion is going to be discussed." 
Lacson recounted that he tried 
to discourage Estrada from push- 
ing through with his plan about 
the foundation after he won the 
1998 elections not just because it 
was illegal but also because it 
would hinder reforms in the PNR 
“I disagreed with him on the 
method of how to get the funds. I 
told him "Sir, larong lupa ito. It is 
very hard to keep it secret be- 
cause from the financier to the 
operators to the cabos, personnel. 
and even bettors, kubradores, 
they would name drop," he said. 


Payoff rejected 

"Even if it were not true, they 
would say "Were cleared to do 
this and that. I reminded him of 
course that however noble hi 
tention was, if the source (of the 
funds) was illegal, what would 
come out would also be illegal,” 
he added, 

Lacson said he also informed 
Estrada a day before he was ap- 
pointed PNP chief in November 
1999 that he would not accept 
the P5 million worth of jueteng 
money that was allegedly given 
monthly to his predecessor, 
Roberto Lastimoso, 
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"I WAS FRAMED,” deposed President Estrada tells the antigraft court and denies that he got huge 
kickbacks from the tobacco excise taxes as “I don't have the conscience to steal money intended for 
d 


farmers." 


Supreme Court had resolved 
those issues. 


Country is watching 

“We expect justice to be ren- 
dered fairly" said Dante Jimenez, 
an anticrime activist who sat in- 
side the packed courtroom. “If 
there is a perception that it's not, 
the danger is this might again di- 
vide the nation and cause trou- 
ble. The country will be watch- 
ing.” 

“I am 100-pereent sure he will 
lie, Buthe is an actor. He can very 
well fake it,” Singson said. 

‘An action film star who mostly 
portrayed roles as an underdog 
champion of the poor, Estrada 
parlayed his massive popularity 


where he 


end. 


a5 a springboard to the presiden- 
cy, which he won in a landslide in 
1998 and pledged would be “the 
greatest performance of my life.” 
Estrada's reversal of fortune 
has been as dramatic as his more 
than 100 films. Many of his fol- 
lowers predict 
would end like in his movies, 


death dilemmas to triumph in the 


"Triumph of Truth' CD. 
Showing his flair for theater, 
Estrada's camp on Tuesday re- 
leased a 20-minute video, titled 
“Triumph of Truth," which claimed 
the prosecution relied on paid wit- 
nesses and failed to prove its case. 


es; I was convicted in the streets 


his dilemma 


emerges from near- 


that the 


The trial started in October 
2001. The prosecution rested its 
‘case two years later after present- 
ing 76 witnesses and more than 
1,500 pieces of evidence. Defense 
lawyers say Estrada would be 
their 79th and final witness. 
Despite his downfall, Estrada 
has been at the heart of Ms Ar- 
royo's political troubles. Thou- 
sands of his followers tried to 
storm Malacafiang in May 2001 
in what she called a failed power 
grab. Six died in the rioting. 
Estrada also has been linked to 
coup plots against Ms Arroyo. 
Estrada told reporters earlier 
corruption 
against him and his five years of 
detention in his Tanay resthouse 
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have consigned him to a "very dë- "T 
pressing life," adding that an ac^ ^ 
quittal would correct all the "> 
wrongs heaped on him. yi 

Despite his ordeal and growing” ^ 
health problems, he said he's! ”3 
ready for a political comeback. 


Let justice take course 

Malacañang asked all sectors 
to let justice take its “inexorable 
course” in the Estrada case. 

“The fact that (Estrada) was 
taking the witness stand is a clean; 
proof that due process has been 
strictly observed in his case,” said 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye in... 
astatement, 

House Majority Leader Pros- 
pero Nograles said Estrada's 
court appearance could have lit- 
tle impact. 

“In law, the weakest of all evi- 
dence is the mere denial of the ac- 
cused if faced with overwhelming 
direct evidence and testimonies 
of witnesses,” said Nograles, a 
topnotch lawyer. e 

Nograles said he did not think 
Estrada would get back the presi- 
dency on acquittal "His term has 
already expired,” Nograles said. 


Erap going back to streets 

“He still wants his plunder case 
settled politically, out of court 
and on the streets as bared when 
his camp distributed compact 
disks containing what he is sup- 
posed to testify on his trial today,” 
said Davao del Sur Rep. Douglas 
Cagas. 

‘Antique Rep. Exequiel Javier 
said the distribution of Estrada's 
CDs was useless because the 
court would only consider his tes- 
timony in resolving his case. 

“Today is Erap's day of infamy 
or vindication. Erap should take 
this opportunity to tell the truth 
not twist it to save his soul,” said 
Javier With reports from Nor- 
man Bordadora, DJ Yap, Chris- 
tine O. Avendaño, Michael Lim 
Ubac, AP 


charges 


Erap and Chavit: Bosom buddies, mortal enemies 


FrompageAl 


gambling payoffs and tobacco tax kickbacks 
in 2000 and started the latter's anguished 
oat ride out of the Palace. 

No one knew if the protagonists were eye- 
balling each other. They were certainly within 
speaking (spitting?) distance. 

Estrada did not even cast a glance at 
Singson. 


Glad to answer lies 

But Estrada later said in an interview; “I 
saw him and I'm glad I can answer those lies 
ofhis." 

Asked what he thought of Singson, Estrada 
snapped with that tough-guy look that had 
catapulted him to the pinnacle of filmdom 
and the nation’s presidency: “He probably 
thought he can intimidate me. 

During a break two hours into the proceed- 
ings, Singson told the Ingumer, "No matter 
how well he had practiced his answers with 
his lawyers, he will have a hard time here be- 
cause he's still telling lies." 

Seated next to private lawyer Amo 
Sanidad, Singson added: "We're taking notes 
ofthose lies so we can counter them later." 


Hiding swelling eyes 

Asked about the shades, Singson said that 
hiseyes were swelling" from "lack of sleep." 

Estrada’s testimony injected new life—at 
least in terms of courtroom erowd—to a case 
that has dragged on for five years—largely 
away from media glare, consigned to the in- 
side pages of newspapers. 

Many from the press row conceded that 
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PROVINCE OF ISABELA 


‘THE MAN WHO BLEW THE WHISTLE, 
llocos Sur Gov. Chavit Singson, sits in the 
courtroom only five seats away from his 
estranged friend Estrada, ne 


the trial at this point was unlikely to pro- 
duce any new bombshell from the Estrada 
camp. His well-oiled media machinery has 
long been presenting his line of defense 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


through various propaganda videos and 
pamphlets and discourses by his high- 
priced lawyers. 


The comforters 

Prominent members of his family, led by his 
wife, Sen. Loi Ejercito, played their usual role 
as comforters in chief. There were the two 
sons out of wedlock: San Juan Mayor JV 
Ejercito whom Estrada sired with Guia 
Gomez and a teenager—Jake—by former 
starlet Laarni Enriquez. 

While waiting for the hearing to start, 
Estrada briefly took a seat in between his chil- 
dren—opposition Sen. Jinggoy Estrada and 
daughter Jackie who was fingering a rosary. 

A staunch political ally former Ambassador _ 
Ernesto Maceda, was taking notes of Estrada's 
direct examination on a yellow pad. 

Also around to give moral support were 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile and Makati City May- 
or Jejomar Binay. a 
No more room 

Several members of his Cabinet and former 
classmates from the Ateneo de Manila, which 
had expelled him from high school after a 
brawl with a foreign student, also came for 
Estrada, but they could no longer be accom- 
‘modated in the jampacked courtroom. 

They were instead made to stay at a hold- 
ing area set for Estrada on the building's sixth 
floor, according to Estrada's media coordina- 
tor Ferdie Ramos. 

Ramos said his boss was up as early as 6 
a.m. yesterday and took only sandwiches for 
the most important public appearance of his 
life since he fled the Palace on a barge. 
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‘Office of tho Chairperson. Bids and Awards Committee 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Awards Commitee. 
ty 


Ali particulars relative tothe ligt, bid evaluation 
be governed by the provisions of R A 8184, othenwiso known as the Government 
Procurement Reform Act and ts Implementing Rules and Reguiations (IRR) 


'HEDULE OF BIDDING ACTIVITIES: 


Avalabity of Bid Documents March24-29,2006,excudingSaturdayand 
‘Sunday SAMISPMatineBACSecrelanors. 

tee, Captol, lagan, Isabela 

March 30.2006 a! 10AM. Governors Mim- 

Conlerence Hal, Capol, Nagan. Isabela 

Apri 1,200619 SOAM, BAC Secretariat's 

Office, Capit, Iagan, isabel 

Apri t. 2006 10 00AM. Governor Min- 

Corferenco Hal, Capto, Bagan, labels 

‘Approved Budget Contract Php 34.150-Milon. 

Complete setofbidproposal/forms maybe acqurediromthe BAC Secretanat's 
‘feo, Coptol agen, pon payment of non-refundable bidding fee of TEN 
THOUSAND PESOS (Php 10.000 00) atthe Provincial Treasurer s Office. 

“Tne Provincia! Government of Isabela reservas the right reject any or all bids 
waivaanyrequred formatty and award nocontracttobny bidder whose proposalhas 
icon evaluated by tha BAC as no most advantageous Tho Provincial Goverment 

nas no ooigalons whatsoever to compensate or indemnify the bidder for any 

That toy may incur in tha preparation of thoir bids Nether does t 
guarania that an award wil be made 


(Sod ) MA. THERESA ARANETA-FLORES 
Provincial Adminstrator and 
BAC Charperson 


Pre-Bid Conference 


Deadine of Submission of Eloy 
Requremants and Bde 


Opening of Bids 


PNOC "Té. No 668-1920 Local S088 5208/6261 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND REBID/ BID 


The PNOC-Enerpy Development Corporation is nig al inlrested supplors o apply 
subi Seal bie or e supply and dabvery of 1e folowing 
Approved Budget 
Various Sizes of CS SAWERW and Soomioss Pipos PRP 14500000 
undar FGJ 80817 
Two Hundred Eighty (280) Cube Matora Liquid Coustio Soda  PHP405000000 
indar GT 517414. 
‘leo! Force Motonals 
under GO 516113 
hott forms and bidding documents shali be avaiable fr issuance upon payment ofa 
Roftolundati fn at no above ass ase on Ine folowing schaduls 
[PRN] Dual Canal Pa 


FOS 


PHP 2,900,000 00 


Tean GS TH aii Lyn Mercados 808 
‘GTS1743¢ | Mar 16,2000 TH fry E Graco 5268 


'Gosterii | Febru 22, 2005 | PH 400 00 [Wr Edpa Alon Sacomasic S281 


For purposes of ciariying cain mars a pro-pdcing conference sol 
March 23, 2098 for FGJ 80917 and OT 417414, 2:00 p.m. at ho above 
‘Appleatone for egy and 

PNOC-EDC Supply Management Depar 

fonna m paced bar Marom ne 

japarimont Wall Clock Time) of 

onem n CORRI Pudet ode a low mmedamiy Pu 
AGB Sha not bo accepted 

Prospective bidders shal nil conformance lo the bidding terma and conditons, 
fequred, and sau Line brough propor submiswonexocution “Source of 
{Bing i rom intemal Gash Generation of PNOC-EDC. Al bids shouid bo win ne 
Approvod Budget fora Contract n oder tually. 

PNOC-Enerpy Devlopment Corporation reservan he right to annul the bidding proces, 
alocar C! ae to wane any normaly in i ide ecawad and to accept such d 
ied mon acvaniogoous to PNOC-EDO wehwu thereby insuring aby to o flected 
‘Waser or piagas or ry ebigetonotnfoem to afecea bladar or lacere othe grounds) 
for PNOC-SDC' acto 
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75 fall in Bulacan shabu market raid 


BOCAUE, BULACAN—AT LEAST 75 PEOPLE - illegal drug trade either to feed 
were arrested in a compound in Barangay Lolom- 2 ` ee ne eee their 
fe onil . 
boy here on Tuesday, a slum area likened by po- T 3 ore EE sit put 
licemen to the “shabu flea market" that was re- . Pep a the NBI- 
cently raided in Pasig City. ADOTE na ee 
Supt. Buenaventura Viray, po- showed that the owners of the à De la Cruz confirmed reports 
lice chief here, said agents of the shanties rent rooms where drug that the area has been the subject 
National Bureau of Investigation users can use shabu in private. of police monitoring “for so long.” 
(NBI) and the Philippine Drug Users, Viray said, pay between P10 Viray said the full cooperation 
Enforcement Agency (PDEA) ar- and P20 as rent for these rooms. of the community and local offi- 
rested the suspects while some of He said they were monitoring cials is needed to stamp out the il- 
them were using shabu (metam- activities on Buntisan Street after 2 legal drug problem in the area. 
phetamine hydrochloride) inside several illegal drug suspects they G The suspects, he said, were 
Shanties and rooms in a com- arrested were found to be living taken to the NBI office in Manila 
pound on Buntisan Street. or frequenting that area. IL a 4 for investigation. 
‘Others were arrested for pos- Viray welcomed the participa- A55-YEAR-old manis escorted by NBI agents as he and 74 other Last month, several shanties in 
sessing shabu and illegal drug tion of the NBI-AIDSOTF and drugusersand peddlers are presented to media after a raid in Pasig City were found to have Town oses 
paraphernalia. PDEA in the raid, saying the local Bocaue, Bulacan. wee been doubling as drug dens. 
Viray said the raid was conduct- police have limited resources and More than 300 people, includ- s 
edafteramonth ofsurveillance. personnel to carry outthe raid. drug cases in 2005 andrenuntotbeilegaldrugtade. ingseveralminors,weretakenis- NAZO as 
He said information provided by The Bulacan police office, he __Viray said the problem on illegal He said most residents living to custody during the raid. 
the NBI's Anti-Illegal Drugs Special said, recently cited the Bocaue drugs persisted in the area as many on Buntisan Street are unem- Carmela Reyes, PDICentralLu- € a 
Operation Task Force (AIDSOTF) police for the most solved illegal ofthe suspects managed topostbail ployed and have resorted to the £2" Desk marijuana 


ROUNDUP . . ; — capital" 


E ze 
Prelate thanks donors ; Soa $ / , a KAPANGAN, BENGUET—THIS 
‘SAN PABLO CITY—Maasin, Southern Leyte Bishop Most Rev. Precioso D. h y 25 a p town's reign as the country’s 
Cantillas thanked Bishop Leo M. Drona of the Diocese of San Pablo here for * 1 x d 5 "marijuana capital" is already 
the donation of P494,000 in check raised from the more than 80 parishes in : : à | over, Mayor Rogelio Leon said. 
Laguna. Fr. Rene Eriga, San Pablo Diocesan Social Action director, who i A AG N F. “The town no longer hosts 
handed a big portion of the money last Feb. 23, told priests in a Presbyteral E PA d RU | hectares of marijuana planta- 
Council meeting here on March 13 that Laguna was among the first dioce- a Ni tions. Production has dropped by 
ses that extended help to the victims of the tragedy. The diocese was also #2 1 É a D MUS | 80 percent," Leon said, quoting 
among the first to respond to the Infanta Preature's call for help when a records from the police. 
massive landslide buried alive about 1,000 residents there in 2004. E A E S A The keys to the success of the 
Romulo Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau town’s antimarijuana drive, he 


^ Š EREET : said, were the police's eradica- 
Hot lumber seized EN tion campaign held from 2004 to 
LEGAZPI CITY— Soldiers from the Army's 2nd infantry Battalion, headed by b ý T ; 2005 and the effort of local offi- 


Lt. Ernesto Pascual, intercepted some 5,000 board feet of illegally cut logs cials to make farmers feel that the 

at Barangay Lahung, Juban, Sorsogon last Thursday. A military report said government was not neglecting 

the illegal logs, which were supposed to be brought to this city, were turned their plight. 

over to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in Sorsogon. “People should no longer think 
Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau that our town is the major source 


200 casuals ‘shortchanged’ ri. : j FAN $4 | ofmarijuana. There are still plan- 


tations but these are found in lots 


LEGAZPI CITY—Some 200 casual employees 3 à si x 
SAAN NAPUNTA) ofthe Department of Public Works and High- j ner epe 
YUNG KALAHATI?) ways regionai office here have complained of e ; - DE depo : 


Leon said the local government 
receiving only half of the benefits they were hi 
entitied to at the start of this year. Instead of P 4 4 E started moves to destroy the re- 
the P4,000 clothing allowance and P2,000 à i maining marijuana fields in seven 
productivity allowance they were supposed to : : sitios (sub villages) of the remote 
receive, they were merely given P2,000 and Hn e s ‘ villages of Gadang, Sagubo, Bel- 
1,000, respectively. Orlando Roces, DPWH ER 5 d ing Belis and Pudong. 
Bicol director, said the cut was due to the ` 7 * The effort included the propa- 
slow release of the budget for projects from 7 2 H ? 5 gation of the root crop yacon and 
the central office from where such allowances are being taken. Roces said " anthurium as alternative crops 
while at least five projects normally arrive for implementation every month, A E a 2 for farmers, silkworm raising, 
only two to three projects have come in at this time. Ki - S + and the delineation of the town’s 
Edgar Alejo, PD! Southern Luzon Bureau E ^ forest reserves and watershed to 
a tS x j prompt barangay officials to par- 
Jail warden axed | š E» ticipate in their protection. 
BUTUAN CITY—The city jail warden here was relieved following allegations à s. P an ORAE on Last year, local officals signed 
he was behind the proliferation of illegal drugs in the city's prison facility y an agreement with the Philippine 
Senior Supt. Romeo Hacaban, regional director of the Bureau of Jal Man- ; k National Police to introduce ya- 
agement and Penology (BJMP) based in Surigao City, said he ordered the con to the seven sitios where 
relief of Senior Insp. Prescisito Heje after an inmate accused him of involve- marijuana was cultivated. 
ment in the drug trade with inmates. Casiano Abrinica, a self-confessed They also adopted silkworm as 
drug peddier, said Heje dera drug deals inside the prison in exchange the town's main product for the 
Tor money. Heje, he said, was also behind other ilegal activities in the facili- E 2 "pro. 
ty, Heje has denied the charges and sald he was wiling to be investigated. SPLASH swim. Roe tment as 
Franklin M. Caliguid, PDI Mindanao Bureau | A touristslides down a waterfall in the Loboc River in Loboc, Bohol that became famous as the p d the De t 
x r 5 shooting location of a movie that starred actor Cesar Montano. quus ae (smod 
Virus-free migratory birds 


‘Trade and Industry. 
Ut sol 
COTABATO CY Agriculture oficials de- A epe nate 
Shed migratory isn Cenal Mindanao, S f ikt ld t f t t pen 
A anaeamini OALLLAL LO old it's Safe to return "S25 mo of iem hd 
from the deadly H5N1 strain of bird flu virus. P 


shied away from planting [mari- 
The marsh, a known bird sanctuary because By Joey A. Gabieta anaele D Dot be rd Wiese vilagers ap EMIL oe is 
ofits lush forest, is about 1,200sqkmand PD] Visayas Bureau safey. The Philippine Army is came down because of harass- Senior Supt. — Alexander 
oic Loader rele " there to defend them fromtheen- ment by the New People’s Pumecha, spokesperson of the 
,SesmeidArcHERes ome TACLOBAN, CIY-THE TOP emis Rance Nm. Cni e a ulnas 
tor sald samples taken rom nigrsony Kis leary oficial on Samar Island He also dinmissed allegations Ramos ‘said the military would ‘on Tuesday seized 15 bricks of 
Puce nate AORO Jetendsy sought to assure ces thet the oldies are responsible. euius the operations because marijuana worth P375,000 in a 
Mus me iD o aae “the Lusan cemsofthree Samartownsthatit for the displacement of these “this is the only way that the peo- house in La Trinidad town. 
Marsh coastal areas of Kalamansig and Lebak in Sultan Kudarat, Kalanganan WaS safe to return to their homes people ple of these interior towns could  Pumecha said the owner of a 
Mer ee ea and Genoa Santas Cly. The DAS Livestock Di- following a mass evacuation due “They are afraid of the enemies be assured of a continued and boarding house in the town in- 
slon and the Bird Hu Task Force have deputized 12 bird flu monitoring teams. tO military operations against roaming in their areas. It’s the peaceful existence.” formed the police about the marijua- 
eottroy Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau communist rebels. reason (why) they seek safe Evacuees from Bobon, North- nabricksleitina room in his house. 
Major Gen. Bonifacio Ramos, grounds,” Ramos added. ern Samar had returned to their On Monday, police seized 472 
DILG-ARMM hands full commanding general of the 8h Ramos confirmed that about a homes, Ramossaid. kilograms of marijuana from a 
TILL A ala i daon osakai amao  ncy Dd bel jo weseaiseexro Rei. "We rotii ear Gie well wen fe Booo, Me erae 
of Kabuntalan, Maguindanao and the governor of Lanao del Sur are being Samar's capital town of Catbalo- terland villages of Motiong town cles and even food. We are happy who was traveling from Kalinga. 
Sa aa Dannan o Inario, and Local Government inihe AU- gn, said he would personally s- and another interior village atthe that they were convinced io i, Delmar Cariño with a report 
tonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (DILG-ARMM). sure them of their safety. nearby San Jose de Buan fled to turn home. They are safe there,” from Vincent Cabreza, PDI 
Charla. Sefase, PDI Mindanao Bureau “They should return to their their town centers. the general said. Northern Luzon Bureau 


MGB lacks equipment to monitor landslides 


By Juan Escandor Jr., prone areas and places where steep elevation, few vegetation But Jusi said the Camaligan fa- 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau landslides and mudslides could and clay porous soil. cility has limitations in predicting 
occur. But he said the indicators the extent of flooding. 
NAGA CITY—THE MINES AND Jusi said that flooding, land- must be extrapolated with the He said the MGB helps local 
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) slide or mudslide are pre- amountofrainfallinagivenpe- government units (LGUs). res- 
lacks the capacity to predict the dictable events but theyneed to riod and the changes it has pond to the danger of landslides 
eeuen of landslides and monitor the rate of movements caused on the areas soa predic- and flooding by identifying the 
flooding in the Bicol region be- in the areas identified as prone tion can be made on the occur- areas where they may possibly 
cause of the absence of equip- to these using a device designed rence of a landslide or mud- occur 
ment to monitor and record geo- for it. slide. The geologist said LGUs are 
logical activities, according toa He said despite the lack of He revealed that the govern- responsible for the detailed 
geologist here. equipment, the MGB can pro- ment-operatéd flood monitoring monitoring of the identified ar 
‘Amel Jusi, MGB chief geolo- vide local governments with station in Camaligan, Camarines eas as well as the disaster res 
sist said the government cannot technical knowhow on the Sur could generate enough data ponse required while the MGH 
AWOMAN waits in anguish for news on loved ones whowereburled afford to provide the equipment characteristics of the areas on the level and duration of provides the necessary techni 
ina landslide in Guinsaugon village in St. Bernard, Southern Leyte. that can monitor in detail geo- prone to flooding, landslide or flooding in the Bico! river basin cal requirements: when re 
The landslide struck with no warning. Tomoro logical activities in the flood- mudslide, such as areas with area. quested. 
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Tale of 2 Pinoy workers in Saudi 


Family wants his remains 
to be sent home in Albay 


By Michael B. Jaucian 
Legaspi City 


NTIL WHEN WILL WE WAIT FOR MY HUS- 
| | band's body to be brought back home?" Teary- 
eyed Annie Liza Llorando was disappointed 
upon learning from the regional Overseas Workers 
Welfare Administration (Owwa) that her husband's 
return from Saudi Arabia would take some time. 


When they last talked by the company of his family" she 
phone on Feb. 23, Reynard Felix said. 
Llorando promised his wife that His contract was set to expire 
he would be home for his 37th in April and he did not plan to re- 
birthday this month. Thatpledge, turn to the Saudi capital, she 
along with his dream of giving his said. 
family a decent life, suddenly “What he wanted was to be 
vanished four days late. with his family and put up a copi- 
Llorando and another Filipino, er business in Legazpi,” Annie 
fellow construction worker Abel Liza said. 
Monterela, were killed when Sau- Saudi Arabia's Ministry of the 
di police, on a manhunt for mili- Interior Saudi has pledged full fi- 
tants, sprayed their shuttle bus nancial assistance for Llorando's 
with bullets while passing family according to Ma. Cristina 
through Rawda District in D. Zantua, manager of the Public 
Riyadh. Employment Services Office (Pe- 
"Three other Filipinos in the bus so) in Legazpi, citing a text mes- 
were wounded. sage sent to her mobile phone by 
; the Owwa. 
Breadwinner 
“The death of Felix was a big Marble setter 
loss for the family He was the  Zantua said Llorando was able [i poses 
PS dvinner and our hope so toworkin Riyadh through the Pe- ANNIE Liza Llorando shows picture of her husband Felix, who was killed while on his way to workin the Saudi capital of Riyadh. 
that our children can go to so program. In April 2004, she CER NCK 
school," Annie Liza said. said, Llorando applied for work sige 
llorando, who hailed from as a marble setter through Sam ployee by his boss. mitted the necessary documents. sic Medicine Department of the Workers, has coordinated with 
Legazpi City in Albay, left behind Seven Manpower Inc. Owwa regional director Robert Riyadh Medical Complex, said the Riyadh Medical Complex for 
a wife and three children—John “Llorando had donea great job  PBassig said the family would re- Autopsy report Philippine Ambassador to Saudi the issuance of a medical report 
autos Jojo Rey, S; and Jula im Riyadh because he found an ceive P200,000 in financial assis- Asked how long it will take for Arabia mannara Guinomila. so that the employer could begin 
‘Anton, 3. in vagy dnc emwronment and tance in the form of insurance the remains to be flown back to It willbe forwarded to the po- the process of repatriation of the 
‘Annie Liza recalled that four employer,” Zantua said. from the agency's Social Benefits the country, he said it depended lice center handling the case up. remains. 
dans before the Riyadh shooting, Since he arrived, Lorando had Department, plus P20,000 in on the process and the results of of completion, Guinomla said in — If Llorando's family can prove 
her husband called to greet her never complained of anything death benefits. the investigation and autopsy his latest message to the Depart. that they belong to the “poorest 
ön her birthday. aane: his employer she said. Basig, however stressed that conducted by the Saudi police. — ment of Foreign Affairs regional of the poor,” one of the worker's 
Senay ry excited to go Annie Liza said her husband wes the money would bereleased two  Theautopsy report was expect. offieiniegnu. children can qualify for an Owwa 
soe ae eher been treated likea family member and days after the ama of Lloran- ed to be finished “in a couple of The DFA, through fhe Office of scholarship under its “Tuloy Aral 
home on Mar thay in was considered aresponsibleem- do's body andthe family had sub-weeks”by the Ofice ofthe Foren- the Undersecretary for Migrant Project.” 


Unable to bear abuses, she jumped out of a building window 


By Romulo O. Ponte help, she said. *1 was literally a slave in the and attendants who had assisted more than 10 times. The last 

Pangil, Laguna Marissa, 35, a midwife, wasal- hands of my female employer" her told her family. time was on the evening of 

so advised to seek the help of the Jocelyn told her ‘mother Florencia On Feb. 24, Florencia asked for March 7, when her sister com- 

HORTLY AFTER JOCELYN J. MENDOZA, 38, Philippine Embassy in contacting from her hospital bed. Her voice assistance from Mariano Dumia plained about the presence of 

arrived at her employer's apartment unit in Riyadh, Jocelyn, E M Filipinos was trembling SR NN of es os of oe Ces several cn = 

Ce ana Iste eben en. ere eG Her employer's husband was tary for Migrant Workers under room. Jocelyn may have thought 

y year ‘Marissa and only brother John very kind to her, Jocelyn said. But the Department of Foreign Affairs they were sent by her employer 

documents and mobile phone were confiscated. Israel did not waste time and when she reported to him how in Manila, and from Marianito to get her back so she could be 
reached Jocelyn at the Arar Cen- she was being maltreated, the Roque, Overseas Workers Welfare jailed, Marissa said. 

She was told to start working and Arts in Manila, Jocelyn tral Hospital in Riyadh. She had wife's cruelty worsened. The Administration administrator. ‘The incident prompted Maris- 
immediately and never leave the worked for Uniden Philippines in just gained consciousness. woman blew her top when Joce- Marissa said the Owwa told. sa to plead for help from hospital 
immediately and never leave the Taguig, Meo Manila and in From their talk, the siblings lyn asked why she was being her that the agency that Soft her authorities to arrange her sister's 
building. Cabuyao, Laguna for 12 years be- learned about details of Jocelyn's made to do the laundry daily in. sister to Saudi Arabia should take immediate flight back to the 

She could take a bath, but only fore it shut down. ordeal. They also asked the non- stead of every other day. care of her hospital needs. Philippines. 
ee eee rey every Her family said she decided to government Pusong Mamon Task Her employer allegedly On Marca 8, Emit w Sinclair, As soon as the doctor allows 
four days. Somebody would be apply for work abroad since her Force for help in looking after punched her hard at the back and Owwa officer-in-charge, sum- her discharge, the Owwa would 
monitoring outside the bathroom age made her ineligible to work their sister. Was about to punish her more moned Rowena C. Nuqui, presi- help facilitate her flight back 
to make sure she would not ex- in other factories in the country. docelyms back and left arm when Jocelyn ran and jumped dent of Al Farabi Manpower Ser- home, Marissa has assured Joce- 
ceed the time limit. She left for Saudi Arabia on were broken. A stainless steel has out of the window. vices Inc. in Manila, fora meeting lyn. Nurses have told Marissa that 

She would also be allowed to Dec. 27, 2005, shaking and trem- been inserted to support her A at the agency's regional office on foreign workers confined in the 
change her underwear, but only bling as she was alone. backbone. Good Samaritans March 13 to discuss Jocelyn’s hospital usually receive treat- 
every four days, too. $ 3 No other information was giv- As she was sprawled on the case. ment for one and a half months 

Worse, she was beaten by her First communication en, but the family was told that ground, Jocelyn was almost life- Sinclair also alerted Angel L. - before they are sent back to their 
Fae ae eee aos: very docelyn'syounger sister, Maris- she can already move her head, less Florencia was told, The em, Borja, PAfippine labor attaché in home countries 
day. sa M. Teoxon, said the familynev. hands and feet. ployer wanted to drag her back Polo-Riyadh, and Eduardo E. Be- Worried that her sister may be 

Unable to bear her sufferings, er knew what happened to her Fite the building, but neighbors lido, welfare officer, to visit Joce- suffering from severe pain, de- 
Jocelyn decided’ to escape by until another Filipino migrant Only means and bystanders prevailed upon lyn and see to it that she was re- pression and trauma, Marissa ap- 
Jumping out of the window on worker in Saudi Arabia secretly Marisa quoted Jocelyn assay- her Jocelyn was rushed 1o the ceiving adequate medical care, — pealed that she be allowed to 
feb. 16 She survived to tell her called upa relative in Magdalena, ing that jumping from the win. hospital and placed under inten- A travel to Riyadh to take care of 
tale. laguna on Feb. 22. The relative dow of her employer's apartment -sive care. Police presence her, But Owwa officials discour- 

A secretarial undergraduate of was told to inform her that Joce- was her only way of escaping tor- For seven days, she was fight- Since Feb, 22, Marissa said aged her, citing the difficulty of 
the National College of Business lyn was in a hospital and needed ment. ing for her life, Filipino nurses she had talked with Jocelyn entering Saudi Arabia 


Friendster’ leads to arrest of San Pablo massacre suspect 


By Marlon Ramos 27, who belongs oan influential In a press briefing held at his case against the suspect) as the survived the attack, They were men Who shot us ... This is the 
City of Sta. Rosa, Laguna fanily in San Pablo, was arrested office in Sta, Rosa City the next victim himself identified Hizon confined atthe hospital for reat only way I can give justice to my 
based on the testimony of Joey day Ramos announced that NBI as the one who pointed the gun ment for more than a month. brother,” Belen retorted to the 

N WEBSITE DEDI- Belen, 21, who suffered bullet agents swooped down on Hi- at him. Belen said the suspect Ramos said the real motive for suspect. 


catedtosocialnet. Woundsinthe right leg and foot, zon's house, bearing 3 Search evenspokebriefywithhimashe the shooting had yer to be estab- Senior Supt, Elmo Francis 
A according to NBLlaguna chief warrancissued by alocal court, ordered him to remove his ring lished. Sarona, San Pablo police chief, 
working proved Olivo Ramos. ‘The NBI official said Belen and watch," Ramos said, E. said charges of robbery with 
vital in solving crime in- |, had positively identified Hizon Records showed that Belen, Thrill killing? multiple homicide and of double 
cidents. Police sketch as the man who poked a gun at his older brother John Andrew, — At first, police investigators frustrated homicide had been 
Oa March 9, agents of the Na- _Hizon vehemently denied any him while taking his wristwatch and four of their tends were si thought that the incident wasan filed against Hizon and four 
tional arem. ef Investigation involvement in the killing, say- and ring when he saw a photo ting in front of their house in offshoot of a fraternity war, “But "John Does.” 
ona rea eves eect, ing the artist’ sketch released by taken from the suspee’s Friend- Mariflor Subdivision, Barangay Mere Aie indications that it was Despite the arrest, Sarona said 
a onn amd kilig four the police did not resemble him, ster account. The photo shows del Remedio on the midnight Of a thrill killing," Ramossaid, the case could not be considered 
Seopeimsanfeblociyinlagu. — "Iheskethisveryfarfromre. Hizon holding a 38 cal. revolver Jan, 10 when five arme Ht Hizon said he did not intend solved. The other suspects had 
na two months ago, One of the ality, It doesn't look like me. ! which, according to the NBI, was alighted from a white Toyota to leave the country to hide. He yet to be identified, he said, and 
two wounded survivors positive- have nothing to do with what described exactly by the victim Corolla and approached them. ^ said he was already a US immi- robbery had to be established as 
W'idenied him based on pie. you are saying)” Hizon told Be- as one of the guns used in the The Intruders ordered the vie- grant. the real motive. 
tures posted on the suspects killing, tims to hand over their personal But Belen said he was very Sarona said the other suspects 
Friendster account, Hizon was caught at his house. ‘on belongings, Suddenly, they sure it was Hizon who pointed could also belong to wealthy and 
Friendster is a popular web- On Barleta Street in San Pablo, a Police lineup opened fire at the group. Four of the gun at him. influential families in the city. 
Fi ae are Debt new ac. day before he was scheduled to In a police lineup, Belen again che victims died on the spot. “We were pleading for our "We will continue with our in- 
quaintances and communicate fly to the United States where pointed at Hizon as ‘one of the as- ‘The gunmen quickly fled the lives but you did not listen to us. vestigation and arrest the other 
with former friends, police believed he intended to sailants scene, 1 know in my heart and in my suspects who, we believe, are 
The suspect, Rexson Hizon, hide. "[We believe we have a strong Belen and Aldwin Villaruel mind that you were one ofthe stillin Laguna," he said. 
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Court rejects bid 
to defer GIs' trial 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


OLONGAPO CITY—À LOCAL COURT HERE 
yesterday rejected a petition to defer the arraign- 
ment of four US Marines accused of rape while. 
the alleged victim, who was among 300 women: 
demonstrators outside, questions the legality ofa 
bilateral agreement that prevents the Philippines 
from gaining custody ofthe accused. 

Judge Renato Dilag said he saw no legal ba- 
sis to defer the hearing, which has been set for 
Friday. 

He pointed out in a two-page ruling that the 
Supreme Court had upheld the constitutionality 
of the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) in atleast 
five cases, The agreement grants US authorities 
custody of American troops accused of commit- 
ting crimes in the Philippines. 

“I don't want to delay the case,” Dilag told The 
Associated Press. 

He said lawyers for the Marines had promised 
to bring their clients to the court on Friday. 

Lance Cpl. Daniel Smith has admitted to "con- 
sensual sex" with the 22-year-old woman but has 
denied raping her. Lance Cpl. Keith Silkwood, 
Lance Cpl, Dominic Duplantis and Staff Sgt. 
Chad Carpentier were allegedly in the same van, 
cheering on Smith, prosecutors charged. 

‘The soldiers, who belong to the 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Force stationed in Okinawa, 
Japan, are accused of the capital charge of rape 
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‘and conspiracy to commit rape. The US Embassy 
in Manila has custody of the men. 

Evalyn Ursua, one of the lawyers of the 22- 
year-old complainant, said her client planned to 
file another motion Thursday to defer the ar- 
raignment. Even if that is rejected, “my client will 
not be there because we're not going to get a fair 
trial" Ursua said, 

Outside the court, about 300 women activists 
demanded that the court declare the VFA uncon- 
stitutional and denounced Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez for indicating earlier that charges 
against Silkwood, Duplantis and Carpentier may 
be downgraded. 

"The alleged rape victim, her face half-cov- 
ered by a purple scarf, stood almost unnoticed 
among the protesters as speakers took turns 
lambasting Gonzalez, 

Tt was the first time that the woman, known 
by the pseudonym “Nicole,” appeared in public 
since the alleged rape took place in November 
last year. Organizers of the "Task Force Subic 
Rape,” a coalition of 14 women organizations, 
and Ursua confirmed to the INQumem that Nicole 
‘was among the demonstrators. 


Locked up 

She told the Ingumen by phone later that she 
"drew courage and strength’ by being among the 
protesters. She said she cried at one point upon 
the realization she was “not alone in my battle.” 

‘Asked how she felt when Dilag denied her 
lawyers motion, she said she was “angry” because 
she believed the accused soldiers should be locked. 
upina Philippine jail. 

The alleged rape took place inside a moving 
van on Nov. 1, 2005 at the nearby Subic Bay 
Freeport where she was vacationing at the time. 
"The soldiers were then on furlough after the RP. 
US war games “Talon Vision.” 

In throwing out the petition to defer the ar- 
raignment and declare the VFA unconstitutional, 
Dilag read a portion of the Supreme Courts ruling 
‘which states: “Hence, we cannot readily plead the 
Constitution as a convenient excuse for noncom- 
pliance with our obligations, duties and responsi- 
bilities under international law" 

He also declined to issue a new arrest warrant. 
against the soldiers, saying the issues of custody 
and jurisdiction had been extensively discussed in 
his two previous orders. With reports from AP and 
Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 
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Grade II student sues teacher | 


By JocelynR. 
desired buena, forced them to eat pen- 
‘THE TEACHER WHO FORCED cil shavings in class last March 
her students to eat pencil shav- 8. 
ings was charged with child 
abuse yesterday at the Taguig 
City Prosecutor's Office. 

Jastine Caraga, a Grade Il 
student at the Silangan Ele- 
mentary School in Barangay 
Upper Bicutan, Taguig, was ac- 
companied by her mother, 
Adelina and a representative 
from the Office of the Social 
Welfare Development when 
she subscribed to her com- 
plaint before a panel of prose- 
cutors. 

Caraga was the classmate of 
Delmar Redota, who died after 


their teacher, Brenda Elbam- even cursed us. And then she 
asked me to open my mouth 
and then she fed me the pencil 
shavings,” Caraga said. 

Elbambuena allegedly did 
the same thing to her Redota, 
the girl added. But while she 
was able to spit out all the pen- 
cil shavings forced into- her 
mouth, Redota swallowed 
them, Caraga said. 


Change ofheart 

Redota’s mother, Diana, ear- 
lier told the Ivquiner that she 
did not want her daughter to 
be autopsied. But yesterday, 
she said that she had changed 
her mind. 

Prosecutor Jaime A. Cubillo 


said that while the autopsy 
would determine the real 
cause of Redotas death, it 
would also help them find out 
who should be held responsi- 
ble for it. 

Should the autopsy results 
point to Elbambuena as being 
responsible for the girl's death, 
she could be charged with 
homicide. 

The prosecutors also direct- 
ed the school principal, Reme- 
dios Antonio, to submit an affi- 
davit on the results of an inves- 
tigation she conducted into the 
incident. 

Elbambuena, who was just 
substituting for another teach- 
ex when the incident hap- 


4 men, woman rob QC bank in 10 minutes 


pened, has allegedly gone into 
hiding after the incident. 

A preliminary investigation 
E has been set by prosecutors 

Redota died a week later of next week. 
acute tonsillitis and pneumo- : 
nia. DepEd orders review 

Following the incident, the 
Department of Education has 
ordered a review of the guide- 
lines for the recruitment of 
new teachers. 

DepEd Officer-in charge Fe 
Hidalgo said in hiring new 
teachers, the department 
would give more emphasis to 
psychological factors, specifi- 
cally a teacher's behavioral re- 
actions to certain conditions 
and situations. 


Student recalls incident 

Caraga told the prosecutors 
that Elbambuena was sweep- 
ing the floor of their classroom 
when someone threw pencil 
shavings into their air. 

The teacher forced her and 
Redota to swallow the pencil 
shavings because she thought 
that the two were playing a 
prank on her, she added. 

“She was really angry and 
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8 PCGG to look 
into Metrowalk 


controversy /A18 


By DJ Yap 


FOUR MEN AND A WOMAN ROBBED A BANK 
in Novaliches, Quezon City yesterday, carting 
away an undetermined amount of cash. 

Police said the robbers only spent 10 minutes 
inside the bank. 

‘According to investigators, a woman entered 
the Premiere Bank in Forest Hill Subdivision, 


doubted ifthe amount reached P1 million, since 
mot much cash was in the tellers’ counters that 
day, according to bank employees. 

"With their loot in hand, the robbers casually 
walked out of the bank, boarded two motorcy- 
des and disappeared through the busy highway, 
police said. 

"The heist took all of 10 minutes, according to 
Lipana. 


Some people think the view 
is good enough to build on. 


Gulod on Quirino 
Highway at about 10 
am, followed by a 
man, 

As the two pretend- 
ed to be clients, the 
man suddenly 
grabbed the shotgun 
of the lone security 
guard, according to 
PO2 Joel Gagaza of 
the criminal investiga- 
tion division of the 
Quezon City Police 
District. 

The man then 
called in three of his 
companions — who 
herded the employ- 
ees—three tellers, a 
courier, and the 
guard—inside the 
comfort room and 
locked them in, 
Gagaza said. 


Vault closed 

With the woman 
serving as a lookout, 
the men tried to open 
the bank vault with no 
success. 

CID head Supt. Pro- 
copio Lipana said the 
first door of the vault 
had been open when 
the robbers entered 
the bank, but they 
could not open the 
second door, which 
was protected by a 
time-delay lock. 

They abandoned 
tlie effort after a few 
minutes, he added. 


BALDNESS? 
Not For Me! 


-William Balliert 
Busnessman 


^I had dry scalp ‘and my Fair 
was thinning. It seemed like 
1 was getting older at a faster 
rate. After going to Svenson, 
everybody says I look 10 years 
younger! You, too can look years 
younger when you regain a full 
head of hair. Look at me, I'm 
happy, I feel confident ond | am 

‘more active than ever. Go to We agree. 
Svenson and start looking So we buta community on iling hils. 
r ogain!" ih a wide concrete road network, a - 

mu E Spanish-inspired entrance and a unique 
welcome tower. 


A Championship golf course designed by 
Greg Norman offers the challenge of 
undulating fairways and winds that rush 
toward the valley. 


C) 
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You don't have to be bald forever. Svenson offers the 
Cosmetic Transdermal Reconstruction to give you back 
a full head of hair, This revolutionary hair replacement 
locks, moves and feels so natural, you won't ever have to 

worry about it. With the Svenson Hair Technology, you 
can live life to the fullest 


IEFORE 
as The Golf Clubhouse will soon 


open, overlooking the Lake, to 
give you a place to relax in, and 
take in the views. 


Eeperience the new heartbeat 
of Tagaytay 


GRAND OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2006 


Find out how Svenson can help 
you stop baldness. Call now for 
a FREE hair and scalp analysis 


Tellers’ money 

The robbers then 
took the cash from the 
tellers’ counters, Li- 
pana said. Police could 
not yet say how much 
was taken, pending an 
audit by the bank. 

But Lipana said he 


Svenson 


‘Your CHOICE NOT TO BE BALD 


cat 892-HAIR (4247) 


TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG 
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Cali (632) 635-0128 - 632-9563 
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Applying for your new car is now a text message away! 


Key in your full nameespace»your landline number<space>city or province 
example: “AUTO Manny Gomez 8456777 Makati City" 
send it to 0917-89100-00 and we will get started on your Auto Loan application. 


No time wasted. Walang hassle. Super-bilis ang application. 


For more information, call the Auto Loans Direct Marketing hotline at 8456777 during office hours or 89-100 (24/7). 
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lease contracts with 3 firms 


^ By Alcuin Papa 
THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMIS- 
sion 
IPPOGG) yesterday said it was 
; looking into possible contract vio- 
+ lations committed by three com- 
^ panies 
“leased the 5,00 
property in Ortigas Center, Pasig. 


; Abcede said they are reviewing the 
lease contracts signed by former 
2.POGG officials with three promi- 
Znent developers to find out if the 
‘developers are allowed to sub-lease 
-the property to other companies. 


“has given informal settlers in the 


"home provinces or move to the re- 


Bm. 


P 


"The new commission is re- 
viewing them (contracts) right 
now. If there are disadvantageous 
portions, we will have to correct 
it," he said. 

Abcede said he recalled that 
three real estate corporations de- 
veloped the Metrowalk property, 
located at the corner of Meralco 
and Ortigas Avenues. 

One of the three developers, 
Pasig Printing Corp. (PPC), has 
reportedly in its board, nominees 
of Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” 
Singson. PPC began to lease the 
area from Mid-Pasig Land in May 
2003 and developed the 


Metrowalk area by constructing 
bars and shops. 

‘The other two lessees are West 
Point Industrial Sales Co. and its 
sister company, CW Marketing 
and Development Co. 

“As far as I remember at that 
time, I understand the major less- 
er were told to get the consent of 
the PCGG before sub-leasing. 
What happened was that they 
were simply tolerated and per- 
haps they went on without even 
getting the consent of the PCGG,” 
headded. 

The Metrowalk property has 
been in the news lately after the. 


on Good Government 


to whom the agency 
sqm Metrowalk 


PCGG Commissioner Ricardo 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE METROPOLITAN MANILA 
Development Authority (MMDA) 
yesterday asked the publicto help 
them goafter private motorcycles 
being used as public transport, al- 
so known as habal-habal. 

"Anybody who has bright ideas 
on ways to spot habal-habal oper- 
ators on the road ... those who 
want to have their suggestions 
heard, they can tell us so we could 
go after those behind these illegal 
operations,” MMDA Traffic Oper- 
ations Center Executive Director 
Angelito Vergel de Dios told the 
INQUIRER. 


been 


CELEBRATION TIME 
Students of Bagong Silangan High School in Quezon City whoop 
itupafter the rehearsal for their graduation rites, oxwsonooc 


He said those who have sugges- 


tions may relay them to the agen- 
cy by calling 136, the MMDA hot- 
line. 

The habal-habal first became 
popular in rural areas in the 
Visayas and Mindanao. Late last 
year, the MMDA received reports 
about private motorcycle owners 
offering rides to commuters at 
P20 per head. 

One known route of habal-ha- 
bal operators is from the Edsa-Ay- 
ala Avenue intersection in Makati 
to Fort Bonifacio in Taguig. 

MMDA traffic enforcers, how. 
ever, have admitted that they are 


Informal settlers warned 


By Jocelyn R. Uy creeks, railroad tracks and under- 
neath bridges, will be demol- 
ished next month. 

‘The demolition was ordered by 
the Metropolitan Manila Devel- 
opment Authority under the De- 
velopment Housing Actof 1992. 

Bernabe, however, promised 
to help the 500 families who 
would be affected by the demoli- 
tion, 


"THE PARANAQUE GOVERNMENT 
city two options: Go back to their 
Jocation site in Laguna, 

Mayor Florencio Bernabe has 
announced that the houses of 


people living near the so-called 
"danger zones” like riverbanks, 


the biggest motoring 
event of the year! 
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PCGG reviewing Metrowalk 


killing of businessman Leonardo 
Umale, who won a court case in- 
volving a property whose owner- 
ship he had been contesting with 
Singson. 

Umale was shot last Thursday 
in front of the Pearl Plaza Build- 
ing in Pasig City. His wife, Claris- 
sa, has accused Singson of being 
behind her husband's death, an 
allegation the governor denied. 

Umale and Singson also had a 
run-in in 2004 over the collection 
of parking fees along Pearl Drive. 

Mayor Vicente Eusebio of Pasig 
City later stepped in and declared 
Pearl Drive a “free parking” zone. 


MMDA, public to go 
after ‘habal-habal’ 


helplessin going after habal-habal 
operators because of the difficulty 
in distinguishing between private 
motorcycles and those for hire. 
"They even have spare helmets 
for their riders, as if they were le- 
gal. I think nobody would testify 
against the operators because 
they also benefit from the habal- 
habal. They could avoid traffic if 
they ride on those motorcycles," 
Vergel de Dios said. 
He added that the agency has 
limited to 
surveillance on reported termi- 
nals for these illegal public trans- 


port. 

“The only way I could think of 
is to try to shake up their opera- 
tions by deploying traffic en- 
forcers in known terminals. That 
‘would maybe force them to trans- 
fer (to another area to avoid) our 
enforcers,” Vergel de Dios said. 

The MMDA also expressed 
hope that this tactic would lead to 
fewer people taking the habal-ha- 
bal because if the operators keep. 
on transferring to other teminals, 
their passengers would not know 
‘where to find them. 

"It will reach a point that it will 
no longer be profitable, because 
they would be forced to transfer 
and transfer,” said Vergel de Dios, 
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vestigation and 


cently. 


‘Tomas Toh. 


money from them. 


conducting 


toms legal service. 


piers. 


Smugglers. 
Don't 


and customs zone. 


The new ‘masters’ 
at the piers 


SMUGGLERS NOW BOW TO 
the new “masters” at the piers 
and the customs zone- 
bers of the police Criminal In- 


Group (CIDG) assigned to ap- 
prehend smuggled cargo. 

Importers with "suspected" 
cargo allegedly shell out P10,000 
for each container being taken 
out of the piers or customs zone, 
according to my sources. 

"The CIDG has become a force 
to reckon with at the customs 
zone and the piers after the spe- 
cial unit arrested Sammy Lee, 
said to be the No. 1 smuggler, re- 


The CIDG (formerly Criminal 
Investigation Service) is the po- 
lice counterpart of the National 
Bureau of Investigation (NBD. 

‘Apparently, Malacafiang as- 
signed the CIDG to go after al- 
leged big-time smugglers, espe- 
cially the siblings Vicky and 


But I heard the special unit is 
not keen in going after alleged 
smugglers—the Tohs indud- 
ed—but in collecting protection. 


A CIDG officer even exonerat- 
ed the Tohs when he told a re- 
porter that there was no evi- 
dence against them. If he would 
only conduct an honest-o-good- 
mess investigation, he would 
have gathered enough evidence. 
to send the Toh siblings to prison. 
for economic sabotage. 

But can you blame the CIDG 
for stalling in going after the 
"Tohs? Somebody big loves them. 


A direct beneficiary of the 
renewed antismuggling cam- 
paign is an official at the cus- 


My customs sources say he 
also charges P10,000 for every 
container that comes out ofthe. 


This guy is a member of an 
adhoc customs unit called 
RATS or Run Against The 


ju think the unit is 
appropriately named? 


Many brokers rejoice at the 
new tum of events at the piers 


mem- 


Detection xa 


Ramon € , 
Tulfo po 


Slowly their old customers 
have been coming back to them 
after Sammy Lees arrest. Lee 
comered the market since he ei- 
ther paid minimal duties on the 
imported goods he handled or 
didn't pay anything at all. 

Nobody at customs had the 
guts to demand that Lee pay the 
right amount of taxes and duties 
since he was under the protec- 
tion ofthe Tohs. 

But the biggest beneficiary of 
the antismuggling campaign is 
the bureau itself. 

Since the exposé in this col 
umn about the smuggling at the 
piers, the Tohs have disappeared 
from the scene. 

Result: A jump in revenue col- 
lection by the Bureau of Cus- 
toms 

While smugglers are on the 
run or are lying low at the 
Manila ports, those in Cebu are 
still having their heyday. 
Smuggling continues at the Ce- 
bu port, according to customs 
officials in Manila. 

Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales has ordered 
Cebu port collector Lourdes 
Mangawang replaced by col- 
lector Grace Caringal from 
Manila. 

Mangawang's relief was due 
to low collection. 

But Morales’ superiors at 
the Department of Finance 
have sat on his order that had 
the blessing of Malacafiang. 

Iwas shown a copy of an or-* 
der coming from Malacañang 
for Mangawang to be replaced 
by Caringal. The order was 
signed by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

Whats so special about 
Mangawang that even a presi- 
dential order had to be violat- 
ed? 

Pssst! Somebody at the DOF 
is enamored of the pretty 
diminutive collector. 


Body found near drug dens 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


POLICE YESTERDAY FOUND THE BODY OF A 
man who had been stabbed more than 10 
times in the chest, just meters away from a 
compound where antidrug operatives raided a 
compound of shabu dens last month, 

‘The body of the man was covered with a 
cardboard which bore the message: “Ganito 
‘Ang Sasapitin Lahat Ng Pusher Dito Sa 
Pasig-Vigilante” (This is what will happen to 
all pushers in Pasig). 

The body was discovered at about 6:20 
a.m. on a vacant lot on R Soriano Street in 
Barangay Sto. Tomas, where the national po- 
lice raided more than 40 shanties being used 
as drug dens last month. 

SPO2 Roberto Garcia told the Inouinen that 
the man, between 26-27 years old, was wear- 
ing a pair of black pants and shirt, 

Neighbors knew him as "Idol" but they had 
no idea what his full name was. 

“The man could have been killed elsewhere 


‘Starstruck’ 
finalist mauled 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


A "STARSTRUCK" FINALIST WAS MAULED 
bya gang after attending a relative's wake be- 
fore dawn yesterday in Pasay City. 

‘Alvin Aragon, 16, was walking along 
Muñoz Street in Dominga at around 2 a.m. 
when 10 men, led by a certain Jordan Gar- 
cia, allegedly blocked his path and beat 
him up, police said. 

The suspects escaped after Aragon faint- 
ed. The victim, who sustained bruises on 
his face and body, was brought to the Pasay 
City General Hospital for a medico-legal 
examination. 

Policemen from the Buendia Avenue 
substation scoured the neighborhood for 
Garcia after Aragon sought their assis- 
tance. But they were not able to locate the 
suspect. 

According to Police Community Precinct 
2 desk officer SPO4 Susan Mercado, they 
advised Aragon to report the incident to 
the Women's and Children's Desk at the 
Pasay police headquarters, 

‘Aragon was a finalist of GMA 7's reality- 
based talent search, “Starstruck,” in 2003 
and is now one of the hosts of the Sunday 
noontime show "SOR" 


and was just dumped here,” Garcia said, quot- 
ing witnesses who said they saw a white car 
pass by the area before they discovered the 
victim, whom the police said could have been 
dead for six hours. 

Neighbors said the victim used to sell fried 
bananas in a nearby public market. There 
were also unconfirmed reports that he was 
forced inside a white car two days ago. 


Suspected shabu runner 

Garcia said they were also confirming re- 
ports that the victim used to be a “runner of 
shabu’ in the area. 

But he could not confirm if he killing was 
really perpetrated by a vigilante group prey- 
ing on suspected drug pushers. 

“This is the first time (we came across a 
claim like this)," Garcia said. 

“We will still look at other possible mo- 
tives," he added, saying it was also possible 
the killers could have just written the message 
toconfuse investigators. 


METROBRIEFS 


Rob suspect arrested 

POLICE arrested one of 
three suspects who 
robbed a factory worker 
‘whe she was walking 
along MacArthur High- 
way in Potrero, Malabon 
at dawn yesterday. Luisa 
Aquino told PO2 Ben- 
jamin Magi that she 
was on her way home 
when three men took her bag at gunpoint. Aquino 
Said she followed the suspects unt they entered 
a house and then called the police. When the po- 
tee arrived, they barged into the house on 
Pineapple Street in Malabon and arrested Angell- 
to Zulueta. The two other suspects, howevar,es- 
caped 


Maney C. Carvajal 


Ist Manila Red Cross 


marathon on March 26 

IN LINE with the Red Cross Manila chapter's 
59th anniversary celebration, a marathon will 
be held on Sunday, March 26, at the Rajah 
Sulayman on Roxas Boulevard, Manila 

Those interested can participate in the 3, § 
and 10-kllometer run after paying the regis- 
tration fee. The money raised through tho 
marathon will bo used In funding the chap- 
ter's various humanitarian services. For more 
Information, please call Mar] or Alcol at 
5273595 or 5272161. 
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Saan Pupulutin Ang Pilipinas 
Kung Wala Nang Industriya? 


Regulate the Exodus of Skills and Talents! 
Keep the Best and the Brightest at Home! 


Q.... employment, the nation's economic lifeline, is turning into its gravedigger. 

While the remittances of over 5 million Filipino migrant workers and over 3 million Filipino immigrants directly support 
the needs of one-fourth of the population, the unchecked and unregulated outflow of skills and talents is threatening to decimate 
the few but vital industries that we still have. Ironically, the main justification for the ‘temporary policy” of manpower export 
dating back to the Marcos regime is that this is a ‘stop-gap’ transition measure ’needed’ while waiting for the IMF-WB agro- 
industrial policies to bear fruit. Sa halip, nagbagsakan isa-isa ang negosyo, saka at trabaho nitong nakaraang tatlong dekada, 
at ang manpower export ay naging ‘permanently temporary zi 

Today, almost everyone is leaving the country — from entertainers and domestic helps, to those with engineering and managerial 
talents. This is the easy way for the government to generate its target of one million jobs, as unemployment and poverty continue 
to swell given the continuous erosion of the country's agro-industrial base. 

And now, a great national tragedy is shaping up as even the basic industries that we still have are collapsing with the 
massive foreign poaching of the skilled and professional personnel who keep these industries humming. Even the delivery of 
basic social services such as health and education is being threatened. 

Can our hospitals treat patients without doctors and nurses or can learning take place without teachers? Can our planes fly 
without pilots, aircraft mechanics and air comptrollers? Can wireless text messaging and communication happen without radio 
frequency engineers? Can electricity reach our homes without the linemen? Can ships sail without any guidance from the first 
mates? Can our steel, petrochemical and other remaining factories operate without any plant engineers? 

The depletion of mission-critical skills has never been so severe as it is. In the health sector alone, over 100 hospitals have 
closed down and the ratio of nurses-to-patients in many hospitals is at an alarming and unsustainable 1:60. 

But the most serious situation is in the aviation industry. From ATO’s list of 3,548 commercial pilots, only 700 have 
remained with the local aviation industry. The number of aviation mechanics still in the country is down to 1,500, from a 
previous high of 14,684. ATO's own personnel complement of 2000 has been reduced by foreign poaching to only 700. Weekly, 
poachers from Singapore, China, India, Middle East, North America and other countries, without clearance from the POEA, are 
enticing our pilots and aircraft mechanics with all kinds of incentives, some imaginary, in order to abandon the local aviation 
industry — without resigiidtion notices, without waiting for replacements, and without giving the industry time to recover its 
investments on training and experiential learning (amounting to at least P1 million a year per pilot and close to half a million a 
year for an aviation mechanic). 

Can an archipelagic Philippines afford to lose its aviation industry? Should the country wait — passively and helplessly — 
for the total collapse of the health sector, education sector, telecommunications sector, domestic shipping industry, petrochemical 
industry, steel industry, power industry, accountancy and other critical industries? 

We, in the Fair Trade Alliance (FTA) say NO. : 

While we welcome POEA's recent move to require six-month’s notice for mission-critical personnel and professionals, this * 
isnot enough. The crisis is not a normal, transient phenomenon. There are grave social, economic and national security implications * 
which demand bolder policy responses. We demand the following:* $ 

Stricter regulation of the outflow of critical skills and talents in crucial and strategic industries. Sections 5 and 31 of the | 
Migrant Workers Act of 1995 empower the State to suspend or ban the deployment of migrant workers “in pursuit of national : 
interest or when public welfare so requires’ and ‘to secure’ the services of ‘professionals and other highly-skilled Filipinos’ the : 
government should: 

Develop and disseminate to recruitment agencies, overseas diplomatic posts the BID, in consultation with affected : 
industries, a list of endangered mission-critical personnel and professionals; t 
Suspend the processing of passport and travel documents of mission-critical personnel and professionals in such , 
endangered industries; 

De-list and suspend the licenses of recruitment agencies which persist in poaching, recruiting and deploying mission- : 
critical personnel and professionals despite the POEA advisory listing; and 

Relatedly, the government should pass a National Service Act requiring the mission-critical personnel and professionals 
to render a minimum number of years as national service in the home country calculated on the basis of the investment on } 
the education and training made by the school system and industry as determined by an appropriate authority created for ` 
this purpose. E 

On the other hand, the government should immediately upgrade the salaries of. ‘mission-critical personnel in the public + 
service such as nurses in government hospitals, teachers in public schools and air con trollers; at the same time, it should call : 
for industry-government consultation on how industry can provide globally-competitive compensation and working conditions : 
to keep the best and the brightest at home. i 

Finally, government, industry, labor and other concerned sectors should come together to develop an integrated human 
resource development program simultaneous to or accompanying the development of a reinvigorated and integrated agro- 
industrial development program for the country. The permanently ‘temporary’ policy of labor migration should be reviewed, 
and so is the failure of the existing agro-industrial policies as formulated by the IMF-WB group and as implemented by a 
succession of economic technocrats, from the Marcos regime to the present Administration. B 

* From the resolutions of participants (industry, labor, academe and civil society) in the Forum-Dialogue on the, 
“Exodus of Mission-Critical Personnel and Professionals’: Saan Tayo Tutungo’ organized by the Fair Trade Alliance and ` 
the UP School of Labor and Industrial Relations, held at Diliman, Quezon City, March 4, 2006. 


3/F PRRM HEADQUARTERS, #56 Mo. Ignacia cor. Dr. Lascano, Quezon City 
Telefax: (+632) 372.39.24 Telephone Nos.:(+632) 372.49.91 to 92 loc. 30 
fia@fairtradealliance.org, ftaG)greendot.com.ph 
www. fairtradealliance.org i 


French PM blinks, may 
amend youth jobs law 


PARIS—FRENCH PRIME MINISTER DOMINIQUE DE 
Villepin tempered his refusal to bow to protests against a 
controversial youth employment contract by saying on 
Tuesday there was flexibility in a key element ofthe plan. 


In the latest protests against the First 
Jib Contract (CPE) law around 40,000 
Students marched through Paris or held 
other forms of action around the coun- 
try and there were fresh clashes with se- 
éurity forces, police said. 

“Villepin’s government is under mas- 
sive pressure to withdraw a law thatal- 
lows employers to fire people under 26 
without giving a reason at any time 
duringa two-year trial period and while 
he stood by the law he said there could 
be flexibility 

“There are three things to do with 
this law which are impossible—frst is 
(ts) withdrawal, because that would be 
like saying that we are giving in to the 
logic of ultimatums and preconditions,” 
Villepin said in the text of a speech to 
ruling party deputies. 

But he added: “Social partners have 
the complete freedom to reduce this 
(trial) period in those sectors where it 


Bush admits Iraq war eroding 


WASHINGTON—PRESIDENT 
George W. Bush said Tuesday that the 
war in Iraq was eroding his political 
capital, his starkest admission yet 
about the costs of the conflict to his 
presidency, and suggested that Amer- 
ican forces would remain in the coun- 
try until atleast 2009. 

‘Ina quick remark ata White House 
news conference about the reserves 
of political strength he earned in his 
2004 reelection victory—"Td say I'm 
spending that capital on the war" 
Bush in effect acknowledged that un- 
til he could convince increasingly 
skeptical Americans that the United 
States was winning the war, Iraq 
would overshadow everything he 
does. 

Later, in response to a question 


would be most relevant” The prime 
minister, battered in the polls and facing 
a stem test of his ambition to contest 
2007 presidential elections, has repeat- 
edly called for unions and employers to 
‘work with him on how best to imple- 
ment—not abandon—the measure. 

The government says the CPE will 
create jobs. Opponents, who brought up 
0 1.5 million people onto the streets in 
marches across France at the weekend, 
say it will create a generation of dispos- 
able young workers with no security. 

France's large public sector is expect- 
ed to join a one-day work stoppage next 
Tuesday called by unions and student 
groups. 

“This law will take us back a whole 
century in terms of social rights,” said 
Fabien Duquosne, 19, a student who 
joined university students and high 
school pupils in the Paris march. 

Some students wore red masks as a 


about whether a day would come 
when there would be no more Ameri- 
can forces in Iraq, he said that "future. 
presidents and future governments of 
Iraq” would make that decision. 

"That statement was one of the few he 
‘has made that provides insight into his 
thinking about the duration of the 
‘American commitment in Iraq, and sig- 
naled that any withdrawal of troops 
would extend beyond his term in offi 

Bush asserted that Iraq was not in a 
civil war, and took issue with Ayad 
Allawi, a former Iraqi prime minister 
and White House ally, who said Sun- 
day that it was. The president also 
said repeatedly that he was con- 
vinced that the United States would 
succeed in Iraq and that he would 
continue to deliver that message 


sign of solidarity. One marched with a 
hangman's scaffold whose noose was 
formed out of the letters CPE. Another 
student’ Tshirt read: “Existence Resis- 
tance.” 

The march was peaceful but police 
said they arrested 37 people and three 
officers were lightly wounded during 
‘dashes that followed. Some 5,000 peo- 
ple marched in Paris, they said. 

‘One student body put the figure at up 
015,000. 

One union member was in a coma in 
a Paris hospital on Tuesday from injuries. 
received during violence that followed 
Saturday's demonstration. His union 
demanded an investigation. 

‘The Paris public prosecutors’ office 
told journalists there was no indication. 
so far of police error 

Some lawmakers from the ruling 
conservative Union for a Popular Move- 
ment (UMP) say they fear the crisis 
could cost the Right presidential and 
parliamentary elections in 2007. 

Gently prodded by his mentor Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac Villepin has redou- 
bled efforts to talk to students, employ- 
ersandtheunemployed. Reuters 


his presidency 


across the country. 

"Tm going to say it again, if! didn't 
believe we could succeed, | wouldn't 
be there,” he said at the nearly hour- 
Jong session in the White House press 
briefing room. "I wouldn't put those 
kids there." 

Bush's mood at the news confer- 
ence alternated between relaxed and 
testy, although he appeared to be try- 
ing hard not to show his irritation at 
some reporters. In one exchange, He- 
len Thomas, the longtime White 
House correspondent and Hearst 
newspaper columnist, asked Bush 
why he really wanted to go to war 
with Iraq. He curtly replied that "to 
assume I wanted war is just flat 
wrong, Helen, in all due respect.” 

New York Times News Service 


Finally, a housing loan that lets you 
plan your budget up to 


confidence. 
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490056063660000086000009008^ 
LEAN AH HH rU erri dar Harte 


15 


This special product offering is for a limited period only, 
from March 1, 2006 to May 31, 2006. 


years ahead. 


With FIXED MONTHLY AMORTIZATION PAYMENTS 
FOR THE ENTIRE TERM, you won't have any unpleasant 
surprises and can plan your spending with ease and 


Hurry, apply for your F.Y.l. loan now! 


A Y ucpB 
& dE Home Loan 


ADVANTAGE 


THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2006 


Editor Luverne B. Geco 


BANANA SPLIT 


Banana trees destroyed by Cyclone Larry lie on the ground near Babinda, about 80 km 


south of Cairns in Northern Queensland, on March 22, 


eure 


Russia wants UN briefing 
on Milosevic death in jail 


UNITED NATIONS—RUSSIA WANTS A UN 
briefing on conditions in UN jails following 
the recent deaths of former Yugoslav Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic and Croatian Serb 
Milan Babic, its envoy said on Tuesday. 

Russian diplomat Konstantin Dolgov also asked 
a closed-door UN Security Council meeting for in- 
formation from UN officials on the state of an in- 
vestigation into the death of Milosevic and Babic 
by a UN war crimes tribunal in The Hague, 
Netherlands. "We want a briefing on the internal 
investigation going on hopefully in The Hague in 
connection with the latest incidents which hap- 
pened there and the condition in which the in- 
mates are kept,” Dolgov told Reuters. 

"The news we have received from The 
Hague has been disturbing. So we just want to 
receive information which the UN secretariat 


UN fails to reach accord 


on Iran nuke crisis 


UNITED NATIONS—THE UN SECURITY 
Council failed to reach an accord on Tuesday on 
how to respond to Iran's nuclear programs even 
as President George W. Bush warned Tehran 
could blackmail the world if ít had the bomb. 

Russia, backed by China, wants to delete large 
sections of a Franco-British draft statement the 
Security Council has been studying for nearly two 
‘weeks asa first reaction to Iran's nuclear research, 
which the West believes is a cover for bomb mak- 
ing, 

Russia is concerned about how deeply the 15- 
‘member Council, which has the power to impose 
sanctions, should get involved in the Iranian cri- 
sis. Unt now it has been handled by the 35- 
member board of the International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency, the UN nuclear watchdog in Vienna, 
and negotiators Germany Britain and France. 

Bush, who has offered to talk to Iran on what 
he sees as Tehran's meddling in Iraq, made dear 
that does not include the nuclear issue. Those 
talks would be led by the three European Union 
powers. 

“Our negotiations with Iran on the nuclear 
‘weapons will be led by the EU-3,” Bush said. "And 
thats important because the Iranians must hear 
theres a unified voice." "If the Iranians were to 
have a nuclear weapon they could blackmail the 
world" because "they're not heading toward the 
international accords, they're not welcoming the 
intemational inspections...” Bush added. Reuters 


N. Korea threatens 


preemptive strike 


SEOUL—NORTH KOREA SAID IT WAS PRE- 
pared to launch a preemptive military strike 
and it would not bow to US pressure to give 
up its nuclear weapons, its official media said 
in separate reports on Tuesday. 

The North Korean comments, which the 
United States called inflammatory, come as six- 
party nuclear talks on ending Pyongyang's pur- 
suit of nuclear weapons hit a snag over a US 
crackdown on firms suspected of aiding the 
North in illicit activities such as counterfeiting 
and drug trafficking. 

In recent days, North Korea has also ex- 
pressed anger at annual joint US-South Korean 
military drills. Pyongyang sees them as a pre- 
lude to an invasion and nuclear attack. It threat- 
ened that its Korean People's Army has the right 
to strike first, if needed. 

"The KPA, too, has (the) option for pre-emp- 
tive attack in most effective and positive de- 
fense of itself" the North's official KCNA news 
agency reported on Tuesday. 

North Korea made a similar threat last 
week. Reuters 


could possibly give us," he said. 

Dolgov was supported by China and Qatar, 
but Britain and France said they would need 
instructions from their governments, diplo- 
mats at the meeting said. 

The 15-member council meets on the issue 
again on Thursday and the envoys said it was 
likely che council would request such a brief- 
ing from the UN secretariat in New York. 

Milosevic's family has accused the UN war 
crimes tribunal of murdering the former Serb 
strongman by refusing his request to travel to 
Russia for medical treatment. 

A Russian doctor who later examined the 
autopsy agreed with the conclusion of Dutch 
physicians that he had died of a heart attack 
butalso said treatment in Moscow could have 
saved him. Reuters 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Iraq rebels kill 18 in assault 
MUODADIYA, Iraq—Hundreds of rebels 
stormed an Iraqi police station Tuesday in a pre- 
dawn raid to free inmates, triggering the deadli- 
est firefight this year, which left 18 police and 10 
insurgents dead. The Consultative Council of 
Mujahedeen, an umbrella insurgent grouping 
led by the al-Qaida terror group. claimed re- 
sponsibility. Army and police commandos were 
rushed to the town of Muqdadiya northeast of 
Baghdad to hunt down the large rebel force and 
recapture the 32 prisoners they freed. Officials 
said at least 18 policemen and guards were 
killed, along with 10 rebels, in the raid on a com- 
pound housing the town's main police station, 
Sourthouse and municipal offices. ‘AFP 


Emergency in Ecuador 

QUITO. Ecuador Ecuador declared a state of 
emergency in five central provinces on Tuesday 
to try to control renewed protests by thousands 
of Indians demanding the government quit US 
free-trade talks ths week. Interior Minister Felipe 
Vega announced the measure after Indian peas- 
ants intensified blockades on key roads in at least 
eight highland regions in protests that have cost 
Ecuador millions in lost commerce since they be- 
gan ast week. The state ot emergency forbids 
public gatherings and marches and sets curfews. 
Troops earlier this week reinforce security along 
major highways leading into the capital. Reuters 


More protests in Belarus 
MINSK— Demonstrators protesting the reelec- 
tion of hardline Belarussian President Alexander 
Lukashenko vowed Wednesday to stay put in the 
city centre unti a major ally planned forthe 
‘weekend, in what has become the biggest chal- 
lenge to the authoritarian Moscow-backed 
regime. Opposition leader Alexander Milinkevich 
called for a massive pro-democracy rally Satur- 
day, celebrated by regime opponents as Free- 
dor Day in Belarus, "We will mest every day un- 
til the 25th. This is a very important meeting. Tell 
your family and friends to come,” Milinkevich 
Told a crowd of around 3,000 protestors rallying 
In Oktyabrskaya Square for a third day on Tues- 
day. AFP 


US dog handier found guilty 
WASHINGTON—A court martia on Tuesday 
found a US soldier guilty of assaulting and mal- 
treating detainees with his guard dog at the noto- 
rious Abu Ghralb prison in Baghdad. Sergeant 
Michael Smith was also found guilty of derelic- 
tion of duty and conspiracy to mistreat prisoners 
and could now face a [all term of up to eight years 
and nine months as vell as a dishonorable dis- 
charge. Smith, 4 was accused of using his Bel- 
‘lan shepherd dog to threaten prisoners in Jan- 
ary 2004 al the Baghdad jall. Prosecutors sald 
he set the dog on prisoners for his own amuse- 
ment. APP 
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Red Bull rips Sta. Lucia 


Bulls splurge at finish as Realtors sputter * 


By June Navarro pour it all for six to seven minutes and 
sustain their energy on the floor" 

Struggling from the field, the Real- 
tors went 0 of 14 in the last five min- | 
utes and 37 seconds in the face of the | 
smothering full-court pressure by the 
Bulls. 

Guiao noted that the absence of Sta. 
Lucia gunner Kenneth Duremdes and the breakout 
game of rookie Paolo Bugia helped their cause. 

Duremdes figured in a freak accident against. 
 Air21, spraining his right ankle after hitting the 
rolling advertisement machine. 

“We're lucky, Kenneth wasnt able to play If 
Kenneth had played, he could have given Sta. Lu- 
cia another dimension with his style of play" said 

ian. 


"The Kings were held to just 59 points 
in their lost game and couldn't seem 
to get any offense going to drop to 2:2 
in a tie with the Giants, the San 
1 Miguel Beermen and the Alaska Aces. 
The sores: 
First Game 
RED BULL 104—Bugla 15, Vilanuna 15, 
Pennisi 15, Robinson 12, Baguio 10, Cruz 9, Tugade 8, Valen- 
1083 7, Foracier 8, Alvarez 5, Njord 2. 

STA. LUCA 99—Tolomia 24, Omolon 18, Espo J7; 
Cabagnot 14, Agno 11, Demape 3, Calimag 2, Gonzales, 
Call, Agapito 0. Mendoza 0. 3 

‘Quarters: 28-31, 51-46, 72-77, 104-90. 

Second Game 

PUREFOODS 73— Tajada 16, Artadi 14, Yap 14, Pingis 12 
Raymundo 11. Limpot 2, Yap 2, Castillo 2, Gamboa 0, Yee 0. 

Bugia banged in a career-high 15 points,allin GINEBRA 56—Hotrtrand 13, Caguioa 9, Soto 7, Suns. 
the first two quarters. 6, Macapagal 5, Holper 4, Ferreria 4, Merk 4, Dimaunahan 2, 

Inthe second game, Purefoods held Ginebra to a 
a second straight season-low for a 73-56 victory. 


, GAMES TOMORROW 
(Cuneta Astrodome) 
4:40 p.m.—Aasia. 
vsTalk'N Text 
735 p.m.—Ginebra. 
AR 


RED BULL HELD STA. LUCIA 
Realty without a field goal in 
the last five minutes to es- 
cape with a 104-90 victory 
last night in the Gran 
Matador Brandy-PBA 
. Philippine Cup at the 

X Araneta Coliseum. 
E Mick Pennisi nailed a three- 
ES pointer after sinking two free 
HF irows to doom the Realtors and 
seal the Bulle second straight win after 

an initial loss. 

“There's nothing new in our style. We just kept 
Lucia's Alex Cabagnot makelike on pressing and rotating the players,” said Red 
AuasroRAcuz Bull coach Yeng Guiao. “I only asked the guys to 


RED BULL'S Leo Najorda and Sta. 
a dancing pair as they soar for a rebound. 


Torion returns home to rebuild a broken dream 


By Calvin Cordova. 
Cebu Daily News 


CEBU CITY-NINE YEARS AGO, A 
spunky, gritty playmaker seeing action for 
Western Union caught the fancy of a Red 
Bull squad campaigning in the inaugural 
PBL Vis-Min Cup. 

Red Bull coaching staff drooled over the 
5-foot-8 point guard so much that it wasted 
no time signing him up, plucking him out of 
the Cebu playgrounds and throwing him in- 


Jimwell Torion then went on and took the 
‘country by storm. 

Nearly a decade since leaving home for the 
glitter of bigtime hoops, Torion is back here 
after Red Bull decided not to renew his con- 
tract at the start of the PBA Philippine Cup. 

"Though scarred by the blows his reputa- 
tion has taken, the Argao native is ready to 
rebuild his career here, where it all started. 

“I started my basketball career here in Ce- 
bu and now I'm back,” Torion told the Cebu 
Daily News in his native dialect. "I ope Ican 
still give entertainment to the Cebuanos.” 


Signed by the then amateur Red Bull 

squad in 1997, the quicksilver cagers first 

stint with the team was during the Jones 

Cup in Taiwan that year While walking 

narket with journalists, To- 

ig pair of Nike shoes which 

lately purchased. The following 

night, he had the game of his life, towing 
Red Bull pasta Korean squad. 

"The Salazar Institute of Technology prod- 
uct then went on to star for the Photokina 
franchise in the PBL, before he was elevated 
directly to the pro ranks along with other 


crack Red Bull teammates. 

Once in the PBA, Torion showed what he 
was truly made of including his dark side. 

With his fancy moves and devil-may-care 
attitude, Torion established himself as a pre~ 
mier point guard, highlighting his new 
by winning the 2002 Commissioners Cup 
Finals MVP 

But when the league cracked the anti- 
drag whip late in 2003, it was his back that 
drew the most lashes, earning a suspension 
few thought he could come back from. 

TORION/ A24 


to the glare of national basketball limelight. TORION: Itall began in Cebu. 


(Before running this ad, the editor had to check if there were any typographical errors.) 
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Sena 


1 GUESS, BARRING AN UNFORESEEN 
event, the elections are on tomorrow. 

No, it’s not a presidential snap elec- 
tion Tm talking about here, although 
thatd be most certainly welcome if it 
happens at all. GMA badly needs a 
break, don't you think so, fellas? 

But the election I'm referring to is 
something that is nonetheless of equal 
import, too, since the future of a major 
player in Philippine sports is being 
thrust into the microscope with tomor- 
row’ exercise of suffrage. 

‘There's too much at stake here, one 
of which is the very foundation of the 
|. one holding the election. 
| And unless a coup or something that 

| paralyzes society happens tomorrow, 1 
see no reason why the National Golf As- 
sociation of the Philippines (NGAP) 
should not push through with its 
planned election of a new set of offi 
cers. 

Allis in place for the polls to be held 


Pitch for ‘Primo’ 


SPECTATOR 


ALS. Mendoza 


at the Villamor clubhouse. 

The NGAP has been in the spotlight a 
lot of times already the past several 
years, most notable of which is its inces- 
Sant frenetic campaign to restore order 
among its ranks. Itis no secret thata lot 
of factions have been trying to under- 
mine the association's leadership for 
one reason or another. But thankfully, 
they've all failed mainly because each 
‘oppositionist has an agenda of his own. 
When plans are accompanied by hid- 
den motives, they are bound to fail 

Itis easy to criticize, especially if one 
is driven by envy and, sadly, the NGAP 


has had its share of criticisms from vir- 
tually all flanks. But mostly, the NGAP 
critics fell one after the other by the 
wayside because they merely hurled 
mud and their accusations were virtual- 
Jy all unfounded. In the end, the NGAP 
‘weathered them all because the leader- 
ship—from Ed Ermita to Rod Feliciano 
all the way to Benny Gope2—had stood 
on solid grounds of dignity, transparen- 
cy and integrity. Ermita scored the spec- 
tacular victory of having the World 
Team Championships staged here in 
1996, Feliciano nurtured a Philippine 
Team that placed second in the World 
Team Championships in 2002, and 
Gopez secured a rare gold—gold finish 
in men's individual and men’s team in 
the recent 2005 SEA Games, among 
other achievements too many to men- 
tion here under his one-term stint. 

The elections today will see all 13 
candidates win since the NGAP board 
consists of 13 officers. Not seeking re- 


election are incumbent president, Ben- 
ny Gopez, and secretary-general, Louie 
Fernandez. 

It is much ballyhooed that Trans- 
portation Secretary Lamy Mendoza 
(he's not a relative, although we call 
each other *Primo”) will be elected 
president when the board elects the 
NGAP officers after tomorrow's polls. 
My Primo will carry with him into the 
position tons of experience in adminis- 
tration, not to mention that his DOTC 
turfis the largest line departmentin the 
government machinery. 

To my Primo I give my consent. 1 
trust that he repose the same dignity 
and unsullied reputation that his prede- 
cessors had bequeathed unto the NGAP 
through the years. 

Of course, there was no need to say 
that. Knowing my Primo, the NGAP is, 
again, in good hands. 


Comments to menju@pldtdsLnet 
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Open 
DHL Am 
Mar. 28 


THE CHASE IS WIDE 
‘open for the men’s and 
‘women's crowns of the 
DHLWWWExpress 
National Amateur Golf 
Championships start- 
ing March 28 at Can- 
golfs North course. 

Defending men's 
champion Juvic Pa- 
‘gunsan has tumed pro 
"while last years wom- 
ens winner Jayvie 
Marie Agojo is skip- 
ping the event because. 
of pressing academic 
commitments at Pep- 
perdine where she is a 
golf scholar. 

Jay Bayron and for- 
Ther winner Jun Bemis 
and the other mem- 
bers of the Philippine 
pool who call this 
windswept course 
home are slightly fa- 
vored, over jungolf ace 
TTonlits Asistio, Marvin 
Dumandan and for- 
Ther Singapore Ama- 
teur champion 
Michael Bibat. 

Debbie De Villa 
shoots for a second 
straight title in wom- 
“en's play after winning 
the RP Ladies in upset 
“fashion in January at 
the Manila Golf Club. 
The 15-year-old, 
though, will battle a 
slew of veterans and 
jungolfers from Anya 
"anpinco and Lora 
Roberto to chubby Mia 
Piccio. 

Registration is still 
ongoing with the 
deadline set on Satur- 
;day at 12 noon. 
"Entry fees are 
pegged at P2,500 for 
men and P2,000 for 
ladies, inclusive of one 
practice round on 
Monday. 

For details, contact 
the organizing Nation- 
al Golf Association of 
the Philippines at 525- 
6987; 524-5160, fax: 
521-1587 or email at 
ngapgolf@hot- 
mailcom; or at Can 
golf with telefax: no. 
(049) 549-1363. 


Espinola 
tops squash 


tournament 
ONE OF THE RISING 
stars in local squash, 
Ricky Espinola, scored 
a big surprise by beat- 
ing many-time national 
champion Edgar Balle- 
ber in the finals ofthe 
Milo-SRAP tourna- 
ment's first leg recent- 
ly at the Makati Sports 
Club courts, Espinola 
triumphed 10-8, 3-9, 
9-0, 9-5 to rule the Di- 
vision 1 of the tourney 
organized by the 
Squash Rackets Asso- 
ciation of the Philip- 
pines and sponsored 
by Milo, Robert Garcia 
finished third by sub- 
duing Arnel Begornia, 
9-8, 3-9, 9-6, 0-1. Ed- 
mar Carillo ruled Divi- 
sion 2, crushing PJ 
Austria 9-1, 9-5, 9-6, in 
“the finals. Joey Mabi- 
langan came in third. 
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` Nets, Mavs bring down foes 


Hornets give Katrina-hit New Orleans reason to smile 


WASHINGTON—RICHARD 
Jefferson scored 21 of his 
27 points after halftime, and 
the New Jersey Nets broke 
open a tight game in the 
fourth quarter, beating the 
Washington Wizards 112-100 
on Tuesday night for their sixth 
consecutive victory. 

Jefferson shot 11-for-15 overall, including 4- 
for-4 in the final period when New Jersey 
outscored Washington 41-30. That's the most 
points the Wizards have allowed in a quarter this. 


Vince Carter scored 28 points—topping 20 for 
the 11th game in a row—while Jason Kidd had 
14 points, nine assists and seven rebounds in his 
matchup with Washington's All-Star point 
guard, Gilbert Arenas. Over their careers, Kidd 
usually gets the better of their individual 
‘matchups, but Arenas held his own Tuesday fin- 
ishing with 25 points and eight assists before 
fouling out. 

Caron Butler also scored 25 for the Wizards, 
and Antawn Jamison had 16 points and 13 re- 
bounds. 

In Dallas, Dirk Nowitzki scored 28 points and 
the Mavericks harassed Houston's Yao Ming into 
his worst game in a month and cruised to an 88- 
72 victory over the Rockets. 

Dallas won for the fourth time in five games to 
remain a half-game behind San Antonio for the 


Best record in the Westem Conference. 

Yao finished with 13 points and 13 rebounds 
for Houston. It was his fewest points in 15 
games, since scoring only six in 9 minutes 
against Phoenix on Feb. 16. 

Jerry Stackhouse had 16 points and five as- 
sists for the Mavericks, and Jason Terry scored 
12 

In New Orleans, Rasual Butler made seven 3- 
pointers and scored a career-high 32 points to 
Jead the Homets to their first victory in New Or- 
Jeans in more than a year, a 120-108 rout of the 
LA Clippers. 

The Hornets made 123 pointers in all, the last 
atthe final buzzer when Butler heaved the ball at 
the hoop in celebration and it went in. New Or- 
Jeans also snapped an eight-game losing streak. 

New Orleans fans, taking in only the third and 


final Hornets game in New Orleans this season 
because of Hurricane Katrina, were exuberant 
throughout in seeing their first pro sports victory 
in over a year. They offered a prolonged, stand- 
ing ovation as the game ended. 

Corey Maggette scored 25 for the Clippers, 

In Salt Lake City, Andrei Kirilenko had 22 
points, a career-high 18 rebounds and blocked 
four shotsin the second half as the Utah Jazz sur- 
prised the Phoenix Suns, 107-99. Deron 
Williams finished with 17 points and 11 assists 
for the Jazz, who rallied from a 15-point deficit 
toavoid a season sweep by the Suns. 

Steve Nash had 20 points and 10 assists to 
lead the Suns. AP 

COMPLETE NBA RESULTS: Gries 105, Pacers 75 Rap- 
tors 14, Knicks 109; Bobcats 108, Mag 102; Timberwolves 
100, Heat 98; Kings 105, Sonics 86 Spurs 107, Warlors 96 


it Warning: 
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TUASON 


Tuason 
quits as 
karting 
chief 


JP TUASON HAS RE- 
signed as president and 
board member of the 
Philippine Intemation- 
al Karting Association. 

After two and a half 
years of leading Pika, 
Tuason said he is leav- 
ing the association be- 
cause "the direction 
where the sport is go- 
ing and the principles 
that I have held dear 
are no longer aligned." 

Tuason also decried 
the power struggle re- 
garding the sports 
governing age and 
dass regulations 
which resulted in 
threats to his life and 
his family 

Tuason, who an- 
nounced his resigna- 
tion in a letter to Pika 
members recently, 
stressed that “the Pika 
board has been com- 
mitted to the growth, 
safety and fair play of 
the sport and tried to 
keep the opportunity 
‘open to all potential 
Filipino champions 
and to provide them 
with a worthy training. 
ground to be world 
class drivers.” 

He said recent cir- 
cumstances have ru- 
ined these goals. 

Tuason will remain 
in the sport, however, 
as coach of his 1 
Tonykart Philippine 
Racing team. 
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for basketball 


Peping slams door on BAP 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC COM- 
mittee president Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco appealed 
yesterday to basketball lead- 
ers to dismiss attempts by the 
Basketball Association of the 
Philippines to regain mem- 
bership in the local Olympic 
body to avoid returning to the 


“dolorous state” of the sport. 

Cojuangco said in a press statement that the 
country is in a "position to initiate a fresh start" 
and basketball officials must "discard any at- 
tempt by anyone to return the country to an erst- 
while deplorable state.” 

Cojuangco also asked cage leaders to “focus 
more on new ideas and reforms that would re- 
deem the country from the embarrassing output 
of poor leadership." 

"The BAP had announced on Monday that it 


Torion 
returns... 


From page A21 


When he did, his clothesline attack on Jimmy 
Alapag during the dying, insignificant seconds of 
a lost ballgame transformed him into one of the 
most reviled figures in pro basketball. 

“Torion insists he was merely misunderstood. 

"just want to play hard whenever I'm inside 
the court,” Torion explained. “I want to be ag- 
gressive every time that’s why some people think 
Tma dirty player" 

Suspended indefinitely for that act, Torion 
was never the same person when he returned. 
He lost his swagger. He lost his spot in the rota- 
tion. He lost his confidence. In one game during 
the recent Fiesta Conference, Red Bull coach 
Yeng Guiao recalled Torion to the bench and or- 
dered him to go home. 

‘Worse, when the conference was over, he was 
left unsigned by the Bulls. 

“Thad sleepless nights for two weeks because I 
did not expect that I will be waived," Torion said. 
"T was really hurt especially when 1 thought of 
my family” 

“But I respect their decision," he added. "They 
have been so good to me in my stint with the 
team especially coach Yeng.” 

And even here, in the familiar embrace of 
home, where he is trying to find his way back to 
the top he knows he lost more than his spot in a 
PBA roster. 

“J was earning P150,000 a month and I know 
that its hard to eam that big amount now that I 
am not with Red Bull anymore,” he said. “Its a 
good thing that I have saved a little amount for 
my family” 

Tt was Torion's former mentor Jun Tan who 
asked him to return home to play for the Cebu 
Landmasters-Toledo City in the Mindanao- 
Visayas Basketball Association (MVBA). 

"Torion will be paid P20,000 a month this time. 
Still, the PBA dream burns bright in his mind. 

"My stint here in MVBA is not just about mon- 
ey, I want to be in shape always because I know 
that theres still a chance that I could return to the 
PBA,” said Torion. "I know that I am still capable 
of playing competitive basketball and can still 
keep pace with the young players in the PBA.” 

And for Torion, itis a dream that will never 
fade away. 


will file a case against POC at the Court of Arbi- 
tration for Sport this month for legally expelling 
the 60-year-old cage body. 

The expulsion led to the country's suspension 
from all international competitions of the world 
basketball federation (Fiba). 

BAP president Joey Lina also maintained that 
the best way to lift the Fiba suspension is to i 
corporate the major stakeholders into a restruc- 
tured BAP based on a Memorandum of Under- 
standing forged between the POC and the world. 
cage body last year. 

‘But Cojuangco said the requirements of the 
‘MoU were sufficiently fulfilled with the creation of 
‘anew cage group known as Pilipinas Basketball. 

“We have diligently complied with these re- 
quirements and it appears that our sacrifices will 
bear fruit" said Cojuangco, adding that local 
basketball “will be in good hands" behind the 
new group since it will “derive its direction from 
organizations rather than individuals.” 

He said the basketball community should “not 
‘dwell on past events that resulted in the dolor- 
‘ous state of the sports” and focus its energies in 
supporting Pilipinas Basketball the new feder- 
ation backed by the PBA, PBL, UAAP and NCAA 


ALDWIN Dichoso of PATTS (right) blocks UPHSL's Elgin Elegino. 


Puentevella says POC 


must brace for worst 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THE PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC COMMIT- 
tee must brace for the alarming possi- 
bility that First Gentleman Mike Ar- 
royo might not lift a finger to help the 
country's campaign in the coming 
Asian Games. 

POC first vice president, Rep. Monico 
Puentevella, said the Olympic body 
must start “brainstorming” in anticipa- 
tion of going it alone in raising funds for 
the athletes who are looking forward to 
a stronger Asiad stint after reaching un- 
precedented heights during the 23rd 


Southeast Asian Games. 

While POC president Peping Co- 
 juangco had reportedly asked for an au- 
dience with the First Gentleman in a 
last-ditch attempt to persuade Mr. Ar- 
Toyo to reassume his fund-raising 
chores for RP sports, insiders said the 
meeting may not prosper after Cojuang- 
‘co was tagged by Malacafiang as one of 
the alleged conspirators of the destabi- 
lization plot last month. 

“True we have a big problem now be- 
cause even the training is shut," said 
Puentevella, who personally handed a 
POCappeal to FG two weeks ago. 


ARROYO: No support this time? 


Mr. Arroyo raised P160 million for 
the training last year of the SEAG ath- 
letes, who went on to win the overall 
championship of the biennial 11-nation 
sportsfest. 


Painters seeking grand PBL exit 


THAT SORRY COLLAPSE IN THE 
Heroes Cup title series will be the mo- 
tivation for Rain or Shine in its bid for 
a grand exit from the Philippine Bas- 
ketball League. 

Rain or Shine will be playing its last 
tournament in the PBL when the Unity 
Cup opens this Saturday and new coach 
leo Austria believes that he has a 
smarter team after that harrowing expe- 
rience against Magnolia, a foldup which 
they plan to use as a rallying point to 
end 10 fruitful years in the league in 
style. 


“We learned valuable lessons from 
that defeat and the boys are ready to re- 
deem themselves,” said Austria. “For us, 
its just a part of our history. We have to 
if we want to succeed in the 
next level.” 

The next level is a long-cherished 
stint in the Philippine Basketball Associ- 
ation, where Austria will make his re- 
tum hopefully with a winning feeling 
from a successful tide defense in this 
tournament. 

“The Elasto Painters blew a 2-0 lead in. 
the best-of-five series opposite the Mag- 


nolia Ice Cream Wizards, a defeat which 
Austria believes can happen to the best 
of them. 

"Let's say that it was a wasted oppor- 
tunity" Austria, who sat on the bench as 
consultant in that series, said. “Maybe, 
Magnolia was destined to win the ttl.” 

Team owners Raymond Yu and Terry 
Que are both convinced their boys will 
use that setback as motivation before 
they make the jump to the big league in 
October. 

The Elasto Painters won six of 12 fi 
nals appearances in the league. 


eves SANTO 


Favored Luzon teams 
gain in beach volley 


THE FAVORITES FROM LUZON CONTINUED 
to live up to expectations yesterday as they 
revved up their chances of making it to the Bo- 
racay phase of the 10th Nestea Beach Volley 
‘Championships. 

St. Benilde notched its second straight win 
at the expense of Letran, 25-21, while FEU de- 
molished Lyceum, 25-12. St. Francis downed 
Philippine Christian U, 25-15, and Adamson 
tripped UP 25-21, to pace the men's division. 
All winners now carry 20 slates. 

The lady spikers from Adamson remained 
unbeaten following a 25-12 win over Lyceum. 
The UB belles stopped University of the 
Cordilleras, 25-19, and St. Benilde toyed with 
St. Francis, 25-11, 


The leading teams only need to win their 
dosing matches today to gain entry into the. 
Boracay phase scheduled May 4 to 6. 

“But its sil hard to tell. We still have to win 
our dosing matches to make it to Boracay" 
said FEU veteran Jessie Lopez. 

‘The tournament sponsored by Speedo, 
MTV Power Shot, Hey Jude, Mikasa, Cebu Pa- 
fic, Seventeen, D-Mall D'Boracay, Villa de 
Oro Boracay, Club Ten Boracay and La Salle 
Greenhills offers P100,000 each to the men's 
and women's champions. 

There are 36 pairs competing this year— 
18 each in the men's and women's divisions. 
‘Sixteen of them come from Luzon, 12 from 
the Visayas and eight from Mindanao. 


Clark duathlon set 


MEGA SALE! 


on March 31, 2006 Starts at 8:30 a.m. sharp. 


ALL IS SET FOR THE CLARK 
Asian Duathlon Championship on 
‘April 9 to be held at the Clark expo 
grounds in Clarkfield, Pampanga. 

‘And with at least eight countries 
expected to participate, Triathlon 
Association of the Philippines 
(Trap) president Tom Carrasco Jr. 
says it will be one of the biggest 
field ever for this event. 

Clark Development Corp. presi- 
dent Antonio Ng and Sen. Pia 
Cayetano are both backing the 
event. 

Carrasco confirmed the partici- 
pation of Korea, Macau, Japan, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Australia, 
and the Czech Republic, the last 
two as guest entries being non- 
Asian countries. 

"The Intemational Triathlon 
Union, the sports ruling interna- 
tional body, is very happy with the 


fact thatin Asia all the five different 
TTU events are represented," said 
Carrasco. 

Ng has thrown his support for 
the event, also sponsored by Power- 
Bar, David's Salon, Asian Centre for 
Insulation, the PSC, and the Metro 
Alliance Group, to help Clark be- 
come “another sports hub in the re- 
gion and for duathlon.” 

“I have always been an advocate 
ofa healthy lifestyle for all, being an 
active and competitive athletes my- 
self and I will be joining the Asian 
duathlon championship and com- 
pete in the age group level said 
Cayetano, 

To cany the country’s colors in 
the event are bemedalled national 
duathlon champion Ryan "Bad 
Boy" Mendoza, Jeffrey Valdes, Au- 
gusto Benedicto, and Arland 
Macasieb. 


SPORTSWATCH 


CAS, St. Scholastica rule WYL 

COLEGIO SAN AGUSTIN AND ST. SCHOLASTICA'S COLLEGE (MANILA) 
asserted their might to win the Milo BEST Women's Volleyball League ele- 
mentary and high school titles, respectively last Sunday at the SBC Mani- 
ia gym. The CSA girs outclassed Diliman Preparatory School, 25-8, 25-6, 
while the Scholasticans walloped San Antonio de Padua College, 25-20, 
25-16, 25-14, both in the competitive level. Miriam College and Holy Fam- 
ily Schoo! shared the day's honors by bagging the elementary and high 
school developmental plums, respectively, Miriam came back from a slow 
Start to beat Colegio San Agustin, 22-25, 25-18, 15-9, while Holy Family 
toppled St. Theresa's Collee, 25-20, 25-19, 25-14. St. James Academy of 
Malabon rapped School of St. Anthony, 25-19, 25, and San Beda-Alabang 
crushed New Era University, 25-8, 25-14, to take third spots in the high 
School competitive and developmental groups, respective. 


Kidz Hoops slates championships 

FOUR EXCITING BASKETBALL GAMES ARE SLATED ON THE FINALS OF 
Kidz hoops the only community-inspired basketball tournament for boys 
and giris ages 8 to 14, on March 26 atthe RFM gym on Pioneer Street, 
Mandaluyong City. Games start at 1 p.m. Medals and individual 

awards including those for the mythical five, sixth man and sportsman- 
ship winners—will also be handed out. Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao will 
‘race the awarding ceremonies, give an inspirational talk and award the 
champions. Kidz Hoops" year-round calendar has given many children the 
‘opportunity to learn the sport and polish their skilis by playing the game in 
2 safe and organized environment. For inquiries, call 3710639. 


Paeng bowls perfect game 

PAENG NEPUMUCENO SCORED A PERFECT 300 IN THE SPABA SPECIAL 
Athiete-Celebrity fund-raising event at the Powerbowl in Rockwell Center. 
SEA Games standout Chester King also had nine consecutive strikes but 
lefta pin on the 10th frame to score a 279 in a sterling performance amid 
the cheers of the special athletes and fans that supported the charity 
event. Roxanne Ng, triple gold medalist in the 2003 Dublin World Special 
Olympic Games, dominated the field in the Special athletes division when 
she won in the three game category, the No-tap, Midnight Bowling and 
the Regular Game. Igan Foundation of broadcast host Arnold Clavio- 
heads the lst of major sponsors of the event with Pagcor, Shell Better 
Mileage Gasoline, Globe Telecom-Sa Globe Posible, Accel, Antonio Co- 
juangco and Powerbowi. Also supporting the event are Rep. Doddo Ra 
Cagas. (1st Dist -Davao del Sur), Creative Response, Anlene, Go Nuts 
Donuts, Unilever Phils. Teacher Mom, GMA Unang Hirit, Gatorade and 
Pepsi Max, Oishi, Domino's Pizza, Tree Top Apple Juice, Sterling, Doll 
Joy. Revicon Ion, Quake V-Cut and friends of Spaba. 


Las Piñas cockfest features 80 bets 

SOME 80 ENTRIES ARE EXPECTED IN TONIGHT'S STAGING OF THE PAMIGAY 
Premyo 3-cock derby at the Las Piñas Coliseum beginning at 7 p.m. The big 
number ot entries is attributed to the affordable entry fee of P2,200, according 
to coliseum manager Alex Tobias, who is co-hosting the event with former 
Mayor Nene Aguilar. At stake is a guaranteed prize of P150,000. For details, call 
8731040 and 8743910. Meanwhile, a bonus of P20,000 awaits the first 20 win- 
ners of LPCS regular hackfight scheduled Monday to Sunday. 


Heritage Cup derby resumes 

THE PHILIPPINE HERITAGE CUP 5-COCK DERBY SERIES RESUMES TODAY 
at the Araneta Coliseum with 60 new entries vying for the championship 
sponsored by Gran Matador and B-Meg Derby Ace. More than 90 fights are 
fined up beginning at 3 p.m. BMJ Jody Red, an entry of Batangas breeders 
Fatty Campos, Edwin Aranez and Boy Gamila, topped the opening round. 
Tuesday after talying four wins and one draw. Each participant today i r6- 
quired to field five cocks. For inquiries, call 9113101 and 9112928. 
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A BANNER field of 21 national champion riders from Thailand, 
Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia, China, Japan, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, 
India, Guam, Great Britain, UAE, Saipan and host Philippines blasts off in. 
the 3rd Mayor Edward Hegedorn Cup 2006 Motocross Masters of Asia 
Sunday in Puerto Princesa City. Thai Armon Theplib won the race. 
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RP shines in Fribourg 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


T WAS A BRAZILIAN JU- 
Iv producer 

and director Paloma 
Rocha—who fought "vigor- 
ously" for Filipino filmmaker 
Lav Diaz's “Heremias,” 
which went on to win the 
Special Jury Prize at the 20th 
Fribourg International Film 
Festival, held March 12 to 19 
in Switzerland. 

This was disclosed to Inquinen Enter- 
tainment by award-winning Filipino 
screenwriter and FIFF jury member 
Jose F Lacaba. 

"here were five jurors in all, Lacaba 
said, and every single one stayed for the 


Brazilian juror 
fights for RP’s 
‘Heremias’; whole 
board sits through 
8-hour screening 


whole screening, which included snack 
and dinner breaks. The movie—about a 
farmer who makes a pact with God to 
savea giri— is eight hours long. 


(See interview with Diaz on page 
A23) 


Apart from Diaz's epic, 11 other Fil- 
ipino digital films were showcased at 
the Fribourg fest, established in 1980 
and originally called "Third World Fil 


promote quality films 
Asia, Africa and Latin Ameri 
cording to Evelyn Vargas-Knaebel, pro- 
grammer of the Filipino section dubbed 
pines: Digital Cinema 
Revolution to Ebolusyon. 
revious years, movies from Cen- 
tral Asia (2004) and Palestine/Israel 
(2005) were presented in a compre- 
hensive program," Knaebel explained. 
“This year, we selected 1 f 
the Philippines shedding lig 
on lexity of life 
Ellen Ongkeko-Marfil, whose “Mga 
Pusang Gala" was part of the RP sec- 
tion, participated in a forum on Pinoy 
cinema, along with Diaz and Lacaba. 
Lacaba reported that, since the Fri- 
bourg crowd was mos 
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A bulging belly and 
ugly flab can hold you 
back in life. 


Do women and friends poke fun at 
your chubby, clumsy look? At Marie 
France FOR MEN we've helped thousands 
of fat and overweight men lose fat faster 
than they thought possible, easily and 
effortlessly. Most were skeptical at first, 
but now lead new lives - new romances, 
better careers, better everything. 

Call today for a no-cost private 


consultation. It will be the best decision 
you ever made. Lose ugly fat fast! 


Some fat men 

give up, thinking 

it's hopeless. 
iy 


As your consultànt, 

I'll give all the help 

you need through 
'our fat- 
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KRIS AQUINO is currently the image model 
for 17 products. sETOr Jorio 


The pitch 
of success 


Kris gets her mom to use 
products she endorses 
By Nini Valera 


SHE WOULD DISCUSS ALMOST ANYTHING 
you might want to know about her—how of- 
ten she needed to wash her hair, what scent 
she wore, her first attempt at baking a banana 
cake, or how well she made roast beef (this 
last one according to her mom). 

‘But Kris Aquino would hold back a litle about 
her fiancé, James Yap. 

"Lets not talk about the wedding,” she pleaded 
with INqureR Entertainment. "Or the money? Its 
a given, she said, that she eams more than the 
guard of the Purefoods basketball team. 

What she would divulge was a tentative plan 
fora church ceremony, pethaps in December. 

"The national fascination for Kris Aquino contin- 
ues. She is seen on television daily in "Game Ka 
Na Ba?” plus on Sundays as one of the hosts on 
the "The Buzz" 

Kris, 35, had an explanation for her popularity: 
“Whether they like me or not, m honest.” 

Six years ago, Kris, who had just broken off 
with Phillip Salvador, father of her 10-year-old son 
Joshua, seemed to be at the end of her career. 

“No advertiser would touch me," she admitted. 
Only a brand of shoe polish brought her back into 
the elite circle of celebrity endorsers in 2000. 


Turnaround 

"These days, Kris equally famous for her vani- 
ty and her chatter—is pitching 17 products, from. 
the obscure San-San cosmetics to the high-profile 
clothing line Bench to the institutional macho 
badge that is San Miguel Beer Pale Pilsen. The lat- 
estis the new variant of Pantene shampoo. 

Yes, she said, these products are found in her 
house— in her bathroom, for instance, Kissa Pa- 
paya soap; in her pantry, Purefoods corned beef. 

"My staff has a list of all the products I en- 
dorse,” said Kris. "Even in my mom's 
house—the products I endorse are the ones 
she buys.” 

Kris related an incident involving comed beef. 
Her mom, former president Cory Aquino, had 
been aghast when, one day the housekeeper 
brought home from the grocery the brand of 
comed beef that Boy Abunda, not Kris, endorsed. 

“My mom asked why the majordoma bought 
that; the answer was, because it was cheaper by 
20 centavos,” said Kris. 

Boy Abunda, Kris best friend, was so amused 
by the anecdote, he sent President Cory three cas 
es of "his" comed beef brand. 

Before she was signed up for Pantene, she re- 
lated, she was asked to fill out a five-page ques 
tionnaire that came from Malaysia. "T told Boy 
who closed the deal, that 1 felt like I was audition. 
ing and I didn't Jike that," Kris recounted. I tol 
him to just send to them pictures of all my bil 
boards on Edsa." 

(This was not the biggest deal for Kris, though 
she admitted: "San Miguel was") 
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Probe in Mozambique 
MOZAMBIQUE IS A COUNTRY IN 
southern Africa ravaged by 16 years of 
civil war unti 1990. Is people are 
hunger-stricen, many of them dying ot 
HIV/AIDS. 

Who would expect to find Fiipino volun- 
teers in this landscape of hopelessness? 

Tonight after “insider” on ABS-CBN, 
Cheche Lazaro and "Probe" present the 
story of Leo Buccahan and Imelda 
Escalona, two of only seven Filipino vol- 
unteers in one of the poorest countries 
inthe world 

Buccahan and Escalona are with VSO 
Bahaginan, an NGO that sends volunteer 
Pinoy professionals to other countries. 

Replays on ANC every Friday at 2 a.m. 
and Sunday at 11 a.m. 


Mon makes it 
FILIPINO jazz artist Mon David has made 
it to the finals of the London Internation- 
al Jazz Competition, which concludes to- 
day. 

For the qualifying round held at The 
Vortex in Dalston, North London, on Sat- 
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ROUND-UP 


CHECHE Lazaro with Mozambican 
urday, David sang "No More Blues” by 
Carlos Antonio Jobim, “Skylark” by 
Hoagy Carmichael and "Waltz for Deb- 
by" by Bill Evans. 


David will compete in today’s showdown 
with five other contenders from the United 


‘States, Australia and Germany. 
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Director’s protest 

LOS ANGELES—Paul Haggis, the Canadian 
director of "Crash," Oscar Best Picture this 
year eda protestin Holywood against the 
war in ag, now three years oid. 

Haggis was joined on Saturday by 

other celebrities and 
politicians, including 
Martin Sheen and 
Maria Bello and singer 
and social activist Har- 
ry Belafonte. 

The Hollywood 
protest was part of a 
wave of demonstra- 
tions—in Washington, 
San Francisco, Seattle 
and other cities around 
the world. AFP 


Miramax 


sued 
NEW YORK—A pro- 
ducer of the movie 
"Chicago" filed a $10- 
milion lawsuit, charg- 
ing that Miramax Films 
Corp. failed to pay the 
producer its share of 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars the movie 
earned 

The Producer Circle 
Co. says in its lawsuit 
fled Monday that itis 
the owner of the film 
rights to the musica 
“Chicago,” a Broadway 
hit of the 1970s that 
Miramax agreed to 
produce with the com- 
pany as a movie, and 
that it was to receive 
part of the film's gross. 

The movie opened- 
in December 2002 and 
became "the highest 
grossing and most ~ 
profitable movie ever 
released by Miramax,” 
court papers say. It 
won six Oscars includ- 
ing Best Picture. AP 


Statue 


for Shakira 
BOGOTA, Colom- 

bia Shakira, "queen" 
of Latin American pop. 
music, is to be immor- 
talized with a 16-foot 
iron statue in her home 
city on Colombia's 
Caribbean coast. 

The statue was de- 
signed by German 
sculptor Dieter Patt, 
who decided to make 
the likeness of Shakira 
atter meeting the singer 
during her world tour. 

The sculpture, 
which took more than a 
year to complete, 
weighs about 5 
tons—roughly 95 
times as much as the 
diminutive singer. It ar- 
rived Sunday in Bar- 
ranquill, north of 
Colombia's capital. AP 


‘Brokeback’ 


plus 

LOS ANGELES—The 
“Brokeback Mountain" 
DVD wil hit stores Aprl 
4, even with the fim stil 
in theatrical release. 

That's a rare over- 
lap, said a spokesper- 
son for DVD distributor 
Universal Studios 
Home Entertainment 
But, she explained, 
withthe film stil riding 
high on three Oscar 
wins, theater run has 
been extended, bump- 
ing into the scheduled 
DVD release. 

The DVD's special 
features include a pro- 
fle of Oscar-winning 
director Ang Lee and 
interviews with Oscare 
winning scroenwriers 
Larry McMurtry and 
Diana Ossana. Stars 
Heath Ledger and Jake 
Gyllenhaal also discuss 
the training fr thelr 
roles as cowboys in 
low. 

The DVD is expected 
to sell for $29.98. AP 
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By Marinel R. Cruz 
ILMMAKER LAV DIAZ, WHOSE EIGHT- 
hour film "Heremias" bagged the Spe- 
cial Jury Prize at the recently conclud- 
ed 20th Fribourg International Film Festival 
in Switzerland, originally planned the movie 
to be 15 hours long. 
“Heremias” stars Ronnie Lazaro as a farmer 
who fasts for 40 days and nights, Diaz told IN- 
Quen. Entertainment in an interview at his 


Quezon City home a month before he left for Afa, 


NC TAKE 


Switzerland. 

The movie follows the 40-day fast 
It was one of Lazaro's biggest ch 
lenges as an actor, Diaz noted. 

Diaz is known for lengthy films. His 
“Ebolusyon ng sang Pamilyang 
Pilipino,” which runs for 11 hours, is by far the 
longest Pinoy film ever made. It won the Urian 
(local critics) Best Picture award last year. 
“Batang WestSide,” which won Best Film at the 
Singapore International Film Festival in 2002, 
is five hours long. 

“People who said movies should be only two 
to three hours long are only after profit,” Diaz 
insisted. "This isso they could have as many as 
seven theater screenings a day” 

Diaz's other works are “Hesus Rebolusy- 
onaryo" (2002), “Hubad sa Halim ng Buwan” 
(1999), "Burger Boys" (1999) and “Kriminal 
ng Baryo Concepcion" (1998). 

“| wouldn't mind if only eight people saw my 
movies [at this point]. Eventually —not in my 
lifetime, 1 guess—more people will appreciate 
them. I'm concerned about the viewers, how 
their growth is stunted. [But] what can we ex- 
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pect? For almost a hundred years, they were 

fed Hollywood stuft” 

Tt would take a while for Filipino audience to 
learn new things, Diaz conceded. But he re- 
mains hopeful: “An artist should accept this bit- 
ter fact. Filipinos are currently obsessed with 
other things, especially politics. We can't expect 
things to change at the snap of a finger, [but] 
we should not underestimate the audience's 
capacity to embrace a new perspective.” 

‘Diaz was featured in last year's Ekran, an an- 
nual publication of the Slovenian (Central 

Europe) Cinematheque. 

Y Ekran, established in 1962 by the 
Union of Slovene Cultural Organiza- 
tions, publishes reviews for film and 

television productions and film artists 

who go beyond the mainstream, ac- 
cording to website — wwweulturalpro- 
files.org.uk/slovenia. Filipino writers Noel Ve- 
ra, Mike Feria and Alexis Tioseco—as well as 
other European and Asian authors—wrote ex- 
tensively about Diaz. 

“Why don't [critics] read reviews from the 
US and Europe?" Diaz wondered. "People there 
have greater appreciation for my work. I know 
because I've participated in a lot of festivals 
there from October to December of last ye 

To young filmmakers, the award-winning di- 
rector has this to say: "You don't have to go very 
far to change the world. Just contribute in your 
wn little way" 


What, to you, is "indie"? 

It [comes] from the word indepen- 
dent—hindi hawak ng kahit anong studio sys- 
tem. We can do anything. We're free. Actually 
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the word has been bastardized. Some people 
use the label for their own agenda [and] jump 
into the indie bandwagon. Even big studios like 
Viva and Unitel films claim they are indie. The 
bottom line is, do you have a vision? Are you 
conscious of aesthetics? Are you a responsible 
filmmaker? What is your message to your audi 
ence? Are you sure you're not just after the 
money? 


You talk about vision, what do you think is 
every indie filmmaker's dream? 

To be free. There are a number of indie 
filmmakers who have worked, and are 
working, mainstream. Ive worked with 
Mother Lily (Monteverde of Regal Entertain- 
ment). Ginawa ko ang gusto ko. Although there 
were limitations in terms of money and length 
of film, I fought for my vision. If you feel that 
you are not working in an environment that is 
free, get out of there. Mas maganda yung 
malaya ka. Thats indie for me. 


Indie directors agree that, with new technol- 
ogy, making films is now much easier. 

"There's a deluge of new work. Ang daming 
gumagawa. Because of this, we face mediocrity. 
Not just anyone can grab a camera and 
shoot—that's not filmmaking. Filmmaking is 
about vision, about art. We shall see if we Fil- 
ipinos can embrace the digital movement as 
part of cinema. 

We should embrace change. It's quite liber- 
ating for struggling artist like me. We shouldn't 
tum our backs on it. Nahirapan din ako. For the 
last three years, I wasn't sure I could embrace 
digital. I still wanted to use film, kaya lang nine 
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What’s Lav got to do with it? 


DIAZ: "We should embrace change.” 


Afew 
minutes 
with the 
maker of 
10-hour 
movies 


years na itong Ebolusyon’ hindi pa natatapos. It 
had already cost me P200,000. So I said, «ers 
go digital.’ I finished the movie after eight 
months. Add the one year it took for post pro- 
duction, murang mura lang. 


What can the government do to help devel- 
op the “digital movement?" 

1 don't think the government can do much. 
But ivs important that the government is aware 
of the role of the arts in Pinoy culture. Impor- 
tante ito sa pagpapayabong ng kalinangan at 
kamalayan ng tao. 
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Ayala MUSEUM 


BPI Express Creorr 


STi Prop School Graduation Program 


Korean Food Festival 
March 23, 2006 


Ayala Museum Summer Workshop Sampler 
April 4, 2006 - Greenbelt 3 Park 


Repertory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA 
‘at REP's Globe Theater -March 24, 25. 26, 31, Apri 1, 2, 7.8, 9 
For inquires, pis. call 887-0710 


Registration is now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 
‘Bummer Art Festival Workshop 2008 


For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 
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Buy 2 movie tickets at Glorietta 1, Glorietta & 
Greenbelt 1, and Greenbelt 3 Cinemas to get 


Just Got Bigger and Better! 


Shop in Ayala Malls using your BPI Express Credit Card 
for a chance to win a Nissan Potrol 4x4 in the Grand Draw 
end fabulous prizes in the Monthly Draws. 
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The perfect reward for movie lovers this Graduation Season. 
‘Get complimentary passes when you buy in bulk 
Now available at the SM Cinoma branch nearest you or please call 631 1000 loc 2680 for inquiries 
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Moviegoing to the max 


WERE THRILLED TO LEARN THAT SM'S NEW 
Mall of Asia will house the country's first Imax 
moviehouse. Imax (Image Maximum) is the 
wave of the future in films worldwide, and in 
fact has been an actuality in countries like the 
US, Canada and Japan for some years now. 

n the course of our travels, we've watched 
‘movies in two Imax theaters, and can vouch for 
the fact that the process’ huge, curved screen, 
newfound projection systems and 3-D glasses give 
moviegoers a spectacular viewing experience. In 
fact, it redefines film viewing. 

Due to the Imax system's panoramic screen, 
dramatic viewing situation and “womblike” con- 
figuration of seats, you feel like you're surrounded 
by the film action. Even better, you get to the point 
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TWO WORDS A GUY NEVER WANTS TO HEAR 


"YOU'LL LAUGH FROM BEGINNING TO END." 
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where you become “participant” in that action. 

This, of course, is what many filmmakers want 
their movies to achieve—to involve their viewers 
fully in what's happening, for complete empathy. 
"This is desirable because viewers can understand 
and experience what a movies characters are 
thinking and feeling. 

“True, the Imax screen is friendlier and more 
welcoming to 3D action, adventure and fantasy 
productions and these will most likely comprise 
most of the initial offerings at the Mall of Asia's 
Max theater. 

After the first surge of excitement abates, how- 
ever, other film types could find their way to that 
giant screen. Whats important is that the new 
process makes moviegoing a more totally absorb- 
ing experience. 

"The expense of putting up an Imax theater is 
huge, but we trust that, after the new moviehouse 
experiences, SRO audiences for months on end, 
other cineplexes will want to put up Imax movie 
houses of their own. 

"What about a Filipino movie shot the Imax 
way? Thatll take even more doing, because the 
new process shooting and post-production phas- 
es are extra-expensive, 

Again, however, you can bet that there are 
some local producers out there who are already 
thinking up appropriately big and visual story 
idea, one of which could become the first Filipino 
Imax fim! Maybe, as early as next year? 


Woman power 

CHARLIZE Theron is a great screen beauty, but 
shes gone beyond physical pulchritude in search 
of thespic challenges, and has in fact been acting 
against type. She did so to great acclaim in "Mon- 
ster" and follows up with a similarly gritty perfor- 
mance in her latest starrer, "North Country" 

She plays single mother Josey Aimes, who ral- 
lies her female co-workers to rise above the unfair 
treatment they get at a mining company. 

Theron sees the conflict as largely a question of 
survival: The existing workforce is predominantly 
male, and the workers are threatened when 
‘women come in and take their jobs. 

She says she was drawn to the role because 
Josey Aimes represents the potential that remains 
untapped in many people, both female and male. 

“Tm fascinated by people who dont realize 
they have incredible internal fortitude and ability” 
she shares. “They discover it only when they get 
themselves into situations that require it, or real- 
ize some truth that others don't get. 

“The road Josey takes is a very lonely one and 
not one she is obligated to choose. But she does, 
and she paves the way for others who are going 
through the same difficulties. That takes a strong 
and special person, and I love the way Josey finds 
the inner reserve of courage that she didn't realize 
she had.” Niki Caro direc. 


RP shines ... 
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Pinoy movies, the discussion became an intro- 
duction, oo, tackling the industry's history, and 
its present problems. 

Marfil told the audience: “The local film in- 
dustry used to produce over 200 films yearly, 
but only 10 had been invited to film fests 
abroad. Last year, we [released] only 50 to 60 
films, but half of them—24 to 30—has so far 
been invited abroad.” 

t was Marfils first time to screen her debut. 
film before a foreign audience. “Norwegian crit- 
ic Jorunn Stone Johansen told me that she 
laughed and cried throughout the screening." 

For his part, Diaz recounted that, apart from 
the jurors, serious film enthusiasts saw 
“Heremias” in full 

“I was trying to catch real time [in making the 
movie]—the rhythm of rural life,” he said. 

He said the Special Jury Prize recognizes 
“Philippine cinema as part of the discourse on 
world cinema.” 

Marfil happily reported that foreign distribu- 
tors had expressed interest in Filipino films. 

"Swiss distributors, theater owners and film 
journalists had also been invited to the festival," 
Knaebel added. 

‘Through the years, FIFF screenings have 
been expanded to more than 30 cities and 
towns in Switzerland, Italy and Austria 
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has darkened her hai 
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BAND EXPLOSION 2006 


MARCH 24, FRIDAY 8 pm 


MICHAEL BOLTON LIVE IN MANILA 


MARCH 29, WEDNESDAY 8 pm 


Direk Chito Rono, who 
hast finished shoot- 
ing a movie with her 
and Claudine Barreto. 
He pointed out that she 
couldn't have brown 
hair in one scene and 
black in the next! 

“He was really an- 
noyed,” Kris said. 

Ar the momen, 
thats the only down- 
side to Kris almost per- 
fect life. 

^1 like myself best 
now” she said. “When 
you're in your 30s and 
at the peak of your 
beauty, and you know 
youve done something 
with your life but 
youre sil excited 
about each day .. like 
it that James is here. 
Hes supportive and 
calm" 
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Sexbomb’s 
Tast dance’ 


A CONCERNED FRIEND OF JOY CAN- 
CIO defends Sexbomb’s beleaguered 
manager regarding the group's departure 
from the noontime show “Eat Bulaga.” 

The amiga lamented: * My heart goes 
out to Joy because people blame her. In 
fact, she was the one bypassed by Sugar 
and her mom. When Sugar's contract ex- 
pired she didn’t bother to inform Joy 
that she had a management deal with 
TAPE Inc. To think that Joy had taken 
Sugar back even though she had joined a 
rival group (Kendeng Girls’ of the Tera o 
Bayong portion 
of MTB)” 

Joys pal con- 
tinued: "Sugar is 
playmg the un- 
derdog to gain 
public sympathy. 
She's shedding 
crocodile tearsl 
One more thing, 
Joy didn’t order 
her girls not to 
appear in a show 
at Klowns. She Dolly Ann 
was told that the 
thow had been Carvajal 
cancelled. 1 pity 
her; she's up against powerful people." 

The friend says the public should be fair 
and give Joy credit for Sexbomb's success. 

Iit possibile for Sexbomb to return to 
“Bulaga”? The friend sighed, “Joy is open 
but she received a text from a TAPE big- 
wig that sounded final.” 

If so, the Sexbomb dancers shouldn't 
act as if they've performed their “last 
dance.” 

They only need to dance to a different 
beat and reinvent themselves. “Dance 
like nobody's watching,” as my fave 
quote goes. 

But as far as the Sexbombs are con- 
cerned, they need to dance because ev- 
erybody's watching. 

(Catch them Wednesdays at Laffline 
and Thursdays at Punchline.) 
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Just asking 
“MOMENTS of Love” has an uncanny re- 
semblance to a "Twilight Zone” story 
called “A Message For Charity" Is it pure 
coincidence? 

Could it be true that Rico Robles almost 
backed out of "Pinoy Big Brother” when he 
found out that Roxie Barcelo was one of 
the housemates? They got too close for 
comfort when Roxie was a "practicumer" in. 
RX93, where Rico is a DJ. Now that they've 
both been evicted, they're stil bickering. 
Whats with this strange duo? Neither 
friends nor lovers? But if they are “insignifi- 
cant others,” why are they both affected by 
‘what the other does or doesn't do? 

Did you know that the upcoming 
movie "D Lucky Ones" was supposed to 
be entitled "I Love You, Lucky?" But Vil- 
ma Santos requested Star Cinema not to 
use her signature line because she's re- 
serving it for a play. 

Iwonder who Lucky (Luis Manzano) 
loves. He's been linked to Nancy Cas- 
tiglione, Toni Gonzaga and Karel Mar- 
quez? I remember teasing him about KC 
Concepcion, too. 

He just smiles and says, "I think even. 
before we were born, KC and I were al- 
ready being paired because of our 
moms." Wouldn't they make a mega cou- 
ple for all seasons? 

On “PBB,” Rustom Padilla had the 
guts to admit that he's gay (though he 
didn't really have to state the obvious). I 
wonder if another housemate (evicted 
or not—make a wild guess) will have the 
courage to let his/her dark secret out. A 
real turn off! It will make his/her follow- 
ers turn the TV off. 

Guess who's this beauty queen who's 
a certified kleptomaniac. A schoolmate 
of hers told me that, during their college 
days, she was ordered by the principal to 
apologize to the entire student body for 
all the stuff that she had stolen. She's al- 
so a scene-stealer. The beauty queen gets 
a kick out of telling everybody that an 
award-winning actor is her boyftiend. 
But when I asked the actor about her, he 
said that they split up a long time ago. Is 
the klepto in her raring to steal him away 
from his current giri? 


Disco excess 
Groove to Hed Kandi Classic Hits on 
March 31, 9 p.m., at the World Trade 
Center. Call 726-2523 or 723-8673 
(E-mail 
hoo.com.) 


wateringholeshangrilaQya- 


| eume cr. cement] 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Solace, Miguel Castro, release debut albums 


‘THE FOUR-PIECE BAND SOLACE HAS 
released its debut album, "Never 
Easy"—10 tracks of sundry styles from 
classic rock to alternative rock. 

Formed last year, the band is led by 
Chad Canares on vocals. On lead guitar 
is Sam Codilla; on bass, Rod- 
ney Vidanes; and on drums, 
Herson Fremista. 


Vicor Sundays 

To mark its 40th year, Vicor 
Music Corp. has tied up with Yes-FM for a 
month-long event featuring Vicor's biggest. 
talents. 

On March 26, Randy Santiago will per- 
form in "4 Decades of Pop"; on April 2, Ito 
Rapadas will be on "Easy Listening 
Bands"; on April 9, "Pinoy Folk and Rock" 
will feature Lolita Carbon and Pendon 


Limited edition Vicor CDs will be given 
away during the month. 


Chosen one 
Hip-hop star Kanye West returns with 
his second album, "Late Registration." 
The  producer-tumed-rapper 
made music headlines last year 


SPIN CITY _ by winning three Grammys for 


his debut album “The College 
Dropout.” Jamie Foxx, Adam 
Levine, Jay-Z and Brandy are fea- 
tured on “Late Registration." 


Stylistics’ greatest 
‘The biggest hits of The Stylistics are in- 


cluded in “The Stylistics Live in Norfolk,” 
from Viva Records, released 


“Stop, Look, Listen to Your Heart,” “You 
are Everything,” “Break Up to Make Up,” 
"You Make Me Feel Brand New" and 
“You'll Never Get to Heaven if You Break 
my Heart.” 


Miguel’s CD-lite 

A CDJite of OPM love songs titled 
“Miguel Castro Sings...” is now available 
at all leading record bars and music out- 
Jets in Metro Manila, 

Castro is a theater actor, writer and di- 
rector for Gantimpala Theater Founda- 
tion, 

The album consists of six new songs, 
four of them written and composed by 
Vince de Jesus. 


both on CD and DVD. 
The collection includes 
“Betcha by Golly Wow" 
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Cleaning-on-the-go: The Unbeatable 
Cleaning Power of New Caltex with Techron" 


ilipinos are, in general, a 
people quite obsessed with 
being clean. We love taking 
baths, smelling fresh and 
keeping neat and tidy at all 
times. Naturally, something like 
New Caltex fuel with Techron® 
is sure to be a hit among Pinoys. 


All Caltex branded gasoline 
grades now contain a 
technologically advanced, 
specially formulated and 
patented fuel system cleaning 
ingredient, Techron®. Thanks 
to this revolutionary new 
ingredient, New Caltex with 


Techron® is unbeatable at 
cleaning vital engine parts in 
your car's fuel system, so both 
car and driver can perform at 
their very best at all times. 


New Caltex fuel with Techron® 
cleans the car's intake system, 
including fuel injectors and 
intake valves. Fuel injectors are 
designed to accurately meter 
fuel to the engine and to deliver 
it in a precise pattern of fine 
droplets. The fuel passages are 
extremely small and therefore 
susceptible and sensitive to 
deposits in the critical regions 
where the fuel is metered and 


atomized. If the injector is 
dirty, this results in poor 
combustion and poor vehicle 
performance. 


Intake Valves on the other 
hand are like metal doors that 
open and close at specific 
times in the combustion cycle. 
It is the opening and closing 
of these valves that control 
the air and fuel mixture 


Combustion entering your engine. If 


deposits gather in the intake 
valve, the flow of air and fuel 
into the engine will be 
adversely affected, again 


What Drives You 
= 


Keeping your 
engine Caltex clean 


The unbeatable cleaning power 
of NEW Caltex with Techron 
is here! Techron® is a unique 
ingredient in Caltex gasoline 
that keeps your engine clean 
and free of deposits left behind 
by some other gasolines 
A clean engine means more 
efficient combustion, greater 
performance, better fuel 
economy and fewer harmful 
emissions. Keep your engine 
Caltex clean by insisting on 


NEW Caltex with Techron 


C TECHRON 


CALTEX 


further reducing car performance. 
Deposits form on the intake valve 
when the fuel, lubricant residues, 
re-circulated exhaust gas or even 
improperly formulated fuel 
additives break down due to high 
temperatures in your engine. 
Another adverse effect is reduced 
fuel economy as well as reduced 
power and acceleration. 


[77 ‘ith inferior Fue 


Unlike some other fuels, Caltex 
with Techron* minimizes any 
contribution to harmful deposits 
within the combustion chamber. 


Even better, it only takes one tank 
of Techron* to clean up your 
engine. Caltex with Techron® cares 
for your car by removing injector 
tip deposits. One tank is enough 
to clean fuel injectors and ongoing 
use will help maintain a clean and 
efficient fuel system. 


Using New Caltex fuel with 
Techron* has five main benefits. 
First, using Caltex with Techron® 
restores lost power and 
acceleration. The unbeatable 
cleaning power of Techron® helps 
give back the lost 


Ford 2.3L ASTM D6201 Procedure 


Gasoline with 
a 


Start of Test qii Caslin Techror 
power and acceleration or pick-up 
caused by deposit build-up. Caltex 
with Techron® cleans fuel injectors, 
intake ports, manifolds and valves 
to help restore the car’s maximum. 
power output. 


Secondly, using Caltex with 
Techron® improves fuel economy. 
Simply put, a clean engine burns 
fuel more completely and 
efficiently, allowing the car's engine 
to use the fuel more thoroughly, 
right to the last drop. 


Third, using Caltex with Techron® 
reduces exhaust emissions. Since 
Techron® removes performance- 
robbing deposits from vital engine 
parts, the car will operate more 
efficiently with better combustion. 
This will result in lower emissions 
that should greatly benefit the 
environment as well. 


Fourth, Caltex with Techron® 
delivers smooth performance. Using 
Caltex with Techron® ensures that 
the car’s fuel system will deliver 
optimum and enhanced drivability. 
This translates to a car being more 
responsive and snappy compared 
to a car choked up with deposits. 


Finally, using Caltex with Techron® 
enhances a car's reliability. To test 
this, Caltex partnered with the San 
Diego Yellow Cab Company in an 
extensive field test which logged 
over 130 million kilometers to show 
the improved performance of cars. 
Thanks to the unbeatable cleaning 
power of Techron®. 


New Caltex fuel with Techron? is the first 
step to a cleaner, smoother and more 
enjoyable ride ahead for the Filipino 
motorists, So go visit your nearest Caltex 
station and ask for a tank full of New 
Caltex with Techron® now. 
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GOLD: $552.20-552.70 
ounce Hong Kong, March 22, 2006 
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Shares close flat 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED FLAT AS 
investors tooka breather after the benchmark 
index on Tuesday hit its highest level in more. 
than six years, dealers said. 

The composite index ended down 1.01 
points at 2,184.70 after moving between 
2,173.44 and 2,187.49. 

Volume reached 797.7 million shares worth 
P972.7 million ($19 milion). Gainers led 
losers 49 to 40, with 63 stocks unchanged. 
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For RP, outlook remains positive 


Bear Stearns expects economy 
to grow at a faster rate in 2006 


By Michelle V. Remo 


US-BASED INVESTMENT BANK BEAR STEARNS & CO. INC. HAS 
retained its positive outlook on the Philippines despite recent polit- 
ical turmoil, projecting that the country's economy will even grow 
ata faster rate of 5.8 percent this year. 


Last year, the economy grew by only 5.1 
percent. 

Ina paper on its assessment of the country, 
the investment bank said the ability of the Ar- 
royo administration to weather political prob- 
lems, including so-called coup attempts, gave 
the institution reason to believe that the econ- 
omy was not in danger. 

"One important reason [why a segment of 
the Philippine military] failed to gain any sig 
nificant public support is that the economy is 
showing signs of recovery in 2006, and the 
Manila middle class is unwilling to jeopardize 
this,” Bear Stearns said. 

‘The bank said factors that could help trig- 
ger higher growth in gross domestic product 
(GDP) this year included the increase in f 
eign direct investments (FDIs) and portfolio 
equity investments last year. 

Bear Stearns noted that FDIs in 2005, as a 


ratio of GDB reach 
better than the mea p 
the previous year. Total investments last year 
stood at 19 percent of GDR higher than the 
17.4 percent recorded in 2004. 

It said the business process outsourcing in- 
dustry and the mining sector would be key 
growth areas for this year and the next. 

As to the export sector, Bear Stearns does 
not share the concern 
over its dwindling com 
export 
cent, could be 
considering that exports grew by a substantial 
amountin December. 

In December, exports grew 15.7 percent 
from the previous year. 

But Bear Stearns added th 


d one percent. This was 


he likely in- 
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William Chan of the Ur 


(See story on page B6). 


d States Secret Service (left) and Ross 
Bautista of the National Bureau of Investigation report that high 
quality counterfeit dollar bills have found its way into the country. 
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DOTC drops bid to raise MRT fares; state subsidy to continue — WHAT’S INSIDE 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


day. 
In a telephone interview, Depart- 


‘THE TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 


has dropped its bid to raise fares of the m 


Metro Rail Transit (MRT) this year, cit 
ing the difficult economic situation now 
facing commuters. 

‘This means the national government 
will have to continue subsidizing the 


sengers along the length of Edsa each “Wit 


che EVAT [in full swing], they 
really can't afford it anymore,” he said. 
Mamondiong said the proposal for a 


cannot afford 


longer press the issue. “The commuters 
so we will not leave 
them in the lurch.” 


BREAKTIME 


nt of Transportation and Commu- 
tions (DOTC) Undersecretary 
Guiling Mamondiong said riders of 
the MRT system are already financial 
ly burdened as it is, even without the 
proposed fare hike which officials i 


fare hike was presented last year to 

President Macapagal-Arroyo for her ap- 

proval. So far, Malacañang has yet to 

act on it, prompting him to assume 

the proposal has been thumbed down. 
“I think there will be no more fare 


The DOTC deputy chief pointed out, 

however, that without the fare increase, 

continued government fi 

port would be critical for the rail 

to enable it to continue operations. 
Mamondiong explained that, at pre- 
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Malampaya oil project 
seen to start soon 


operations of the overhead rail system, tially pegged at P10 per passenger last hike this year” he said, ad 


sent fare levels, the government subsi- 
which carries close to halfamillion pas- year =< a pADgportatio 
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BMW3 Series 
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downpayment, 0% interest for 24 months on selected BMW models 


All Authorized BMW Dealerships a 
March 1 to 31, 2006 


10% downpayment, 7 years financing on all BMW models 
Chance to win 1 year worth of fuel from Petron for every BMW purchase 


Individual dealer activitic 


D. ; | 
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Billion duller baby 


AFTER ONLY EIGHT MONTHS Just a couple of days ago, moved from BDO to EPCIB. € 
of scheming to take over RP's ‘Tessie Sy Coson indicated in me- The SM group owns the major- - 
third largest bank Equitable PCI, dia reports that she would sell the ity of BDO. In EPCIB, it: ‘only owns 
the SM group now stands to reap Y SM group's interest in EPCIB,but about 24 percent. ia Banting Cp 
a windfall, amounting only to, only on certain conditions. Yet, Tessie Sy Coson thought it Eo ma wo dose 
oh, some dull PB billion. Conrado R. ‘One of them, in effect, is that wise to focus her business exper- Fquner<\ Sent ite, 

‘Again—P8 billion! And after Banal IIT pebillion windfall. She said that tise on something that the Sy  Msvopoun snr rest 
only eight months! That's a bil- she wanted cash at such a price. family owned only a small por- Bu euge 7 
lion a month! Also, the buyer does not get the tion of. Riza Com Saning Com. 

"Ihe genius behind such an oper Henry Sy who sits on the benefit of ... well, “due dili- I did not make sense, unless aan kank oi e Pnl. 
amazing investment feat is Tessie board of EPCIB and heads itsex- gence.” she was up to something. mnp 
Sy Coson, daughter ofmall devel- ecutive commitee. Offered for the SM holdings in on pud 
EPCIB, reportedly, is a price of ANYWAY, the Cebuano boss of Mame Fransa or: 
= P95 a share, courtesy of astillse- GSIS, Garcia himself, did not ike ee 
Open a 5-year Peso Time Deposit NOW! ^ cretbuyer under a deal arranged the SM group scheme, He started x 

= by GSIS president and general to look for buyers and, reported! 
Earn as high as 9% _ Ea ee Pm FE 
has been fighting the SM group's He then invited the SM grou 
Interest p.a. Tax Free! Et (oa a 
‘At such a price, the SM group actually an alternative to the SM Ts-AsiaOtandEneray 
Investment “Interest Rate holdings in the bank can easily group's “merger” offer. 
a ES Rn fetch P18 billion. Reportedly, Tessie Sy Coson is 
P 50,000 - 99,999.00 8.000% But the SM group only spent a entertaining the GSIS proposal, 
little more than P10 billion for but then again, she lays down RMI 

P100,000 - 499,999.00 8.250% teshars. iuvenes pol 


. epa 

Thus the SM groupisonlygo- Now, in financial markets, they n Miguel Corn B 

P500,000 - 999,999.00 8.500% ingtonabePBbilion Nosweit have this thing called “open (Moni Ra 0” 
— 


Umar Rat 

- quote.” This requires you to post Varie Corp. 

P 1,000,000 - 4,999,999.00 8.750% NOW, its one hing for Tese Sy certain pros tone price- peesaa oeei 
5 Coson to sell the SM group's in- both ways, either selling or buy- Kotem Pndonnes Ine 

5,000,000 - up 9.000% Coen AP EPCI at sich a hand. ing Ir means that if you are sell. Powiccatea€op 


saates may henge vido ptrvctcn | some profit, and she must get ing something at P95, you should geog Resouces inc. 


CASH, at that. also buy the same thing at the 
Butitisquiteanotherforherto same price, no questions asked. ‘Abacus Con Res & Hg A 
& Bank of Co! 
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mmerce pay CASH for the EPCIB holdings — les one of the beauties of the [- Bis. Res Ine. 


mis Bn 
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ofthe SSS—and at that same at- free market. Itis, in a word, FAIR. 
Call us at 812-0000 locals 2250 / 2439 / 2233 / 2465 tractive price. And so here we have the SM. 
LII Wd Res Remember, a few years ago, group, willing to sell at P95 a 
"io 7527 for Globe, or 0317-8902327 for non-Globe users. the SM group tried to buy the EP- share, cash, and no due diligence. — SE Nest € Meas 
Member: PDIC & Megalink. Deposits insured upto P250,000 per degastor CIB holdings of the SSS for only In comparison, it is offering to  $aenotan Cons indus lc. 
43 a share——payable after seven pay for the EPCIB shares of the  Dudttoisng D 
years, at that! SSS and the GSIS with, well, “cer- 
EI ES And then, after the SM group tificates” (i.e. NOT cash), and ata {Summ Moidings inc. 
FLEET MANAGEMENT SERVIC a at ee EE 
gute 500, P^ Menlo Buildin CIB last year, and Tessie SyCoson Methinks that, through her Pod mis nc 
Vite ys dt left the board of Banco de Oro to own words as told to media, Prime Mega Hodna ine 
a mita, Manlia e sit on the board of EPCIB, she Tessie Sy Coson already shot SemGxp os °P 


gave the other EPCIB stockhold- dead the BDO "merge" (Le. Sirom nemunas l 


ers another bad offer. takeover”) proposal. ‘not es & Holdings Co 
AFFIDAVIT OF LOSS She wanted to “merge” EPCIB How can anybody in the SSS, "eren = 
with BDO. This meant that the which is the staunchest ally of Ayala Land ine. 

Notice is hereby given that Fleet Management Services | Sss and the GSIS would not get Tessie Sy Coson in the EPCIB iv 
Philippines, Inc. Stock Certificate Nos. 1 and 7 for 7.497 and | CASH for their shares in EPCIB, takeover, now justify it to the 
4,250 shares respectively, in the name of Atiy. A.B.F. Gaviola, || but only some more pieces of pa- members? 
Jr. 8 for 1,250 shares in the name of Ms. Ma. Corazon D. 5 Look, the SM group stands to 
‘Cruz and 9 for 1 share in the name of Ms. Jeannette T. Tumbali ‘Under the proposal, thepricing make P8 billion—CASH. And Penegoes 
were reported lost, per their affidavits on file. for EPCIB shares was also ap- what, in comparison, will the SSS Ercole 
Anyone who may have claims against the above may notify pallingly low—at about P64 a members get from the SM [err a 
the office. share. Of course, Tessie Sy Coson | group— pieces of paper? fignianos Pome înc. 


oe 
later announced in media that rp es 8 
if no claims are presented within 1 year from the last date of [| her offer was still negotiable. This 


ook Pru Properties 
publication, replacement certificates therefor will be issued. 


There is no doubt now that (sai andine 
isone wise billionaire’sbaby,Itell Garcia is going to town with his farted Cons int 8 
Manila, February 16, 2006. you! $ P95 a share pricing. Megawon 
sen ‘Yesterday, in fact, the SSS com- 
(Sgd.) MARIE JOSEPHINE C. SUAREZ | AT THAT time, by the way, you mission en bane (minus of course 
Corporate Secretary would have guessed correctly the well-traveled SSS president 
16 23,2006) that something was cooking and CEO Corazon de la Paz) was [cru i 
when Tessie Sy Coson herself ready to decide to accept Garcia's 
attractive offer. 85-000 Broadcasting Corp. 


ES De la Paz, You See,  pgtueromPhisinc. 
PC MAGAZINE PHILIPPINES AND INTEL MICROELECTRONICS PHILIPS » made the SSS study  sbeTescom lee 
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PRESENT a. the SM group “merg- Pai tong D8 ce. 
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Forinstance, the mar- Asian Terminais ine. 
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MAGAZINE ee dy Mie 
Mi ft per, while Garcia has fogs phis Hotel corp. 


E- sig gA 
e SM group 
A NATIONWIDE series of SEMINARS on making INFORMATION | 227 5,47 ot [uem 


TECHNOLOGIES work for SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESSES <a acon cop 
+ How computer technologies can help your business — Networking and communications strategies group in this cute ad- Piotr con 


naima «Wels toil P mination of Glori, eene 
«Financing your IT investments «Wireless technologies» Security aeta can still force  Sperhinng i 
ane es 2 2 the deal uponthe SSS 


5 and the GSIS. You 
For reservations, please fax 
this to 759-2022 to 24 or email know—just brazenly! 
details to editors@pemag.ph 


MAKATI CITY Bear... : 
Dusit Hotel Nikko, Ayala Center || pere Votan ind 
8:30am to 5:00pm crease ininvestments eusife tie A 


thisyearwouldhinge Wee epar 


ly on the govern- Peto Ras Corp. 


March 28 For RETAIL/ WHOLESALE | Ex ausser p 
and SALES-ORIENTED ize ds tage ime REX 


provement ín the 


BUSINESSES country's infrastruc- Plot {tox Pr 


LOT Ios Pre! Saris Aa 
tue. RIT 10m Pret Sones Bo 


March 30 For MANUFACTURING- || a DeDeammerto! scanna cop pan 
ORIENTED BUSINESSES fase P75 bilion im 


additional revenues EGURRENC 
from the VAT Reform March 22, 2008 T Peso 

March 31 For PROFESSIONAL ia Law, which raised the County Equivalent Equivalent Equivalent 

SERVICES ea VAT rate from 10 to United States oar I NET 
: 5 12 percent and ex. japan m 0.007052 852 

For more information, please call Jede coverage  vausdXingdom Pound Vs 1747600 88.2019 
813-4396 / 840-0196 / 813-6848 = overage ^ Hong Kong Dollar 0.106573 0.128879 6.5849 
Local 804 to 805. of the tax to include — Switeriand Frane 0.635411 0.768403 39.2608 
oil and elecmicity. Comm Donar D NE NE S 

: ——S u singapore lat 051136 j i 
nder he fiscal pro, Anda Dolar iss  o7is922 385793 
PROVINCIAL TOUR gom it Bahrain Dinar” 2.194307 2653576 135.5818 
the P75 billion would Saudi Arabla Rial 0.220484 0266691 13.6232 
à ^ : be allocated for in- Brune! Dolar cM NE 
For all owners of small and medium businesses in retail'wholesale, manufacturing, or professional services. | — frastructure. Indonesia. Rupiah 0.000091 0.000110 0.0056 


Thatand Baht 0021293 0.025750 13087 
DAVAO CITY CEBU CITY ANGELES, PAMPANGA x Ed UG Ditam üzisó;  ozraza 139128 
The Marco Polo D. Marriott Hotel Holiday Inn Clark the Philippines might — turo Euro 1000000  — 1208900 61.7880 

0 Javao it iday mot yet get an up- Argentina Peso 0.268918 0325203 — 166159 

April 20,2006 o 8:30am to 5:00pm May 11,2006 @ 8:30am to 5:00pm Juno 8, 2006 e 8:30am to 5:00pm gradeinitscreditra. Srazi Real 0382898 0.462963 736548 
Big this year, as rar. Da Kroner asao 0.162059 — 82802 


Seminar fee is just PhP500.00. Inclusive of: Buffet lunch, morning & afternoon snacks, ing agences wanted = Malaysia ae gmo — m om 
Now Pe 


and a 6-month subscription to PC Magazine. to see first whether Mexico Peso O07H46 — 009224 — AITM 

the — government Now Zealand Dolar O5M90) 0622704 — 31814 

Selected pricpart shal be conlacted por loe event and shal be given instucšons on how to forward payment Once payment is rested, | could actually realize SoumAlnca kroner p E 7782 
- E o n: 

Sa cod papers thi be gwen CONFIRMATION CODES Oniy ierste partes wih corümatoncafesshalbearsgisimioRe semet | irs target revenues Korea Rand DOE NE 
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Malampaya oil 
project seen 
to start soon 


Terms of service, 
tripartite deal signed 


By Abigail L. Ho velopment and production period 
will begin within 60 days before 
the end of the re-appraisal period. 

Also, the DOE, PNOC and the 
Malampaya consortium inked a 
tripartite agreement aimed at en- 
suring that the development of 
the oil rim would not endanger 
the Malampaya gas reservoir. 

‘The agreement specifies a "pro- 
duction and operating zone” for ac- 
tivities to be carried out under the 
terms of service for the oil leg. 

A “no-entry zone" is defined 
under the agreement to protect 
the existing infrastructure in- 
stalled and operated by the Ser- 
vice Contract 38 consortium. 

‘The agreement also prescribes 
indemnity and insurance ar- 
rangements for the protection of 
the natural gas operations. To en- 
sure that gas and oil production 
will proceed safely, the DOE will 
form and lead an oversight and 
coordinating committee 

The terms of the services and 
the tripartite agreement were 
signed in compliance with Execu- 
tive Order No. 473 issued by 
Malacafiang to facilitate the “im- 
mediate exploration, develop- 
ment and production of crude 
oil” from the Malampaya oil rim. 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, 
Philippine National Oil Co. and 
the Malampaya Deep Water Gas- 
to-Power project consortium 
have signed two pacts that will 
pave the way for the develop- 
ment of the Malampaya oil rim. 
‘The first, which is between the 
DOE and PNOC, involves the 
terms of service for the re-ap- 
praisal and development of and 
production from the oil rim, 
Under the terms of service, 
PNOC may partner with third- 
party entities for the re-appraisal, 
development of and crude pro- 
duction from the Malampaya 
reservoir. 
"The state firm or its subsidiary, 
PNOC Exploration Corp., toget 
er with the third-party will start 
re-appraisal operations on the oil 
rim within six months from the 
signing of the terms of service. 
‘Re-appraisal operations by 
means of geological, geophysical, 
geochemical and even driling and 
well testing will be conducted to 
determine the commercial viability 
of the crude oil reserves in the rim. 
If oil reserves in the rim would 
be'of commercial quantity, the de- 
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Coconut exports rose 60% in January 


By Ronnel W. Domingo MT; copra meal to 38,249 MT, 
and oleochemicals to 13,985 MT 
in copra equivalent. 

However, desiccated coconut 
exports during the period 
dropped 31.4 percent to 6,349 
MT from 9,259 MT. 

The European market account- 
ed for 64,413 MT or 65.9 percent 
of the country's total coconut oil 
export for the month while the 
United States got 16,377 MT or 
168 percent. 

The Philippines is the US’ 
leading source of lauric oil im- 
ports. It bought from the Philip- 
pines 299,863 MT of coconut 
oil im 2005. This meant the 
country accounted for 71 per- 
cent of the US’ coconut oil im- 
ports and 46 percent of its total 
imports of oils that produce lau- 
ricacid. 


Lauric oils such as coconut oil 
and palm kernel oil are used in 
the production of confectioner 
fats, ice cream, soaps and oleo- 
chemical products. 

In the meantime, South Korea 
remained the top market for co- 


pra meal, accounting for 17,638 
MT or 46.1 of exports in Jan- 
wary. 

"Vietnam took a third of the 
Philippine copra meal shipments 
or 12,911 MT, while New Zealand 
had a fifth or 7,700 MT. 


LOAN PROBLEMS? 


* Do you need loans for working, 
capital and business expansion ? 

= Do you have past due loans that 
need to be restructured 7 

= Is your bank foreclosing or i 


THE VOLUME OF COCONUT 
based products shipped out of the 
country in January jumped 59.5 
percent to 179,000 metric tons in 
copra equivalent. 

Preliminary data from the 
United Coconut Associations of 
the Philippines showed that the 
January shipment was much 
higher than the 112,000 MT of 
coconut products exported in 
January 2005. 

UCAP said all major coconut- 
based products, except desiccat- 
ed coconut, posted substantial 

wth. Coconut oil shipments 
grew by 69.3 percent; copra 
meal, 96 percent, and oleochemi- 
cals, 125.1 percent. 

The group said coconut oil ex- 
port volume climbed to 97,751 


bank foreclosed your collateral? 
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We can help you! 


DIOMAMPO CONSULTING CORPORATION 
BF LEGASPI SUTES, T Salcudo St, Legaspi Wage, Mala Cy 
Tek Nos. 812414 - 8184480 Fax No, 6193294 dloconsuting yahoo.com 


== — PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
PNOC SS olencrncea te hoe ERG arenes MIU 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) invites interested 
PN esclor registered win Ine Phappene Contractors Accredtalion Board (PCAB) 
Si csenfad at teas os Category C&D/IAC Smal Sub-Category B for General 
Engineering or General Bulking lo apply for eigity and to bd forthe project 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE LEYTE GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION 
FIELD (LGPF) PAD 405 AND PAD 407 PIPE TRENCHES 
EDC 06-021 
The Approved Budget is P4,287 910.00 chargeable against PNOC-EDC fund. The 
{oriract duration s 120 calendar days. 
 Appleation Forms for Eighty and Bid Documents may be secured Torm the PNOC- 
Ele Contracts Adminstraton Group (CON A Neolasora) staring March 23,2006 
ton payment ol a non relundabie fee ol Pesos: Fare Hundred Pesos (Php 500.00). 
Site inspection shall be conducted on April Zt, 2006, 10 A.M. at the Leyte 
Stotnermal Produchon Field (LGPF) For te purpose of clanfyng certain issues, 
ereid conference wil beheld on April 25, 2005, 10:00 A.M. al PNOC-EDC, T 
Fiber Butang 5. PNOC-EDC, Fort Bonfaco. Taguig Cty, Metro Mania. 
‘Applications for Elgity and sealed bids shall be received by the PNOC-EDC 
Elles Administ aton Group st PNOC-EDC. 1st Floor Bulding 5. Fort Bondaci. 
Sagra Cay Metro Mania. not later than 2:00 pm. on Mey 4, 2008 and shall bo 
pasay opened mene thoreater 
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PNOC-EDC reserves the righ to reject any or all bids or parts thereof, to waive any Enmane, Amana Maan DUM, 
icenaityteren. o abort ine boing process to accepi such bids orto award any amas nc 

n oline mork to any bidder whose bis considered most advantageous to PNOC- 
Ee. 
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BDO completes 
integration of 
UOB branches 


By Doris C. Dumlao HP Smort Office 


Solutions 
BANCO DE ORO UNIVERSAL BANK HAS 
completed the integration of the local branch- 
es of Singapore-based United Overseas Bank 
into its network. 

The move brought BDO's branch network 
to 220, the bank told the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change yesterday. 

Of the 66 branches acquired from UOB, 31 
were converted into BDO branches, four were 
relocated, and 31 were consolidated into ex- 
isting BDO branches. 

BDO, the country's seventh biggest bank 
with assets of P197 billion as of end-2005, 
plans to redeploy the 31 unused branch li 
censes in other strategie areas in the country. 
This will eventually increase its network to 
251 branches. 

BDO signed an agreement with UOB 
Philippines to acquire the latter's branch 
banking business in May 2005. 

"Roth institutions intend to explore means 
to expand this partnership, particularly in the 
areas of trade finance, consumer lending and 


F 


usenesiaetonid 


private banking in the Philippines as well as in 
the region,” BDO said. 

“The integration process, which com- 
menced in Dec. 19, 2005, took less than three 
months to complete," the bank said. 

In exchange for the branches turned over 
to BDO, UOB will get a 2.3-percent stake and 
one board seat in BDO to pilot-test a potential 
strategic partnership. 

BDO earlier issued by way of private place- 
ment about 22.43 million common shares to 
UOB Philippines for P22.75 per share. 

"he local bank took over all but one of 
UOB's branches and about P11 billion worth 
of deposit liabilities but did not assume any of 
its non-performing assets. 


DOTC drops bid ... 


Frompage Bl 


dizes up to 48 percent of the cost of ferrying a 
commuter from an originating station to the 
destination. 

For the MRT system to be profitable, he 
said that the maximum fare for each passen- 
ger commuting from end-to-end would be ap- 
proximately P72. 

Mamondiong said that, even if fares were 
hiked by P10, “we would still be losing mon- 
oy" 

“te will just reduce the [government's] sub- 
sidy" he said. 

Momondiong said the DOTC will ry to pe- 
tition for another fare hike next year, assuring 
that a fare increase this year is out of the ques- 
tion, 

At present, revenues from MRT operations 
are insufficient to cover its rental and mainte- 
nance. Monthly rental fees amount to $3.3 
million for the MRT system. 

MRT also owes about P500 million to its 
Japanese maintenance contractor Sumitomo. 

ts 20 trains ferry an average of 460,000 
passengers daily, and ridership is expected to 
hit as much as 600,000 by yearend. 
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The HP Compoq nx9040 Notebook PC, powered by an Intel® Celeron® M Processor, 
comes with a generous hard drive capacity of 40GB, enough fo store most of 
your important files! And if that’s not enough, o builtin combo drive lets you 
archive your most previous data on a recordable CD. Plus, o spacious 15” screen 
provides o bigger reol estate for working with spreadsheets ond presentations. 
So contact an authorized HP reseller today ond experience the affordable 
mobile performance of the new HP Compag nx9040 Notebook PC for yourself 


SMART ADVICE 
SMART TECHNOLOGY 
SMART SUPPORT 


Complete your mobile office experience GE (ESS 
‘with Microsoft? Office Basis. 5 an C 


© ot 1848 814400 Wi yes Hf Compaq. m9040 
(Nasebook. PC and onjoy o completa wite of 
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— - PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - 


Republic of the Philippines 
OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 
Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City 


BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS 
In Compliance with RA 7041 


HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DIVISION 


1. HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OFFICER I~ Item No. 
OMBA HRMOI-2-1998; SG11 

Education : Bachelor's degree; Experience: None required; 
Training: None required; Eligibility: Career Service Professional / 
Second Level Eligibility. 

2. HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT - Item 
No. OMBA HRMAS-3-1998; SGB 

Education: Completion of two years studies in college; Experience: 
1 year of relevant experience; Training: 4 hours of relevant raining; 
Eligibility: Career Service Subprofessional / First Level Eligibility 


‘Applicants should submit within ten (10) calendar days from the 
date of this publication to the Human Resource Management 
Division at the above address, the following requirements: 


A letter stating the position applied for; 

Duty accomplished Personal Data Sheet (CSC Form 212); 

1" x 1" picture (colored); 

* Bar/Board Rating or CSC Certificate of Eligibility; 

* Transcript of Records; 

Certificates of Seminars / Training attended; 

* Service Records or Certificates from previous/present 
employers stating the positions assumed and corresponding 
actual duties and responsibilities (If applicable 

* Performance Appraisal Reports for the last two rating periods 
(for current government employees only): 

Statement duly signed by the applicant as to any relative(s) 
within the fourth degree of consanguinity or affinity, currently 
‘employed with the Office of the Ombudsman. 


* Where photocopies are filed, the documents must be certified as 


The Metro 


FILINVEST LAND, INC. 


ww filinvcstland.com 


‘COUNTRY AMERICAN CHERRY HOUSE MODEL 
idsqn unable oor rs BR-2 TBB- Balcony Capo 
Near UP, Ateneo, Miriam & various malls 


Open House on March 25, 2006 
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put REER ne 


Call us at 721-0771 


Bank and In-house payments avallabi 


CLASSIFIEDS 
ee 


CORTE 
BELLA 


Reput o ho Prisons 
Department of Social Welfare and Development 
Tula Ofce VL VH. dai Par St. Molo, oto Ciy 
Tet No (033) 396-8626 Fax Na (033) 336-54-28 
‘Emel fe6 e dewd govph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“Tha Deparment c Social Welle and Development trough GOP-PDAF-2006-08- 
To inion to spn me su ct Eight lion Pesos (8,000,000 00) bing he Approved 
‘Bugg tor ine Contract (ABC) 1o payors under na coniract tor ho SUPPLY AND 
BELWERY OF VARIOUS SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS FOR PUBLIC 
[ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS INTHE 4th DISTRICT OF ILOILO. Bs. 
frexcess ci a ABC shat be automaticaly rejected at Bd Opening 


The Department of Socia! Wear and Development, ough hs Bids and Awards 
Ternate now ines Bis rom egeta Bidders ort Supply and Devan o Various 
‘Schoo Suoptes and Materiais lor Pubic Emartary and igh Schoo pupils Delivery 
Sine GOODS is required by May 16-26, 2006 during alice hours at DSWD Fd fice 
TAMA ce Paer St: Mor loto Chy The description of an gia Scar contained 
Secon c the Bidang Document, IT 


‘ising vili be conducted tough open compalive bidding procedures using non- 
ocretonary passe crar 9 speclad in ma implementig Flos and Pegulalons. 
PRA A (RRA of Repub Aci 9184 (R.A 9184) onerwso rom as ine Government 
Procurement Relorm Act” and is estcied 1o Filo cliens/cie propratorips, 
griasons wi ai lest sity percent (60%) ires or outstanding cop soc 
alocgeg to czens cl 1e Phppies, and 10 cons or organizations of a country 
Se aus or regstons cf wii gran sinlar rrt or pages o iino clzene, 
parecen io Rapubic ACISTES (RA 5165) ond subiecto Commonwealth Ad 138 (C.A. 
fam. ny aca rom Beaders who pass he agb check walbe opened. The process 
Jor a obgmty chock i descri in Sacton 1l of the Bing Documents T8. The 
aor wah te Lowest Cacuted Bid (LCE) shal advance othe post-qualication 
Stage in order to Ina dotermine to responsiveness ofthe bid 1o technical and 
nsrciaequrements o projec. Tha contac shal on be awarded lona Lowest 
Casais and Response Bidder (LORE) who was deteminod as such during the 
post quaiticton proceduro 

Interested Bidders may obtain further information rom the Deparment ol Socal 
Watere and Development Fed Otice Vi and inspect the Ging Documents al the 
ires gen below fom Ba m 10S p.. 

BAC Secretariat, Supply Unit 

[DSWD Field Office Vi MLH. del Pilar St, Molo, lllo City 

Tel No (033) 2965425, (033) 3965428 

A complete set ot Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested bidders trom 
the acóress below and upon payment cl a nonralundable foe inthe amount o Two 
‘Thousand Five Hundred Pesos Orly (Php 500.00) The mathogol payment wil be. 
in mne form of Cash. The Bading Decumenis chal be received personaly by he 
mrospechre Brier ccs duy authori roprasatati 


The Deparment of Social Ware and Development Fai Otos VI wil hol a Pre 


es Division of 


true copies by the proper authorities or the applicant may present 
the originals to the Human Resource Management Officer for 
‘comparison with the photocopies. 


A PROGRESSIVE COMPANY, HEAVY ON 
INVESTMENT PROMOTION, URGENTLY SEEKS 
QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS FOR THE FF: 


ATTORNEY IV — BAR Passer; w/ 2 years of relevant 
experience; w/ 8 hours of relevant training/seminar. 
ACCOUNTANT Il — CPA, with 1 year financial and 
accounting work experience w/ 4 hours of relevant 
training/seminar. 

NURSE - Nursing Board Passer; w/ 1 year of relevant 
experience; w/ 4 hours of relevant training/seminar. 
ENTERPRISE SERVICES OFFICERS — Bachelor's 
degree holder with CS Professional Eligibility 

DATA ENCODER Ii — Bachelor's degree holder w/ 1 


year of relevant experience; w/ 4 hours of relevant 
training/seminar; w/ CS Professional Eligibility. 


poiana, a 


Bid Conference open toa teresa partes on March 23, 2005, 10:00 a.m. at no. 
DSWO Conference Trang Contr, MH. del lar St, Molo, loto Cl. 
Bs end ety requrements must be delivered to the adress below on or batoro 
Apt titia foam Mibanmesieeonpanadby ABS Secon nate 

Cash, certc check, cashors check, bank drat or revocata lero cred 

{Ge ot Pr $000 000.00 or Php 80,000.00) 

b. Barx Guarantee (15% of Pp 5,000000 00 or Pho 120,000.00) 

© Surety Bod (25% of Pp 8000100000 or Php 200000 00) 
cor an equivalent amount in a rely convertble coron. Late Bids shall not be 
accepted 
Bi epening shal be on Ape 4, 2006 at 200 pm al the DSWD Conterence/Taining 
Genter MH. ca Par St, Molo, oto Cy. Bids wil be opened in ha presence of he 
‘Steers epresentatvos who choose 1o attend a! e address below. 
‘DS WO ConteroncerTralning Center 
MH. del Par St, Molo, lolo Cty 
Tei No. (039) 3985425, (033) 3985428 
(Sga) JOEL P. GALICIA 
GE- Assistant Regional Directora 

7, Bids end Awards Commition 


(POM 1e 823.2008) 


IMMEDIATE HIRING 


Mktg./Mktg. Services Employees 
Pls. Call: Ms. Grace Jayme 


Send resumé with 2x2 picture & pertinent credentials to: 
P.O. Box 3403 


Makati Central Post Officer 
1274 Makati City 


722-1144 


POEA 24-HR HOTLINES 


* 122-1195 


at 851-7030 and 851-7020 to 24 
FEDERATED DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
FDI Bldg. Queensway Ave. cor. 

V. de Leon St. Bo. ibayo 
Parafiaque City 


on pages 
AG, A13, 
B2& B3 
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$ _CAPT.TEOFILO ff 
8 TUMACAY CALIMAG, JR. # 


Retired Philippine Airlines Boeing 747-400 Captain 
Of Tuguegarao, Cagayan. 


Peacefully joined his Creator on March 22, 2006. 


His bereaved wife Iderlina; 
children Jerry & Elaine, Peter, Jojo & Jean; 
grandchildren Ma. Katrina, Anna Patricia, 
Kevin Matthew, Sofia Andrea & Niccolo Angelo; 
relatives & friends request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Shrine Parish, 
Mt. Carmel Chapel, 
Dofia Juana Rodriguez Ave., New Manila, 
Quezon City. 


Interment will be announced. 


THE 


ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


*Elegant & Spacious Chapels US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


THE HUMAN RESOURCE MAN- 
agement Development Center 
(HRMDC) of the Personnel Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines. 
(PMAP) partners with University of 
Makati in holding a certificate 
course in Compensation Manage- 
ment to equip the participants with 
the relevant knowledge, attitudes, 
and skills in the exercise of the 
human resource development. 
functions. PMAP and the faculty of 
University of Makati designed the 
Certificate in Labor Relations (CLR) 
course, which will run for eight 
Saturdays starting May 13 to July 1, 
2006 at the Graduate Schoo! 
Bullding of University of Makati in 


gow 


Ses 
OUR MOST BELOVED FATHER 5 


1 PERCIVALB.PADUA ` 


"PERCY" j 
Pescefully joined our Creator. | 
on March 19, 2006 at theage of 74. — | 
His wife TITA NAVAL PADUA, | 
children & grandchildren will forever | 
remember his intelligence, sense of 
humor, tenderness & love for what life | 
could ober. | 
His remains ieat #20 Union St, SanJose, | 
Navotas. 
Interment will take place at the 
Immaculate Garden Memorial Park, 
Navotas after the 200 p.m. Mass at San 
Jose Parish Church. 
3 Contact Person: Aboy 2839214 


Ricky 2824222 


RES Ed 


WANTED 
SECRETARY 


dust 
Computar, lena. 
Pleaso bring Bio-data ih 
onecipl ol records at 
Tech Hardware 
63 1Aurora Bld 
Cubao, QC. 
Tel. No. 421-2070 


GARMA CLINIC 
WO SPECIALIST 


GONORRHEA, WARTS 
mus sro vespes 


‘ADULT CIRCUMCISION 
Paicess Bloons 


[ALLERGIES RE-CURRENT 
UT, ALMORANAS, 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
INFERTILTYAMPOTENCE 
|MOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL 
ELODPAP SMEAR 
COMPLETE LABORATORY 
Garma 84g, No.8 Purto St, 
Cubao, Q.C. 

OPENS Alto 6 PM MON: to SAT, 


TEL: NOS. 4392706 
4373898/9139474. 


Tindahan 
Natin outlets 
open in NE 


‘ABOUT 400 FAMILIES 
from Sitio Pinaltakan, 
Barangay Caballero and 
Barangay Militar, Fort 
Magsaysay in Palayan 
City, Nueva Ecija will 
now have access to 
low-priced NFA rice and 
noodles as three more 
Tindahan Natin outlets 
were accredited in thelr 
respective barangays 
recently. President 
Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo personally 
awarded the certificate 
to operate to the two 
Tindahan Natin 
operators during her 
visit in the province to 
inaugurate the housing 
project for soldiers 
under the adminis- 
tration’s Pangkabuha- 
yang Gawad sa Maka- 
bagong Army program. 
The project is jointly 
implemented by the 
National Food Author- 
ity, Department of 
Social Welfare and 
Development and the 
Local Government 
Units with the support 
of non-government and. 
people's organizations. 


PMAP, University of Makati partner for 


Certificate in Labor Relations 


West Rembo, Makati City. The CCM 
course is part of PMAP's Diploma in 
Human Resource Management 
(OHAM) program. Completion of 
five PMAP certificate courses merits 
a post-graduate Diploma in Human 
Resource Management. The other 
certificate courses are Certificate In 
Human Resource Planning and 
Acquisition (formerly Recrultment- 
Selection Placement), Certificate in 
Organization Development, Certifi 
cate In Compensation Management, 
and Certificate in Human Resource 
Management (CHRD). For other 
Information, PMAP may be 
contacted thru telephone numbers 
726-1532/81/88. 


OBITUARIES 
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FILEMON S. PADIERNOS 


of Gapan, Nueva Ecija 
Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on March 21, 2006 at the age of 75. 


His loving wife, FRANCISCA; children Ray & Jona, Roy & Ruth, Gay 
& Janette, May & Arnold, Joy & Carlos; grandchildren, brother and 
sisters, nephews, nieces, other relatives and friends request the pious 


readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at his residence in Mangino, Gapan, Nueva Ecija 
and will be transferred to Manila at Imperial Chapel, La Funeraria Paz, 
Araneta Avenue, Q.C. on Friday, March 24, 2006 at 12:00 noon. 


Interment will be held on March 25, 2006, 10:30 a.m. at Heritage Park 


after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 


“For God so loved the world; that He gave His only. =. - 
=" begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 


shall not perish but have evel 


lasting life.” John3:16 


THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2006 


PEACE AND ORDER CONDITION AND ECO- 
nomic development are closely intertwined. 
One is indispensable to the other. Economic 
development can be pursued only within a 
peaceful environment. When the economy is 
doing good, there is a better chance of a 
peaceful environment. And this is particularly 
true in Mindanao. 

This is not to simplify the complex issues of 
peace and development in Mindanao. These 
issues have socio-political and cultural roots. 
However, history and reality tell us that eco- 
nomics is also an important factor. 

‘That is why the government, business and 
nongovernment organizations have always 
put peace on top of their economic develop- 
ment agenda. Peace and development have 
always been a main topic in the various con- 
ferences, These include the annual summits 
initiated by Kusog Mindanaw, Mindanao 
Commission of Women, NGOs, business 
groups and media. These initiatives manifest 
the acknowledgment by the various stake- 
holders in Mindanao that peace and develop- 
ment must go together. 

Various foreign donors have also signified 
intention to continue supporting peace and 
development initiatives in Mindanao, includ- 
ing livelihood projects particularly for disad- 
vantaged sectors. 

Recently, the 4th Bangsamoro Summit was 
held in Sulu, Organized by the Province of Su- 
lu, in collaboration with the Mindanao Peo- 
ples Peace Movement, the summit gathered 
about 50 participants from various sectors of 
the tri-people community at the Tabang Sulu 
Hall in an effort to contribute to efforts to forge 
lasting peace and development in Mindanao. 

The summit consolidated insights of vari- 
ous sectors on peace building initiatives in the 
region and served as a forum to assess the 
livelihood programs initiated for former com- 
batants of the Moro National Liberation Front 


Consumers ask 
Napocor to 
match rates 

of Meralco IPPs 


A NORTHERN LUZON-BASED CONSUMER 
group recently urged the National Power 
Corp. to match the lower rates charged by in- 
dependent power producers of distribution 
utility Manila Electric Co. (Meralco) “to give 
countryside consumers respite from rising 
electricity costs.” 

The Timpuyog Mannalon Amianan aired 
the call following the reduction of Meralco 
generation charges by some 8.23 centavos 
per kilowatt-hour last month resulting from 
increased purchase of power by the Lopez- 
owned firm from its IPPs and reduced off-take 
from Napocor. 

Meralco earlier reported that higher dis- 
patch by its IPPs in February reduced overall 
generation costs and the associated trans- 
mission charges. Meralco also said power 
from its IPPs are cheaper by 68.35 centavos 
per kilowatt hour than power sourced from 
Napocor. 

On the other hand, generation cost for 
Napocor-supplied power is higher by 21 cen- 
tavos per kwh, and transmission cost more ex- 
pensive by 47.3 centavos per kwh compared 
to power supplied by Meralco IPPs. Overall, 
Meralco IPP-supplied power is cheaper by 
68.4 centavos. 

‘The group warned that more expensive 
Napocor generation rates “could be responsi- 
ble for the slow growth of commerce and in- 
dustries in the countryside." 

She noted that the higher rates charged by 
Napocor are “puzzling, given that the genera- 
tors of the state-owned firm are older and 
therefore must have been erected at lower 
cost than more recent generators.” 


.. GOINGS-ON | 
SGS’ ISO 22000 seal 


SGS PHILIPPINES INC., THE LOCAL AFFILIATE 
of Switzerland-based SGS, has launched the ISO 
22000 certification program. 

The program was Introduced In a series of fo- 
rums in March which were attended by more than. 
200 executives and managers representing more 
than 70 companies from varlous businesses. 
Held simultaneously in Davao and Cebu, and 
most recently in Metro Manila, each five-hour fo- 
rum included an overview of the 1S0 22000 certi- 
fication program as well as presentations on how 
this certification process complements other 
‘management standard systems. 

Formally known as the ISO 22000 Food Safety 
Management Systems, ISO 22000 is the new 
global food safety management standard from 
the International Organization for Standardization 
(ISO) that incorporates ali the elements of previ- 
‘ous certification programs. 


Globe supports SMEs 

GLOBE TELECOM supported the recently con- 
cluded Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Expo held 
at the Market! Market! in Fort Bonifacio Global 
ciy. 

At the two-day expo, Globe presented the 
many connectivity services it was offering to 
small and medium enterprises (SME) and corpo- 
Tate markets. These include Globelines Broad- 
band of innove Communications. 

Globe puts together Globelines Broadband, its 
wireless service Globe Handyphone, and wiraline 
connectivity Globelines Into one package for the 
‘SMEs and corporate clients. The Go Negosyo En- 
trepreneurship Expo was organized by the Philip- 
pine Center for Entrepreneurship. 
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Bottom up approach to peace 2-mo additional revenue 
from VAT short of target 


DOF expects collection to improve 


MINDANAWORLD 


Joji Ilagan-Bian 


(MNLF). 

Although there are many other summits 
initiated by different sectors, itis good to have 
summits especially organized for the tri-peo- 
ple. There is no better substitute to touching 
base with and getting the pulse of the people 
in the communities who know best how to 
properly address their concerns. 

‘The results of the 4th Bangsamoro Summit 
should serve as an important reference to oth- 
er sectors and organizations who hold period- 
ic conferences and consultations. While the 
summit may be area- and sector-specific, the 
approaches and strategies employed in suc- 
cessfully implementing livelihood programs 
in the Moro communities may help other or- 
ganizations in enhancing their programs to 
dovetail with the needs of the target benefi- 
caries. 

‘Again, there is no substitute to touching 
base. There is no such thing as conclusive as- 
sumptions and presumptions in working for 
peace and development in Mindanao. No one 
knows better than the people in the commu- 
nities themselves. 

Goji Iagan Bian is an advocate for Min- 
danao; chair of Mindanaworld Foundation and 
Joji llagan Foundation; commissioner, Charter- 
change Advocacy Commission, and Mindanao 
representative, Export Development Council. 
Email comments to jofibian2@yahoo.com) 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REV- 
enue failed to meet its revenue target 
for the first two months of the year 
from the Value Added Tax Reform 
Law, which raised the VAT rate to 12 
percent and lifted the exemption of 
oil and electricity. 

‘The BIR has collected ín the first two 
months of the year P2.95 billion in incre- 
mental revenue from VAT. This, however, 
fel short of the BIRS P4.47-billion target. 

‘The Arroyo administration fought 
hard to get the tax measure approved 
in Congress, saying it would play a 
big role in achieving the govem- 
ments medium-term goal of wiping 
out its budget deficit by 2008. 

But the BIR had a rough start this year, 
collecting only P780 million incremental 
revenue in January This was way off the 
P2.87-billion target set for the month. 

Ts incremental VAT collection rose in 
February to P2.17 billion, higher than 
theP1.6-billion goal for the month. The 
February collection was not enough to 
cover the huge shortfall in January. 

Finance officials expressed confidence 
that the revenue collection of the BIR 


‘would increase in the coming months. 

The Department of Finance, head 
agency of the BIR, had seta target of re- 
ducing the budget deficit to P125 bil- 
lion this year from P146.5 billion last 
year. This, the DOF said, took into con- 
sideration the projection that the VAT 
Reform Law would yield P75 billion in 
additional revenue for the whole year. 

‘According to the fiscal program for 
this year, P52.6 billion of the total in- 
cremental revenue to be raised by the 
government from the VAT law should 
come from the BIR. The remaining 
amount is expected to come from the 
Bureau of Customs. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves 
earlier said the DOF had directed the 
BIR to implement several administra- 
tive measures to plug VAT leakages 
which, if not addressed, would defeat 
the purpose of increasing the VAT rate 
and expanding its coverage. 

Economic managers last year admit- 
ted that the tax measure would put pres- 
sure on inflation in 2006, although the 
National Economic and Development 
Authority said the peso strengthening 
had been tempering the inflationary im- 
pact of the VAT law implementation. 


SBMA offers 
airlines up to 
80% discount 


‘THE SUBIC METROPOLITAN AUTHOR- 
ity yesterday said it was offering up to 
80-percent discount on aeronautical fees 
toattract more airline operators. 

Armand C. Arreza, SBMA chief ad- 
ministrator, said airline operators us- 
ing the freeports facilities would now 
enjoy a discount on operational fees 
of 80 percent on weekdays and 60 
percent on weekends, 

"The fees cover the landing and take 
off, parking, lighting and other 
charges like those for the use of navi- 
gational equipment and radar. 

"We are doing this to attract more 
airlines to come and use the Subic 
Bay International Airport," he sai. 

Carriers using SBIA include Inter-Is- 
land Airlines which offers chartered 
flights to Manila and Taiwan; Man- 
darin Air with flights to and from Tai- 
‘wan; Cebu Pacific with flights from In- 
cheon in South Korea; Air Philippines 
with flights to and from Hong Kong. 

Ronnel W. Domingo 
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LifeBook S6240 


ine nn eee ap à uleBock $6240 brings inovative mulimeda features expanding the 


cüssibidies in your wireless word. 


+ a weg sve on 


LifeBook P7120 


'uintenupled web browsing al the tenciest Wii 
"olspot waich your favourite TV programs win the integraled TV tuner; winoss cnsp clear 
rages on the 13: XGA TFT depley. Al hese and more, at less than 1.7." 


LifeBook C1321 


agred for vaue-consol 
a generation intol® Contine 


the uictSoox P7 120 s desynod to impross wih exiromo portly, socuriy and batlery 

ic. ALa gavly-dolirg wegrit ol 1.38g". tis compact personal companion retains al he 
rmadimecta featurcs ol is prodocossar, tho LloBook P7 
simmer siboueti, searrlossy merging style wih productily as never balore. 


"sa 00GB HOO and Dui oye OVO Super Mul Wer 


LifeBook E8020 


7010, xcopl Ihat i cunis an ovon 


jous professionals, he LileBook C1321 features the 
199 Mobile Technology and intel® PRO/MIreless. 
308G network connection to meet the demands of modem users. Integrate. 
3 Graphics Media Accolorator 900 wiih DVMT 3.0 enables briliant 

iphics while an excellent battery le of up to 4 hours allows "nobii. 
xlessionais to work without interruption. Experience greater producthity 

a compete price, 


Top-ol-ho-Ine porlormenco and ula poriabilty ensuros hat the LicBock E8020 
prosonis minimum portable perlormance. tof 915PM Express Chosol providos 
Superor processing technology winie ATI MOBILITY RADEON? X600 PC! Express™ 


(gephics chipset alows for rich mulimedia playback. 


nese sink M a OMS LÀ in aa 


Powered by the next-generation Intel® Centrino® Mobile Technology. 
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Counterfeit dollar notes in RP alarm US 


Top quality ‘supernotes’ fool banks 
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Website up immediately 
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v Powerful features. 
v Update pages anytime 
v Free domain registration and e-mail addresses 
v Website performance report. 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


He noted that the smugglers of those fake 
dollars would not bring their bills for conver- 


AN OFFICIAL OF THE UNITED STATES GOV- sion at the stores. 

emment yesterday raised his grave concern Instead, the fake bills would be brought 

over the smuggling into the Philippines of mostly to banks and even to casinos where 

high-quality counterfeit US dollars or “super- gamblers would exchange the dollars for pesos. 

notes" that fool even banks. Chan added the US was also concerned 
In a roundtable discussion conducted by over the production of fake US dollars in 

the US Treasury, US Secret Service Regional southern Philippines. 

Officer William Chan said US dollar counter- But he noted that the fake notes manufactured 

feiting in the Philippines was “relatively high- locally, unlike those shipped from abroad, could 


Text - itell «space» webready<space> 
your name and contactnumber. 


Visit - http.IIwebready.mindgate.net. 
‘And send to 2975 for Globe E-mail - webready@mindgate.net inis 
‘and Sun and 283 for Smart Call - (632) 638-33-91 or 637-22-57 


er" than in other markets like Guam, Papua be easily detected due to their inferior quality. 
New Guinea and Marianas Islands, although Chan said a similar problem exists in In- 
itwas not the highest in Asia. donesia and Thailand. 

‘Chan agreed that the strong inflows of for- Maja Gracia Malic, representing the cur- 
eign currency from the country's huge pool of rency analysis and redemption division of the 
migrant workers could be one reason why the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, said most of local 
Philippines was vulnerable to the prolifera- banks had likely been hit by fake US dollars. 
tion of fake US dollars. 

He said itwas serious enough a problem for ducting more rigorous training for banks to 
his office to beef up its local surveillance of US better detect fake US dollar bills. 
dollar counterfeiting activities. Noel Delos Reyes, chief of the Philippine 

In 2005, the US and Philippine govem- National Police's Anti-Fraud and Commercial 


But she assured that the BSP was now con- 


ments estimated that local banks had unwit- Crimes Division, said the government was 


tingly accepted at least $15,000 worth of US now investigating the channels were counter- 
dollar bills later discovered tobe fake in Hong feit US dollars pass through. 


‘adison of Mindgate Systems, Inc.| Kong, where US dollars circulated in the Ross Bautista, Executive Officer for Opera- 


Philippines are being cleared. tions and Investigation of the National Bu- 


‘e's not a large amount, but it's not small reau of Investigation, said counterfeiting in 


either,” Chan said. 


the Philippines mostly involved $100 bills. 


Republic of the Philippines 
OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 
Ombudsman Building, Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City 


OFFICE ORDER NO. 05-303 

Series of 2005 

To ALL CONCERNED 

SUBJECT CUSTOMIZED CODE OF CONDUCT FOR OFFICIALS AND 
EMPLOYEES OF THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 
INVOLVED IN THE PROCUREMENT PROCESS 

DATE OCTOBER 20, 2005 

| PURPOSE 

Procurement involves disbursement of pubic funds or funds placed under ls 
oficial custody and the basic rule is thal such funds should be property spent by the 
Office. If the procurement is well managed by those involved in the procurement 
process, then, corruption and wastage of resources are avoided. 

"he Ofice of ihe Ombudsman is commited to the principle ol good governance 
and it has exerted efforts to adhere tothe principle of transparency. accountabilt, 
equi, efficiency, competiiveness and economy in the conduct of its procurement 
of Goods (al items, supplies, materials, equipment and general services) and 
onsuling Services and in contracting Infrastructure Projects. To ensure (he inagriy 
Shine procurement process in the Office, i essential to establish a customized 
Code of Conduct for al its officials and employees involved in the procurement 
process. 

L SCoPE 

This customized Code of Conduct shall apply to all officials and employees of 
the Office who are mvolved in the procurement process, namely: the BAC. the TWG, 
the TIG, he BAC secretariat, the PMS / GSD, the FMS, the Accounting Division. the 
Planning and Budget Division, the Castiering Unit, the Oficials who are signatories 
to the Contracts / Agreements and the respective end-users. 

M. POLICIES AND RULES. 

Section 1. Definition of Terms 

As used herein, the term: 

Procurement - refers to the acquisition of Goods and Consulting 
Services, and Ihe contracting for Inirasiructure Projects by the Office of 
the Ombudsman, 

Goods - refer to ali tems, supplies, materials, equipment and general 
support services. 

Consulting Services - reler to services for Infrastructure Projects and 
other types of projects or actives of Government requiring adequate 
external technical and protessional expertise including advisory and 
Teview services, pre-investment or feasibility studies, design, 
‘constuction supervision, management and related services, and other 
{echnical services or special studies. 

Infrastructure Projects / Civil Works ~ include the construction, 
improvement, rehabitaton, demolion repair estorabon or maintenance 
fof roads and bridges, railways, airports, seaports. communication 
faciities, civil works components of information technology projects 
iigaton, flood control and drainage, water supply santaton, sewerage 
2 solid waste management systems, shore prolecton, energy | power 
and electrification facies, national buldngs, school buiings, hospital 
buildings and other related construction projects of the government. 
Code - refers to the customized Code of Conduct for the Office ofthe 
Ombudsman BAC and the other Committees | Offices involved in 
procurement. 

Offce - refers o the Office of the Ombudsman. 

- Gi - refers to a thing disposed of gratuitously in favor of another, and 
shall include a simulated Sale or a disposition onerous tothe giver. 
Benefit — refers lo a right, privilege, entertainment, exemption or any 
other similar act of liberaiy in favor of another 
BAC Setretanat- raters to the members of the support stall tothe Bids 
and Awards Committee and the custodians ofthe procurement records 
Suppliers / Contractors — reler to persons or group of persons, or enubes 
that supply Goods and Consuling Services and contact for inastucture 
Projects 
BAC ~ Bids and Awards Commitee 
TWG - Technical Working Group 
TIG - Technical inspection Group. 

PMS - Property Management Section 
GSD - General Services Division 
IRR-A - Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A 
COA - Commission on Audit 
NGO - Non-Government Organization 
PS-DBM - Procurement Service Department of Budget and Management 
FMS - Finance and Management Services 
End-user - refers to the oficers and employees of the unit or wich the 
Goods, Consuling Services and Infrastructure Projects are intended. 
Signatories t the Contract rear to the Officials who execute and sign 
tha contrat / agreement forthe Off. 

‘Section 2. General Provisions 

The Chairman and Members of the Ombudsman BAC, TWG, TIG. the BAC 
Secretanat, and he officials and employees of the PMS / GSD, FMS, Panning ard 
Budget Division, Accounting Division, Cashiering Unit, and the signatories to the 
‘conirac, we in the performance oftheir duties and responsibltes as Such, shalt 

2a Adhere strictly to the principles and provisions of laws and rules 

promoting transparency, accountability, equity. efficiency, 
Prolessionalism, competitiveness and economy in procurement 


(PDI - March 9, 16 & 23, 2006) 


2b 


Siicty avoid all situations that may give rise or tend to give rise to situations 
of confici of miarests or suspicons of confit of interesis. Should a coafict 
interest arise. pursuant to Rule V of OMB Office Order Number 05-13 
Gated January 24, 2005, on the Norms of Behavior for Officials and 
Employees of Ihe Office of the Ombudsman, i shall be Ihe duty o! the 
‘concerned oficial or employee to immediately disclose the same to his/her 
immediate supervisor and terminate the same, by way of a written 
declaraton hereol. The wien declaration on conii of interest may be 
done periodically or for every contacting process. 

‘Absolutely reram from soliciting andlor accepting directly or indirectly. 

‘gts and benefits for themseives or for others, from the suppliers, contractors 

Sndior consultants regardless of whether or not sad suppkers, contractors 

andior consultants are transacting business with the Office of the 

‘Ombudsman 

[Absolutely refrain from accepting invitations or offers from suppliers, 

Contractors andlor consultants or their representatives for meetings and 

conlerences outside the Offce. 

Stich retrain from having personal contacts or interactions with suppliers 

contratiors andlor constans. The latier are not alowed fo enter the office 

premises, unless necessary to ansact official business in which case 
free stay shall nol be longer than what is required to finish Ieir offcist 
vransacion 

Siichy adhere tothe mandated tie frames as provided for in Republic Act 

No. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulabons. 

Relrain from unduly influencing or exerting. undue pressure upon any 

member of the BAC or any officer or employee of the procunng entity or 

ce o lke a particular acon which favors, or lends io fever a paricular 

‘suppber, conracior andlor consultant. 

Sinctly retain from inviting as guests and getting as ninongs, ninangs. 

sponsors or donors the supplers / contractors andlor consuliants transacting 

business wih the Office lo avoid closeness and lemilanty as well as the 
percepton hat undue benefit andlor advantage is being gwen lo the member 

Eoncemed of the BAC, TWG, TIG, PMS/GSD, BAC Secretarial. FMS, 

Planning and Budget Divison, Accounting Division, Cashiering Unit, as 

well as signatones to he contract 

Siricty observe the norms of behavior enunciated under Office Order 

Number 05-13 dated January 24, 2005. particularly on the provisions 

Telong to Conlic of Interests and Confidentiality of proceedings. 

Specific Provisions 
For the Bids and Awards Committee — 

The BAC, in the performance ol às duties and responsibilties, shal 

3.1.2 Only have official contacts with suppliers, contractors and/or 
consultants whenever necessary dung the pre-bid conference and 
‘opening of bids. 

3.1.6 Refrain rom entertaining procurement trensactions/queries from 
‘Suppliers, contractors andlor consultants except through the BAC 
Secretariat. 

3.1.c Alland the regular meetings ofthe BAC as scheduled 

For the BAC Secretanat ~ 
The BAC Secretariat, in the performance of ils duties and 

responsibites, shal 

3.2.2 Only have official contacts with suppliers, contractors andlor 
consultants whenever necessary dung the bidding process. 

3.2 Prepare the necessary reportis and proper recording of all 
procurement transactons lo ensure accountabiity and Wansparency 

3.2 Be under the direct control, supervision and monitoring of the BAC. 

For theTechnical Working Group - 

The TWG, in he performance ol is dues and responsibsies, shal: 

3.3.2 Only have official contacts with the concemed suppliers, coniraciors 
andlor consultants whenever necessary during the pre-bid 
Conference, the opening of bs, the evaluation and pest qualification 
process. and belore submission ofthe Evaluabon Report 
Conduct ocular inspections of the suppliers, contractors andlor 
‘consultants business offices, premises, warehouses, outlets, sores 
Sd factories unannounced. Tha date ol ocular inspection and the 
team (o conduct the ocular iaspechon shall be speciied by and wih 
‘ahoiy irom the BAC for monitoring purposes. in no case shel the 
TWG ese other resources than thal of Ihe Office in the conduct of 
‘cular inspection 
Prepare a brief report for the BAC after every ocular inspection 
inócateg the linerary of travel and the expenses incurred. Clams 
Tar refund of expenses shall be properly documented and in 
compliance with the existing auditing and accounting rules and 
regulations. 

3:3 Prepare the Technical Evaluation Report and submit he same tothe 
BAC wihin the prescribed period pursuant to RA No. 9184 and ts 
IRR-A 

For the Technical inspection Group — 

The TIG, in the performance of lis duties and responsibilities, shall: 

3.4.2 Only have olfcial contact with the suppliers or contactors whenever 
necessary dunng the debvery and acceptance o Ihe deivered goods 
or the evaluation ol the performance ofthe general support sernces. 
rendered to the ofice. 


3.4.b Conduct inspections f deliveries of goods and evaluation of 
(general support services rendered fo the Offce by the suppliers 
or contractors: 

inthe presence ofthe end-user, property cuslodian, and 
PMS Officer, and 

+ By rotation on a per delivery and per evaluation bases. 
3-4c Strictly comply withthe Office specifications in the conduct of 

inspection of goods and the evaluation ofthe general support 

services rendered to th Office by the suppliers or contractors 

For the Property Management Section / General Services Division — 
The PMSIGSO, in the performance of thelr duties and 

responsibilities, shalt 

3.5.2 Only have official contact with the concerned suppliers, 
contractors andor consultants whenever necessary prior 10 
the preperation ofthe Purchase Orders (PO). the Job Orders 
(0) or Contacis/Agreements, during the delivery of goods or 
general support services, and during the preparation of 
documents lor payments. The PMSIGSD shall, in case of 
"Sealed canvass, contact the suppers or contractors whenever 
necessary if here i a need o get information on certain goods 
Gr general support services and in the conduct of market probe. 

3 Prepare reportis and keep the records on procurement 
iransactions pursuant to COA rules for submission to the 
Overall Deputy Ombudsman. 

For the Finance and Management Services, the Planning and Budget 

Division, the Accounting Onision and the Cashiering Unit - 

“The FMS, the Planning and Budget Division, the Accounting 
Division and the Cashiering Uni, in the performance of their duties 
and responsibilities as such, shall 
3.6.2 Expetitiously process payments of claims arising from 

procurement provided thatthe Nolice of Cash Allocation has 

een released and all supporting documents are submited by 
the concerned suppliers and the PMSIGSD. 

3.6 b Accurately record al procurement transactions in the respective 
general and subsidiary ledgers. 

3.6c Periodically coordinate with PMSIGSD to reconcile any 
discrepancy in the inventory of goods. 

3.8. Property coordinate withthe concerned ofice/bureau to obtain 
the documents or information needed for the processing of 
claims for payments ansing from procurement 

For the Signatories tothe Coniracts/Agreements — 

The Officials of the Office who are authorized signatories lo the 
contracts or agreements shall act within the presenbed period as 
provided for under Republic Act No. 9184 and its IRR-A. 

For the End-Users - 

The end-user shall have the following duties and 
responsibilities: 

34,2 Maintain and update records of goods received, consumed 
andior disposed. 

3.8. Submit to the Overall Deputy Ombudsman or the BAG a report 
involving any discrepancy, irregularity, or defect in the 
procurement of goods involving their respective unit/bureau/ 
"fice using, among others, the End-User Feedback form. 

Section 4. Accounlabilly 

All officiais and employees involved in procurement shall strictly comply 
with the office requirements on authorized signatories and approving authontes. 

To strengthen accountabity a regular review of contracts as well as audis of 

procurement decisions shall be made by an independent Review Commitee lo 

be created forthe purpose 

Section §. Transparency 

For transparency, officials and employees having custody of documents 
pertaining lo procurement, which are nol classed as confidential. shall make 

Grailable lor inspection the requested document upon written request by the 

interested party indicating (ha lagal purpose, subject to prior approval of the Bids 

and Awards Commitee. For this purpose, contract registers shall be maintained 
by the BAC which shal include among other things, dala on the noice to bidders, 

Productservice description, start and finish of coniract, names and addresses of 

the participating biddersiparties involved, contract value, date of last audit 

Gondocied by the independent Review Commitee and audit result, the names of 

Sil personnel involved in the procurement process, 

W. PENALTIES | SANCTIONS 

‘Any vicaton of these Rules shall be a ground for disciplinary action, without 
prejudice 1o the tiing of appropnate criminal charges against the ernng ofl and 
or employee 

V.  SEPARABILITY CLAUSE 

IL any provision ofthis Code is held unconstitutional, other provisions not 
affected hereby shall remain vald and binding. 

Vi. EFFECTIVITY 

This Ofice Order shal tke oot teen (15) days alter its publication in the 

Official Gazette and upon the fling wih the Universi o he Philipines Law Center 

Of three (5) cared copies thereof, including its publication in a newspaper of 

Senoral circulation for tree (3) consecutivo weeks. 
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GIGANTIC siopao from 
Emerald Restaurant 


e. 


still using soil in pots? ADD 
BOL 


Grow happier plants in PLANTASTIC 
SoiHess Potting Mix. Made with clean, 
natural ingredients that give your potted 
planis a healthier piace to grow in. 


the best ‘siopao’ EA 
plus recipes galore , MAmslle imm 


AM IN SEARCH OF THE BEST = 7 = 
[eve Would you know where RL D! 
1 could get something different S | 
from the usual ones? rds E ATMENT 
PART : 


Asa matter of fact, I do! Just last week my GREAT BODIES 2006 
dear student, Fe Ong, owner of the famous á i \ WINNER 
Emerald Restaurant, brought some of the Jonabel Gaviet 
best-tasting dim sum to class, including the .,. Jonabel Gavieta 
gigantic Emerald siopao (one piece is equiv- 4 Lost 34.5 Ibs of fat. 
alent to three of the large ones we are accus- 
tomed to). To my surprise, the Emerald 
siopao had everything: bola-bola, asado, 
chorizo, chicken! Aside from being deli- 
cious, itis great value 
i at P60 a piece. Anoth- 
KITCHEN er thing you may want 
i to try is malay ko 2 1 
, REscui (Chinese-style puto) v. 
I haven't tasted any- 43 y 
ie la Meca el, PER DAY 
good as theirs, and it `t / 
is comparable to f 
derum dm i CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. 


if youre having a MEDICAL SUPERVISION AT ALL CENTERS. 
Reggie Aspiras pat Se eee . FIRST 25 SLOTS. Per DTLNCR Permit #2787. Series of 2005. 
——— — — — pecially for you and eee edu. 
altyoumust dots piek x up! (rherestaurant > EREE DANCE 
ison Roxas Boulevard.) : p : FERSONAL IRAR AEROBICS* 
For orders, call 5238510/14, 5223457, SLOTS: 
5214624/1170. 


As promised, here are the recipes from 
my star apple-themed birthday dinner. 
Thanks to Uva and Embassy chef Fernando 
Aracama, my dearest friend, for sharing his 
mother’s recipe for inihaw na spareribs and 
his delicious inasal. I sure hope you enjoy 
cooking and eating them as much as we en- 
joyed sharing them with you! Bon appetit! 


PERMANENT LASER 7 ADVANCED CELLULOSS HOT MASQUE 
Fernando Aracama’s Inasal Manok 3 HAIR REMOVAL;, TREATMENT 

1 kg chicken a x j J 

2 tbsp each soy sauce, vinegar, white sug- 


tait È : y : 
d exfoliatini al A " lee 
Carver aed Cellulite’free body. Foiefirmifig:&inch loss 


achuete oil (2-3 tbsp achuete, 1/3 c oil. TU > = = — — = 
est heat ana ersrforiOminaesundl_[ ET ERO Diamond Ultrapeel Hot Masque 
eae an AC! Skin Whitening Body Former 
Gh pice Sal wah chicken wih : TRSUSIN Permanent Laser Hair Removal 


achuete oil. Serve with garlic rice, sinamak, 


i ™MESOTHERAPY "AQUAMID "NUTRACELL-FACE "BOTOX a RESTYLANE 
taye eran ae asa pU AL wWART REM ACNE TREATMENT. 


Mama Aracama’s Spareribs 
1 kg spareribs/liempo (skinless), sliced 


thi 


in z m 
dues soy sauce, vinegar, garlic, brown ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 MEGAMALL Gina/Maureen 631-3869 


BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 PASAY RD Cher/Maan/Val 887-1335 
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CEBU Juna/Anne 231-3254 PASIG Lorie/Dino 681-5333 

GREENHILLS Eleanor/Juvy 726-6505 SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

[7| ORGANIC SOUTH BEACH DIET LEGASPI VILL. Lani/Jonah 893-8935 SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 


Food Orders and Cooking Classes MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 TRAFALGAR Sheryl/Emily 814-0138 
petro: Caterings for all occasion 
zm 
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the Philippines’ pioneer in fo 
the food service 


Are You In? E 


Skills to excel in the global culi 


(With CCA, We Are!) pareat mman rey xing sh na yon 


face and rock the world. 


Application is on going for June and August intakes: 
Diploma in Culinary Arts and Management (2 
Diploma in Baking Pastry Arts and Management (2 years) 


1-year Certificate course options also available: 
Certificate in Culinary Arts 
Certificate in Baking and Pastry Arts 


Enhance your diploma and earn a degree through our locat and 
Imematiznal partner schools: Miriam College, Northern Alberta 
ETETRCERM f institute of Technology (Canadal, Blue Mountains Hotel Sch 
Noclicol Education for the Globo Chet tnustraay, Johnson and Wales University (USA), and Le Roches 
|i. «60004, School of Hotel Management (Switzerland). 


Scholarships available for deserving applicants 
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A.UPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


[RAN GAVON ar pom 
ATAWA NEAN ENEMY oF TE STATE) 


BY PM. JUNIOR 


THAT SOUNDS 
LIKE FUN 


WHERE ARE You 
GONG ON 
YOUR PLANDATE 
WITH CAILIN P 


QUR MOMS 
ARRANGED FOR 
US To MEET AT. 
MACK BURGERS 


AS LONG AS 
‘SHE KEEPS 
HER COOTIE 
FINGERS OFF 
MY FRENCH 


BABY BLUES 


Ip, Tose, tor 
RE 10 
wou Live 
Your TEACHER” -| 


KETENEN 
ICT Home roe 
DINNER, LKAP 


[aro 
GONG TO SRON 
USHON O 


ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


PAT ANG MGA FOCKET FC 
NAMIN E MÁY BLUETOOH 
AT ACTNESNNG KANA 
ENEKADDNSAAMNS / 
COMPUTER 


CA MADALING SALTA E 

RAG UUSAP ANG MGA 
MAKINA NAMIN PERO KAMINS 
NGA NAKATIRA DTO E 
HINDI NAGKIKIBUAN . 


Qo, I TWEET TWEET 
ON DA BEAT 
WITH MY BEAK 

X SPEAK RHYMES 


$0 FINE 
THEY FLY Te THE SKY 


A 


ForGeT ABOUT g 
SINGING... $ 


= RAP! 
! 
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DIVINE COMEDY BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


Prine. rut Fu A 
Kite. @ut I'M 
WARNING You, We. 


THe Comic 
ReLier 


HOROSCOPE 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE. 


"YOU BORN TODAY: You're multitalented because you're interested in many things. When you do find something 
You want to embrace, you give it your all. Invariably, the result is excellence! You're also kind and caring to others. 
Because of this you have many friends and acquaintances. Seek out extra solitude this year in order to learn some- 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): This is an excellent 
jay to get better orga- 
nized at work. Talk to 
others to get the re- 

sources that you need to do your job. 

Having the right tools and materials 

‘makes all the difference. 

[3) day! This is a good day 
to promote work related 


to the arts or show business. Matters 
dealing with educating children 


might be a focus. 
lay. Talk to partners 


L about what needs to be 


done. Solutions to an oid. health 
problem could be at hand. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Now is the 


CANCER (June 21 to VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You feel a it 


playful and prankish to- 


irtlidate of: Keri Russell, actress; Richard Grieco, actor; Amanda Plummer, actress. 
€ ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to 
ers, With the Sun in your. © much more of a fighter 
sign, the gods are with for your wn rights than 
July 22: Do your 
time to look back over 
the boss. Check small 
fife is taking. What details. Ger your ducks ín a row be- 
changes do you want to make in the 


ig important. 
April 19): Don't hesitate June 20): You feel 
to ask for help from oth- revved up today. You're 
you now. Make the most of this ad- usual. If you don't like something, 
vantage! you'll certainly speak your mind! 
homework before you 
the past year and pon- make any proposals to 
der the direction your 
fore you act. (Preparation is the 
coming year? name of the game.) 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Domestic details re 
quire your attention co 
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$0 Suggsn 
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SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You have high 
standards for yourself at 
‘work now. Talk to co- 
workers about your 
ideas. Make sure you 

know what others expect of you. Tell 

people what you expect of them. 


writing, teaching and 


promoting anything you're interest- 

ed in. You have the gift of gabl 
P tune. Continue to work 
hard. Purchases of art or 


beautiful items will please you now. 
now. Venus in your sign 


P) 
makes you receptive io 


what others say. People like you and 
Seck out your company now. 
your sign. By the week 


tnd, this is finally over 


Thank goodness! Things will soon 
be back to normal. x 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): This is an 
excellent time right now 
for marketing, sales, 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): The Moon 
is still in your sign today, 
bringing you good for- 


By Alan P. Olachwang 
Huntington Beach, CA 
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You're unusu, 
aliy diplomatic anc 
friendly with others 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): i's been 
challenging with Mer- 
Cury going retrograde io 
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53 Always, 0 8- 
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POLYGA- 
mous 
MAN 

BEGGING 

FOR HIS 
LIFE 
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i6 SAYANG 
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Maar- GARPENING? 


AT ANG GAAN PA SA 
piepie PAHIL ALAM MONG 
NAKATULONG KA SA 


PERO ANG BIGAT 
NAMAN SA LIkoD! 


‘SEE? 1 TOLD YOU. HAIR. 
DOESNT FEEL ANY PAIN? 


KIKO MACHINE BY MANIX ABRERA 
iawn abe GALAN, 
Wf mca BINIBINI, NGUNIT 
MAAARI Po BANG MALA- 
MAN AN ORAS SA 
KASALUKUIAN?- 
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BAKERY cookies in various designs 


NEARING LUNCH, THERE WAS NO ACTIVITY 
at Dizon's Bakery in Cavite City (618 P Burgos 
Avenue), The brick oven had to be lighted just 
to make us see the inside. 

On the tables, there was no dough rising. No 
breads were cooling; they were already in the 
shop. And there were no bakers. Some were do- 
ing their other job—driving tricycles. 

“The trip to Cavite was on the invitation of 
Myra D. Segismundo, cookbook author and 
managing director of Restaurant 9501. She had 
‘written about the Dizon's Bakery of her moth- 
ers family in Lipa, Batangas. When she was 
young, her Lola Angge would allow her to help 
even if it meant her giving the wrong change or 
eating the day's produce. She even got a p at 
the end of the day. 

Sadly for Myrna, the bakery closed when her 
grandparents died. Her aunts said it was diffi- 
cultto run the bakery with pilferage uncontrol- 
Jable and the personnel, unreliable. 


Survivor 

The only surviving Dizon's Bakery is this one 
in Cavite that belongs to her mother’s cousin, 
Amparo Dizon Bartolome. 

On one side of the kitchen wall, formula for 
the breads was posted, protected by plastic cov- 
er. It was not understandable to non-bakers like 
me, especially when water measurements said 
“2stainless + 750.” 

One of the ingredients listed was buhay that 
turned out to be the leavening agent or levadu- 
ra. The numbers after it represented the time 
needed for the dough to rise. 

"While she has other siblings, only Amparo 
Bartolome has been running the bakery. One of 
her sisters acknowledged that Bartolome was 
the only one who was hardworking. Bartolome 
has sort of retired and the supervision, as well 
as the mixing of the formula, is now done by a 
daughter-in-law. 

One of her interesting recollections was how 
the bakery supplied the bread needs of Sangley 
Point, an American base until 1971. The Ameri- 
‘cans were very strict about quality control and 
hygiene, she said. And the bakery was given the 
formula for some of the breads needed. 

‘On the shelves was a remnant of that experi- 
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THIS soft bread with fluted sides is called salakot. 


An old-fashioned family bakery 


CouNrRY 
CookiNG 


Micky Fenix 


ence, the Pullman bread. That is how the Amer- 
icans call the sliced white sandwich bread. Else- 
where in the country, it’s called pan Americano 
ortas" 

Many of the other bread names were familiar 
but the looks were different. 

The bonete had a pan de limon top, round 
and glazed brown, but there was sort of a tail 
underneath. The bonete I know is shaped like 
an ice cream cone and is cake-like in consisten- 


y 

"The bigger version of what looked like mon- 
ay, an oblong loaf with a ridged top, was called 
“Queen” and the smaller version pan de racion. 
Bartolome changed the name because she said 
buyers used it to tease the salesgiris. 


Not proper 

She didn’t consider it proper for anyone to 
say, “Pabilinga ng monay ni Maria.” ('Monay” is 
slang for a woman's private part.) 

‘According to Gilda Cordero Fernando, in her 
piece on “Hometown Bakery” (Philippine 
Food and Life,” Anvil Publishing, 1992), the 
bread was originally called pan de monja or 
nun’s bread. 

"The pan de sal, however, couldn't be mistak- 
en for anything else. At Dizon's Bakery it's big- 
ger than today’s standard size and is also soft. 

The crustier pan de sal called pan de suelo, so 
named because it’s baked on the oven floor, is 
no longer done. Bartolome explained that the 
oven floor had to be really clean and the baker 
had to know how to retrieve the breads whole 
because there was no tray for the pan de suelo. 

If there's one feature that makes the bakery 
different, itis the queso de bola, sold whole or in 
slices. Ie the favorite filling for the breads, 1 
was told. 

The hospitality of Bartolome included lunch. 


at her house where we feasted on squid adobo, 
fried lumpia, pancit and the Cavite specialties of 
tahong and talaba. The pan de sal was there to 
be filled with quesillo (kesong puti) from Tanza. 
There was also leche flan, the bakery's bestseller 
at Christmas. Imagine 500 llaneras sold during 
the season! 


Remembering 

While enjoying the food, the Dizon first 
cousins reminisced about the bakeries their fa- 
thers and mothers once managed. They re- 
called how Batangas buyers always touched the 
bread even if it was still hot from the kitchen. 
Bartolome said Cavite patrons never did that. 

Asin all Filipino bakeries, cookies are part of 
the product mix. Again, the names can be con- 
fusing. 

The jacobina isn’t a multilayered cube; it 
looks like a soda cracker. Bingcong is how the 
bakery calls its galletas de patatas, crisp square 
pieces with curled up corners. The galyetas are 
round white pieces with three holes on top. 

Sampalok is shaped tike the fruit. But it re- 
minded me of camachile cookies eaten with 
pancit Malabon. What is called apas is otap in 
other places. The broas are smaller than those 
found in Quezon but look and taste the same. 

‘While the small, rounded delicate pacencia is 
familiar, it doesn't have the white frost other 
bakeries put on top. Dahon was new to me, leaf- 
shaped shortbread with a raisin on top. Masa 
podrida sounded like a Mexican cookie but, at 
Dizon's, its a flowershaped shortbread with 
the consistency of a dried sconce. 

‘A rectangular crisp cookie had its name 
etched on it—Kenkoy, a familiar name to Fil- 
ipinos who knew the comics-strip character. 

Filipino hospitality isn’t complete without 
some "take home" items. And so Amparo Dizon 
Bartolome sent us off with a box of pineapple 

several leche flan, packs of bread and quesil- 
lo. 

"We had earlier bought samples of every kind 
of cookie plus some of the breads. It will be a 
carbohydrate-filled week but I'm not complain- 
ing. 


E-mail me at pinoyfood04 yahoo.com 


Say no to plastic 


By Linda B. Bolido 


MARCH IS NOT ONLY THE MONTH TO HONOR 
‘women. Iris also the month for consumers. March 
15 was World Consumer Rights Day. 

‘To mark the occasion, the Ecological Waste 
Coalition, through Abi Jabines of Task Force 
Plastic/Extended Producer — Responsibility 
Ecowaste Coalition (abi.gaia@no-bum.org), is- 
sued an open letter to appeal to Filipino con- 
Sumers to say no to plastic bags.” 

‘The coalition said, “Plastic carry bags have 
become a menace to the modern society. From 
malls, restaurants, bakeries, turo-turo to sari- 
sari stores, plastic bags are freely dispensed 
{without regard for] their health and environ- 
mental consequences." 

Mindlessly discarded after use, the bags can 
obstruct waterways and cause floods, trap 
birds, choke and kill marine animals who mis- 
take them for food. Plasties do not disintegrate 
so they can last for hundreds of years, 

‘The letter added, "Harmful substances are 
released during production, use and disposal of 
most plastics... Assorted chemicals and addi- 
tives are applied to make plastics and haz- 
ardous wastes are generated {during} produc- 
tion, When... burned, toxic pollutants are dis- 
charged into the environment, including heavy 
metals and dioxins.” 

‘The coalition urged consumers to “prevent 
the ‘plasticization’ of our lifestyles and the envi- 
ronment.” 

‘One of the significant things consumers 
could do, the group said, was to bring reusable 
carry bags when they shopped so they would 
not need plastic bags from retailers. 

‘The coalition said smart retailers and ven- 
dors could encourage this practice by giving dis- 
counts to buyers who brought their own bags or 
by offering reusable cloth bags. 

‘What the coalition is proposing is actually the 
trend now in many developed countries. In- 
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creasingly, checkout counters, particularly in 
groceries, supermarkets and produce stores, ask 
customers, “Plastic or paper?” Translated, that 
means, “Do you want us to put this in plastic or 
paper bag?" 


Energy saving tips 

Meanwhile, the Department of Trade and In- 
dustry, also to mark Consumer Day, offers éner- 
gy saving tips to help consumers conserve ener- 
gy and reduce their monthly electric bills. 

‘Theme ofthis year’s global celebrationis "En- 
ergy: Sustainable Access for All.” 

Under its program, "Be Cool: Conserve Ener- 
y" DTI suggests the following: 

Tum off all lights in unoccupied rooms. Use 
natural light as much as possible. 

* Buy only energy-efficient appliances and 
devices such as air-conditioners and refrigera- 
tors with high energy efficiency ratio, and com- 
pact fluorescent lamps. 

* Switch off electrical appliances when not in 
use. 

* Cover pots and pans for faster cooking 
when using an electric stove. When food is 
nearly done, tur off the burner and use re- 
maining heat to finish cooking. 

* Match the air-conditioner's capacity to the 
size of the room. 

* Avoid excessive cooling, use thermostat 
control to attain desired temperature level. Seal 
windows and close doors 

* Maintain four inches of buffer space be- 
tween the back of the refrigerator and adjacent 
wall. Clean the condenser coils at least twice a 
year and defrost regularly. Make sure the rerig- 
erator door’s magnetic strips seal properly. 


* Wash and iron clothes in full loads. The 
same amount of electricity is consumed even if 
the washing machine is only half loaded. Re- 
duce drying time by wringing out excess water 
from clothes before placing them in the dryer. If 
itis possible, dry clothes outdoors. 


Apromise 

Three managers of a fastfood chain apolo- 
gized to reader Ron Gonzales, who had a beef 
[pun intended] with one of their outlets. 

Gonzales said he ordered pancakes for break- 
fast in the branch. But his pancake had a strand of 
hair on it. When he informed them of the problem 
and asked for a replacement, the guy who seemed 
tobe the manager did not even apologize. 

His order was replaced all right but the pan- 
cake was cold. So he decided to just ask for his 
money back. 

‘Another “take-charge” guy, returned his 
money less the price of the partly consumed cof- 
fee. Again, no apologies. 

Worse, it was a case of history repeating itself 
for Gonzales. Sometime in 2005, in the same 
outlet, his order didn't arrive at all! waited for 
about 20 minutes but no food arrived!” 

He was refunded, less cost of coffee, but no 
apologies. 

Gonzales said the managers promised to im- 
prove their service and encouraged him to visit 
the branch again, assuring him of “good ser- 
vice" next time. 

He hoped, though, that he would not be the 
only one to enjoy “quality service,” but other 
customers, too. 


(Our regular columnist, Marietta V. Giron, is 
indisposed. Please send letters to The Consumer, 
Lifestyle Section, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Ave. cor. Mascardo and Yague Sis, Makati 
City; PO Box 2353 Makati Central Post Office, 
1263 Makati; or e-mail [bolido@inquireccomph 
—Editor) 


15th FHA held April 25-28 in Singapore 


HE 15TH FOOD AND HOTEL ASIA (FHA 
2006), Asia's largest international food and hos- 
pitality exhibition, will be held April 25-28 at the 
Singapore Expo. 

‘The event will showcase almost 3,000 ex- 
hibitors and present the latest in the food and 
hospitality industry 

"The exhibition has seven specialized events 


featuring food and drinks, wines and spirits, 
hospitality and food service, technology and 
equipment, interior and Furnishings, zs well as 
baking facilities. 

Tt also includes the Culinary Challenge where 
culinary connoisseurs demonstrate how to use 
the latest in food technology and innovation. 

Cyprus and Greece will host a country pavil- 


ion for the very first time. The Australian pavil- 
ion will present a full range of gourmet, bever- 
age and organic products never exported to Asia. 
before. Other group pavilions include China, In- 
dia, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Philip- 
pines, Vietnam, Portugal, Spain, Germany 
France, the United Kingdom, United States and 
Turkey. 
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dough with chunky’ 
Available in Pepperc 


GUARANTEED 
BON TIM 
N-TIME 


OR YOUR PIZZA IS 


Terms and Conditions: 


* Guarantee applies to a single receipt delivery transaction. 
maximum of two pizzas. 


'* Pizza Hut may suspend guarantee during bad weather 
conditions for the safety of our delivery rider. 


* Guaranteed time may vary depending on the 
weather condition, and the distance from 
the nearest Pizza Hut restaurants, 
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Sweet love,. 


though some like it 
itter 


have found T HE ANCIENT MAYANS FIRST 


People 


discovered sensory delights 

from cacao seeds more than 
1,500 years ago. Thus began peo- 
ple's love affair with chocolates—at 
first as a frothy, liquid drink flavored 
with chili peppers. 

‘The lure to engage the senses was so irre- 
sistible that exotic chocolate drinks were 
once coveted plums exclusive to royalty, no- 
blemen, religious leaders and the influential 
rich. Cacao seeds, in fact, were carried in 
pockets and used like cash by the Aztec to pay 
for goods, taxes, services and more. 

Tt was not until the turn of the 19th century 
when chocolate was made into its most famil- 
iar form—bars and blocks of hard can- 
dies—and finally made affordable for every- 
one to enjoy. 

“Filipinos are fond of sweets, especially 

chocolates. This love for choco- 
lates dates back to the Span- 
c» ish occupation in the 1570s 
when the cacao plant was 
introduced to these is- 
lands,” says Daniel Malcorps, 
CEO of Puratos Group, the 
Belgium-based makers of 
couverture chocolate Bel- 
colade. (Couverture 
chocolate is premi 
chocolate with extra cocoa. 
and used by professionals. It 
has good shine, texture, 
snap and contraction.) 


chocolates 
irresistible 
since cacao 
was first 


discovered 


FOUNTAIN 
of youth 

may as well be| 
as this choco 
fountai 
seduces 
guests of ll 
ages to dip. 
fresh fru 
cubes, 
marshmallows 
and other 
treats. 


Pioneer 
It was after the Bel- 
gian Jean Nehaus Jr 
came out in the 1920s 
with pralines, those 
delectable ` filled 
chocolate bon- 
bons, that a 
creative 
burst of 
production 
stirred the 
communi- 
y o 
chocolate. 
makers im 
Brussels. 
Thus 
born 


were 
Godiva 


and Leonidas, both users of Belcolade choco- 
late and responsible for putting Belgium at 
the heart of the world chocolate map. 

Today Belcolade keeps this status alive by 
producing luscious indulgences that are the 
objects of desire of chocolatiers everywhere. 
It has mastered the art of perfectly blending 
first-class cocoas with pure cocoa butter, cre- 
ating a delicate balance between sweet and 
bitter and coming out with a range of vari- 
eties. 

“We are serious about our chocolates. 
Chocolate is something very special to Bel- 
gium; it is a passion,” says Belgian Ambas- 
sador Gregoire Vardakis. 

Made of 100-percent cocoa butter, despite 
a European directive in 2000 allowing up to 5 
percent addition of other vegetable fats in 
chocolate production, Belcolade is the choice. 
of professional chocolate makers, confection- 
ers and pastry chefs. Its smooth texture and 
delicate flavor, achieved through the use of 
the finest ingredients and highest quality- 
control standards, attest to Belgium's impec- 
cable chocolate reputation. 

Not one to rest on its laurels, Belcolade de- 
veloped a scientific methodology to describ 
the flavor profile of its chocolates called Les 
Aromes de Cyrano. It effectively iden- g 
tified and described the most specific 
and unique cocoas used in its exclu- 
sive Origin Collection chocolates. 

The method, says Puratos Phils. GM 
Bernard Poplimont, is based on “ana 

lytical and sensorial analysis of the 
flavor components present in choco- 

lates.” 


Cyrano line 
Carefully selected cocoa beans 

from Ecuador, Costa Rica, Papua Ai 
New Guinea, Venezuela and Peru ja 
comprise the Cyrano flavors. From. 
these cocoa beans, 22 distinct flavors 
‘were determined, ranging from woody, 
earthy, mushroom, fruity whisky, smoky, spicy. 


Pea 
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SINFUL chocolate, with its rich decadent flavor, has become a symbol of power, religion or 


romance through the ages. 


‘Though hardly discernible to an untrained 
tongue, the flavors give the Belcolade choco- 
lates distinct and extraordinary tastes. 

Puratos Global Markets director Peter De- 
riemaeker likens identifying chocolates to 
wine appreciation. Where and how the cacao 
beans were grown, geological, botanical and 
climatic differences determine the natural 
richness of cocoa. Like wine, the euphoric 
rapture nibbling on a chocolate brings is the 
combined sensory experience of sight, smell 
and taste. 

[d 
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LOCAL FLAVOR. A miniature jeepney 
carved out of pure chocolate isa tribute to 
the Filipino sweet tooth. 


From the Cyrano flavors, four dark and 
two milk chocolates were created, The Noir 
Collection has 64-71 percent cocoa content, 
while Lait has 38-43 percent. The Organic 
Collection is available in noir, lait and blanc 
chocolates, all Ecocert-approved and 100 
percent traceable. Ecocert is an inspection 
and certification body that verifies compli- 
ance of products with organic regulations of 
Europe, Japan and the United States. 


Growing 
Aside from the exclusive organic and ori- 
gin Collections, Belcolade also has a Selec- 
tion range of dark, milk and white choco- 
lates, all made with natural vanilla. Sugar- 
free choices are available. 
Fillings include pure hazelnut paste, 
hazelnut pralines, almond and almond 
hazelnut pralines, nutolade, white neu- 
tral, bake stable hazelnut and nu- 
tocrem. Specialties include grains, 
| shavings, chunks, sticks and chocolate 
powder. 
Malcorps notes the growing de- 
mand for quality bakery, patisserie 
damp and confectionery products in the 
Philippines. The country imports 50- 
70 tons of Belcolade chocolates annu- 
ally, Poplimont adds, and the de- 
»". mand is modestly but steadily 
rising. 


E-mail the author at ajambora Ginquirer. 
com.ph. 


owl of treats for graduates Where to find the best ‘siopao’ 


PEKING GARDEN offers graduates a bowl of 
sweet treats, The special banana fritters on Big 
Scoop ice cream mediey is free with a minimum 
food bill of P5,000+ (à la carte orders only). This 
special promo is good until April 30, lunch or din- 
ner. Peking Garden is located at 2/L of Glorietta 2, 
Ayala Center, Makati City. Call 8179066/9067. 


SADE GARDEN fine din- 
ing Cantonese Restau- 
rant offers a free. 
dessert, Big Scoop ice 
cream and almond jelly 
black gulaman, fora 
minimum food bill of P5,000. Jade Garden is at 
Greenbelt 1, Ayala Center, Makati City. Call 
8124548 or 8922636. The graduation offer is 
good until April 30 only. 


DiNING 
OUT 


KIMPURA gives graduates a complimentary 
‘ebiko roll dish (12 pieces of California maki spe- 
cial) with a minimum food bill of P2,500+, during 


queres 


unch and dinner. Promo runs until April 30. 
Kimpura is at Greenhills Shopping Center (beside 
Uni-Mart), San Juan (tel. 7218816, 7218869); 
and 2/ Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati City 
(8924456, 8932307). 


CAKE FOR GRADUATES 

Manila Pavilion’s Cake of the Month is the Chocolate Academe, 
mortarboard pastry made of white, milk and dark chocolates. 
Available at the Patisserie until March 31. Call 5261212 local 2326. 


Ninth-is-free promo until April 15 


BULACAN'S Gata Sari-Sari from Cabalen 


* CABALEN PAYS TRIBUTE TO THE 
graduates of 2006 with its “8+1- 
Free” buffet promo until April 15. 

Every graduate who eats at Cabalen also 
gets a free Pepsi and a chance to win special 
prizes from the restaurant's pick-a-prize pro- 
mo. Special freebies also await those who 
hold their graduation parties at Cabalen. 

Graduates can enjoy the best dishes from 
across the country in Cabalen's weekly Re- 
gional Buffet specials, such as Laguna's Hipon 
sa Latik, Bulacan's Gata Sari-Sari, Bicol's Kini- 
law na Tanigue sa Gata, Palawan's Pusit Pulu- 
tan and more. 

Visit Cabalen Restaurants at 67 West Av- 
enue, QC; 2/L SM City North Edsa, QC; 4/L 

ig B SM Megamall Mandaluyong City; 2/L 
Robinsons Place Ermita, Manila; Glorietta 3, 
Makati City; G/L Robinsons Starmills, San 
Feinando Pampanga; Brickroad Area Sta Lu- 
cia East Grand Mall Cainta Rizal; and the Vil- 
lage Square Harrison Plaza, Manila. 

Call 9111584, 4219220 or 9135522. 
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1tbsp pepper, freshly cracked 
Marinate at least three hours. Grill over 
hot coal 


Bachoy 
4tbspoil 
2tbsp garlic, minced 
1medium-sized onion, thinly sliced 
3 slices ginger root, cut into strips 
¥ac liempo, diced and boiled 
Yec pork liver, diced and boiled 
V c pork kidney, diced and boiled 


Lisp salt 

1/8 tsp pepper 

250 g bachoy/mami noodles, washed and 
blanched 

Garnish: 

2 green onions, minced 

Hard-boiled eggs 

Shallots, fried 

Garlic, fried 

Heat oil in a saucepan and saute garlic, 
ginger and onion. Add pork, liver and kid- 
ney. Add broth. Add patis, salt and pepper to 
taste. Lower heat and let simmer. Add noo- 
dles. Garnish with green onions, eggs, shal- 
lots and fried garlic. 


Tinapa Rice 

%coil 

V. c garlic, chopped 

1/3cshallots, sliced 

1/3ctinapa, flaked 

4 ccooked rice 

Yee green onions 

2 sp Knorr seasoning 

Yatspsalt 

Yatsp pepper 

Heat % c oil in a wok. Add YA c garlic and 
3/3 c shallots, add 1/3 c flaked tinapa. Mix 
in 4 cof cooked rice. Add in % c sliced green 
onions. Season with 2 tsp Knorr seasoning, 
Vetsp each of salt and pepper. 

Garnish: 

2 salted eggs 

1/3cshallots, sliced 

Ysegreen onions 

Yec tomatoes 

Top tinapa rice with a few pieces of 
chopped salted eggs, shallots, green onions, 
tomatoes. 


Sinamak 
4cvinegar 
16 cloves garlic, whole, peeled 
3 ginger slices, cut into strips 
6 pes shallots 
Yacchilies 
1 tsp pepper whole 
1tspsalt 
2 pcs tanglad hearts, bruised 
Combine. Pour into a bottle. Age for at 
least three days before serving. 


Pandan Suman sa Lihiya 

2c glutinous rice 

1 1 c pandan water (blend 2 c water with 
five pandan leaves, strain and measure 1 1⁄4 c) 

1 tbsp lye 

Wash rice. Drain. Add lye and mix well. 
Cook rice with water in a wok or rice cooker. 
Wrap in banana leaves. Steam 20 minutes. 
Serve with sauce or with fresh mangoes, 
grated coconut and sugar. 


Ube Suman 

3 c glutinous rice 

1tspsalt 

1 ckakang-gata 

1 csecond-extraction coconut milk 

Je cube, grated 

lewater 

Food coloring if necessary 

Sugar 

Process ube with 1 c second-extraction. In 
a rice cooker, cook rice with kakang-gata, 
ube mixture, water and salt until rice is 
done. 

‘Add sugar to taste, mix well, Add food 
coloring if desired. Cool. Shape in banana 
leaves. Steam for 15 minutes, Serve with 
suman 

Suman sauce: 

1csecond-extraction coconut milk 

3/4 c muscovado sugar 

Lekakang-gata 

Salt 

Bring kakang-gata, brown sugar and salt 
toa boil. Add second-extraction. Serve with 
suman. 


The book "Kitchen Rescue, Excerpts from the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Volume 1,"is available 
nationwide at all National Book Stores. 

E-mail the author at raspiras@inquirer 
com.ph 


